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INTRODUCTION  
Welcome to your most important job – FUGE Camps Bible Study Leader!!  

You will stand before students and share the truths of Scripture all summer! You have an incredible 
opportunity to help shape the lives of hundreds of students by pointing them to Christ! While you have a 
huge responsibility, this summer will be one of the most rewarding experiences you have ever had. 
Thank you for accepting this calling on your life!  

This Bible Study Leader Guide provides you a detailed plan for teaching Bible study. The lessons in this 
Guide are based on guided-discovery, creative learning. You must follow this plan and not lecture to 
your group or do your own study. While this is written is script form, you do not have to memorize it. You 
will prepare teaching note cards from this plan.   

The best way to prepare to teach before the summer is to study the Scripture and use the lessons as 
your personal Bible study. As you interact with Scripture and the material in the Guide, take notes and 
answer the questions for yourself. Learn from the lessons before you attempt to teach them. If you teach 
a small group of students or young adults at your church or school, consider teaching these lessons 
before you get to camp. Allow the Holy Spirit to teach you through this study and then allow Him to use 
you to teach your students.  

The FUGE Camps’ tag line is, ‘Life-Changing Camps.’ Bible study is a very important part of the 
experience and the life-change. Prepare yourself and pray for your students. Then, sit back and watch 
God do His work. The goal is for God to work in the lives of students during Bible study.  

Each day provides a teaching plan and commentary on the Scripture passage. The outline for each day 
is as follows:  

 
OVERVIEW  
This provides a daily overview with a life question, Scripture passages and key verse.   
 
GATHER THESE SUPPLIES   
This is the list of supplies you need each day.   
 
PREPARE AHEAD OF TIME   
These are preparations to make before the session.  

3 
MOTIVATION  
The motivation section includes learning activities designed to introduce the concept for the day and 
to create interest in the following Bible study material.  
 
EXAMINATION  
The Scripture study includes learning activities to encounter the meaning and truth of each Bible 
passage, and it’s broken down into teachable sections.  
 
 



BIBLE STUDY LEADER GUIDE 
 
 
 
 

 
 

3 
 

APPLICATION  
The application section allows you as the leader a time to sum up the lesson in a personal way, and 
it allows the students to put into words what they have learned.  
 
KEY VERSE  
This activity will drive home the importance of the day’s Key Verse; it is intended to aid in 
memorization.  
 
COMMENTARY  
This section provides commentary from the Holman Old/New Testament Commentary series and will 
provide you background and helpful information on the Scripture passages.  
 
 

We hope you have the time of your life, and we will be praying for you throughout the summer!  
 
 
FUGE Camps Coordinators  
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Opening Night – MATCHLESS ONE  
 
Introductions   
Call roll to account for every student who has been assigned to your group. Introduce yourself and share 
a brief portion of your story. Allow time for students to introduce themselves by sharing their name, 
church group and hometown.  
 
Name Game   
Play a name game. Learning the names of your students should be a priority. Below is one example of a 
name game.  
 
Option 1: Group Juggle  
Instruct students to stand in a circle. Toss a ball to a student and say, “Here you go, (insert name).” 
Receiving student will say, “Thanks, (insert your name). Here you go, (insert name)” as he or she passes 
the ball to that person. Continue doing this until   
all students have caught and thrown the ball. The last person will toss it back to you.  Instruct students 
to put their arms and hands behind their backs as soon as they have had the ball. Also tell them to 
remember to whom they threw the ball. Do this again in the same order as before. Then, introduce a 
second object. Continue this as long as you have time.  
 
Option 2: Name Pantomime  
Instruct each student to choose an action-word to go with his or her name (e.g.  “Swimming Sam”). One 
at a time, invite students to show the action to the group. If time permits, lead students to repeat each 
one as you add another student (similar to singing “The 12 Days of Christmas”).   
 
G. Get to Know Each Other Game   
Play the game below so students can get to know one another.  
 
Option 1: Color Share  
Give each student either a red, yellow, green or blue slip of paper.  Inform students that you would like 
them to share about themselves based on the color paper they are holding. Assign each color a different 
fact such as red=most embarrassing moment, yellow=happiest memory from childhood, green=most 
adventurous thing you’ve ever done, blue=most exciting place you’ve visited, etc. Allow students to go 
around the circle and answer the question that correlates to their color.  
 
Option 2: Questions, Questions  
Before the session, write a variety of questions, each on a strip of paper. Place questions in a hat or 
bowl and allow each student to draw a strip of paper and answer the question listed. Consider using a 
variety of questions with some silly or lighthearted and others more serious or spiritual in nature. 
Examples could include:  Who is one person from history you would like to spend the day with? If you 
were given the opportunity to travel for a month, where would you go? If you could change one thing 
about the world, what would you change?  
 
Note: If you have additional time, refer to your rec manual for more games to play.   
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Question Sheets  
Pass out question sheets and instruct students to complete the questions.  Collect the question sheets. 
Later in the evening, make notes from the cards. These will be collected at paper party on opening night 
to be given to group leaders so they will know better how to pray for and minister to their students at 
camp.   
 
Introduction to Theme and Bible Study  
Distribute a Camp Guide and pen to each student.   
 
Share: Our theme for this summer is MATCHLESS ONE. The Bible is filled with stories of ordinary 
people God used in extraordinary ways to teach character and truth. Through Isaac’s life, we learn about 
sacrifice. Joseph’s life shows us the hard-fought beauty of forgiveness and reconciliation. Abraham’s 
story teaches us about obedience and forgiveness. From Esther, we learn how to be bold and 
courageous and take risks. One person in Scripture is the full and complete embodiment of every good 
trait any other character ever displayed - Jesus. He is the MATCHLESS ONE. Over these next few days, 
we will study the lives of these well-known Old Testament characters and see the story of Jesus 
foreshadowed in their lives.  
 
Missions Emphasis  
Draw attention to the mission posters and share the IMB and NAMB emphasis for the week.  
 
International Mission Board (IMB) - The Embera People Group 
 
The IMB is very excited to introduce FUGE Camps participants to the Embera, a group of unreached 
peoples spread throughout the mountain and river regions of Colombia and Panama.  As Animists, 
believing that all material objects are inhabited by Spirits that must be appeased, the Embera have lived 
in fear.  As indigenous minorities, they have often been victims of tribal and organized crime 
violence.  But God loves the Embera and has not forgotten them.  During FUGE camps, you will hear 
first-hand testimonies of how the Lord has transformed lives through a diverse missionary team that 
includes IMB missionaries, Colombian Baptist partners, Cuban and Panamanian missionaries.   
 
North American Mission Board (NAMB) – St. Louis Neighborhood Outreach 
 
Several years ago, Send Network, the NAMB’s church planting initiative, helped Michael and Traci Byrd 
start Faith Community Bible Church in Baden, the inner-city St. Louis community where Traci was born. 
Send Relief, the compassion ministry arm of the North American Mission Board and the International 
Mission Board, began helping them find ways to build witnessing relationships by meeting their 
community’s physical needs. In Baden, there were plenty of unique opportunities to do that. Michael 
helped clean up a local business after a shooting, while Traci began teaching cooking classes for women, 
showing them how to stretch their grocery budget.   
 
When you give to the FUGE Camps mission offering this summer, you’re helping missionaries like the 
Byrds and new churches like Faith Community provide the basics of life to people in their communities. 
You’re also helping provide Bibles and supplies and everything else a new church needs to get up and 
running. Pray that lives will be changed in Baden and that Faith Community Bible Church will have 
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everything they need to love their neighbors. Giving to this project will go a long way toward making 
that happen. 
 
Say: Later in the week during worship, we will collect a mission offering. This money will be taken 
up in your church group.   
 
Challenge students to give to the offering. Make them aware of which night the offering will be collected 
in worship. Share the name of your mission mobilizer and the location of the mission table.  
 
Announcements  
Communicate announcements and camp rules given to you by your leadership staff.  
 
Prayer  
Pray over the group and dismiss. 
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Day 1 – MATCHLESS SACRIFICE 
 
OVERVIEW 
The Grand Narrative: Isaac and Jesus  
Scripture:   Genesis 22:1-14; Leviticus 4:27-35; Mark 15:21-37  
Life Questions:   How does Jesus’s death on the cross for your sins impact 

your life? What does living sacrificially for Christ mean and how can I 
live it out? 

Key Verse:   Hebrews 9:12  
 
Abraham was ready to sacrifice his son, Isaac, but God provided a ram. The priests were required to 
make sacrifices for the sins of the people. These were foreshadowing of the sacrifice God provided in 
Jesus’s death on the cross for the sins of humankind. We must live sacrificially for Christ.  
 
Gather These Supplies: 

• Notecards 
• Velcro strips 
• Small slips of paper 
• Four paper plates 
• Four sets of these items: pencil, straw, plastic spoon, paper cup, paper clip 
• Construction paper, one sheet of each color—yellow, black, red, white 
• Picture of a ram 
• Two balls 
• Pens 
• Camp Guides  
• Extra Bibles 

 
Prepare Ahead of Time: 

• On five notecards, print “Move to front of the line at the FUGE store.” On one notecard, print 
“Carry an adult sponsor’s tray at lunch.” On one notecard, print “Get on stage with the emcee.” 
Provide one blank notecard.  

• Hang the Timeline Poster on a focal wall to be used for all four lessons and add Velcro at each 
line. 

• Print each bullet point below about Abraham, Sarah, and Isaac on a separate note card: 
 
# 1 - God makes a covenant with Abram, promising to bless him, make his name great, and 
make Abram’s descendants into a great nation. Genesis 12:2-3 
# 2 - Abram obeys God and leaves his home and moves to Canaan with his wife, Sarai, and his 
nephew, Lot, to a land that God has promised to give to Abram’s descendants. Genesis 12:4-7 
# 3 - God promises Abram’s descendants will be as numerous as the stars in the sky. Genesis 
22:17 
# 4 - Sarai is barren and cannot become pregnant. Genesis 11:30 
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# 5 - God promises Abram a son through Sarai. The son is to be called Isaac, and it will be 
through Isaac that the covenant is fulfilled. Genesis 17:19 
# 6 - God renames Abram “Abraham,” meaning “father of many,” and gives Sarai a new name, 
“Sarah,” meaning princess, a woman of high rank. Genesis 17:5,15 
# 7 - One day, God appears to Abraham in the form of three men. The three men say that Sarah 
will have a son, but Sarah, who is now ninety years old, laughs. Genesis 18:9-15 
# 8 - Sarah eventually gives birth to Isaac at the age of ninety. Genesis 21:1-7 

• Tear strips of tape and roll, one for each timeline notecard.  
• Assuming a group of thirty students, print the word “altar” on eight small slips of paper, the word 

“wood” on eight, the word “fire” on seven and the word “knife” on seven.  
• Print a copy of each of the four scenarios:  

o Scenario #1 
Jared has played soccer most of his life. He loves the sport. He has an opportunity to be 
part of a traveling soccer team. Being on this team would require him to be gone from home 
nearly every weekend, which would take him away from church and youth group. Discuss 
the possible responses and the sacrifice that is required to follow what God would want. 

o Scenario #2 
Sally’s friends that she has had since middle school have gotten into boys, drinking, and 
partying. Sally is very uncomfortable with what her friends are doing. Discuss the possible 
responses and the sacrifice that is required to follow what God would want. 

o Scenario #3 
Gage played football for his middle school and is currently playing as a freshman. His coach 
requires players to get to school by 6:00 a.m. for conditioning. This means that Gage has to 
get up even earlier than usual. Lately, he has been sleeping in until the last minute before he 
throws on his clothes, brushes his teeth, and heads out. This has cut into his quiet time with 
the Lord. Discuss the possible responses and the sacrifice that is required to follow what 
God would want. 

o Scenario #4 
Amanda has an opportunity to go with some of her girlfriends on a day trip shopping. On the 
same day, her youth group has a chance to serve at the local food pantry distributing food 
to the needy families in the community. Discuss the possible responses and the sacrifice 
that is required to follow what God would want. 

 
 
MOTIVATION 
 
Give It Up? 
Invite four student volunteers to come forward. Give each student one of the notecards with “Move to 
front of the line at the FUGE store”. Then, give the students a choice to either keep it, give it to another 
student, or trade it for one of the other four cards. Start with the oldest student. Make sure students 
know the actions on the cards are for play only. 
 
Once this plays out, say: “Each student had a choice to either give up their surprise or keep it.” 
Interview each student about the choice they made. Here are examples of questions to ask: 
 

• What led you to make the decision you made? 
• Are you pleased with the decision?  
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• If you could change your decision, would you?  
• If you gave up something, what was the result?  
• [For the one who chose to keep the surprise] Would you give it away, if given another 

opportunity?  
 
Say: “Today, we will talk about living a sacrificial life for the Lord. Sacrifice 1) is a choice; 2) 
requires a willing heart; 3) usually has a cost; 4) often results in a reward. Sometimes, we must be 
willing to give up something or make a sacrifice in order to better serve God. When God asks us 
to sacrifice, he often has something better in store for us.” 
 
Ask a student to share one thing that stood out to him in today’s Quiet Time. Pray, asking the Lord to 
reveal Himself and His truths to the group.  
 
 
EXAMINATION 
Genesis 22:1-14 
 
Say: “We will begin our study of God’s Word today in the 22nd chapter of Genesis with a story 
many may already know about a man named Abraham and his son, Isaac. Let’s look at the 
context of our story and events leading up to it.” 
 
Distribute the eight note cards and a piece of rolled tape to eight students. Instruct students to read 
these aloud in numerical order. After they read their statement, ask each student to tape their note card 
to the timeline.  
 

1. God makes a covenant with Abram, promising to bless him, make his name great, and make 
Abram’s descendants into a great nation. Genesis 12:2-3 

2. Abram obeys God and leaves his home and moves to Canaan with his wife, Sarai, and his 
nephew, Lot, to a land that God has promised to give to Abram’s descendants. Genesis 12:4-7 

3. God promises Abram’s descendants will be as numerous as the stars in the sky. Genesis 22:17 
4. Sarai is barren and cannot become pregnant. Genesis 11:30 
5. God promises Abram a son through Sarai. The son is to be called Isaac, and it will be through 

Isaac that the covenant is fulfilled. Genesis 17:19 
6. God renames Abram “Abraham,” meaning “father of many,” and gives Sarai a new name, 

“Sarah,” meaning princess, a woman of high rank. Genesis 17:5,15 
7. One day, God appears to Abraham in the form of three men. The three men say that Sarah will 

have a son, but Sarah, who is now ninety years old, laughs. Genesis 18:9-15 
8. Sarah eventually gives birth to Isaac at the age of ninety. Genesis 21:1-7 

 
[Adapted from: https://www.sparknotes.com/lit/oldtestament/section2/] 

 
Call on two students to read aloud Genesis 22:1-14, the first reading verses 1-7 and the second reading 
verses 8-14.  
 

1After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” “Here I am,” he answered. 2 
“Take your son,” he said, “your only son Isaac, whom you love, go to the land of Moriah, and offer 
him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains I will tell you about.” 3 So Abraham got up 
early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took with him two of his young men and his son Isaac. 
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He split wood for a burnt offering and set out to go to the place God had told him about. 4 On the 
third day Abraham looked up and saw the place in the distance. 5 Then Abraham said to his young 
men, “Stay here with the donkey. The boy and I will go over there to worship; then we’ll come back 
to you.” 6 Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and laid it on his son Isaac. In his hand he 
took the fire and the knife, and the two of them walked on together. 7 Then Isaac spoke to his father 
Abraham and said, “My father.” And he replied, “Here I am, my son.” Isaac said, “The fire and the 
wood are here, but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?” 
 
8 Abraham answered, “God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my son.” Then the 
two of them walked on together. 9 When they arrived at the place that God had told him about, 
Abraham built the altar there and arranged the wood. He bound his son Isaac and placed him on the 
altar on top of the wood. 10 Then Abraham reached out and took the knife to slaughter his son. 11 But 
the angel of the LORD called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” He replied, “Here I 
am.” 12 Then he said, “Do not lay a hand on the boy or do anything to him. For now I know that you 
fear God, since you have not withheld your only son from me.” 13 Abraham looked up and saw a ram 
caught in the thicket by its horns. So Abraham went and took the ram and offered it as a burnt 
offering in place of his son. 14 And Abraham named that place The LORD Will Provide, so today it is 
said, “It will be provided on the LORD’s mountain.”  

 
Ask a student to recap these verses by putting them in their own words.  
 
Distribute one of the small slips of paper with the words: altar, wood, knife, and fire written on them to 
each student. Instruct students to find others with the same word on their slips of paper to form four 
groups. Recognize each group. Ask what the words: altar, wood, fire, and knife have in common (they 
are what is necessary to make a sacrifice, minus the animal). Assign each group a number from 1-4.  
 
Listen Up 
Say: “Abraham was listening to God. We are going to play a listening game to see how well we 
listen.” 
 
Give each team a paper plate and one set of the five different items. Instruct teams 1 and 2 to face the 
opposite direction and then teams 3 and 4 to do the same. 
 
The object is for the members of teams 1 and 3 to use the items on their paper plate to make a creation, 
and for the members of teams 2 and 4 to duplicate the same design the best they can without looking. 
They can only receive verbal instructions from members of teams 1 and 3. 
 
Allow time for members on teams 1 and 3 to work together to create a design. Note: This needs to be 
quick. Then, lead them to give instructions to the members of teams 2 and 4 to make the same creation. 
The members of teams 2 and 4 can ask questions to get a better understanding. Each student on teams 
1 and 3 can only give one instruction and then they cannot speak anymore. The ultimate objective is for 
both creations to end up looking identical. 
 
After everyone believes the items are in the right place, guide the teams to compare their creations and 
see how well they did. Recognize the team that recreated the design closest to the original.  
 
Discussion Questions: 
 

• How much of your success was due to getting clear instructions? 
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• How much of your success was due to asking the right questions? 
 

[Adapted from: https://www.teensundayschool.com/games/the-spirit-who-guides-us] 
 
Say: “God gave Abraham clear instructions. He asked Abraham to do a very difficult task to see if 
he would actually do what was asked of him.” Ask: “When we are faced with difficult tasks or 
situations, what are some possible responses? (Ignore it, question it, make excuses, don’t do it, do 
what is asked) Say: “During these times, our faith may be challenged. God will provide the 
instructions. We must listen. If we persevere and keep our faith, it shows a genuine faith that 
grows stronger.” 
 
Say: “Abraham and Sarah had waited a really long time to have a child and heir, only to have God 
ask Abraham to sacrifice him.” Discuss: “What thoughts do you think may have gone through 
Abraham’s mind? What do you think Sarah may have felt with this possibility?”  
 
 
Say: “Abraham was ready, available, and did not question God.” Point students to page 10 in the 
Camp Guide to answer these questions:  
 
 
Are you open, ready, and available for God to work in your life? Keep in mind that you may face 
trials for your faith. Mark where you rank on the scale below.  
 
 
Closed Off           Wide Open 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
How are you with listening to God? Mark where you land on the scale below.  
 
Not listening at all        Actively listening 
_________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
 
Complete these statements: 
 
God is revealing . . . 
 
God is asking me to . . . 
 
Say: “Remember, God promised Abraham that his descendants would be more than the stars, and 
then He asked Abraham to sacrifice his son. While this is the only recorded instance of Him 
asking someone for this kind of sacrifice, he does ask a lot of those who follow Him. We can’t see 
the big picture, but we have to trust that God knows more than we do. When God spoke and 
called Abraham to sacrifice Isaac, he did not question it or make excuses.”  
 
Instruct students to define the word, “sacrifice.” Use this definition to add to what students shared: the 
act of giving up something that you want to keep, especially in order to get or do something else or to 
help someone (Merriam-Webster). 
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Share a personal sacrifice story.  
 
Ask: “What did God provide in place of Isaac?” Say: “God provided a ram (show the picture of the 
ram), but Abraham didn’t know beforehand that He would. He was still willing to sacrifice. God will 
always provide, but you may still have to sacrifice. God did not spare His own Son.”  
 
Refer students to page 11 of their Camp Guide to answer the following questions: 
 
1. How has God provided for you in the past? Be specific.  
2.  Where do you need God to provide for you now? and in the future? 
 
Leviticus 4:27-35 
 
Say: “Now, we are going to look at the sacrificial system back in the Old Testament days before 
Christ. This system was established because Adam and Eve chose to disobey God, and sin 
entered the human race. With sin, man was separated from God because God cannot be around 
sin. Animal sacrifice was the solution for the atonement of this sin. An animal had to be 
slaughtered as a ransom payment that would cover the people and their sin.”  
 
Refer students to Leviticus 4:27-35 but do not read it aloud.  
 

27 “Now if any of the common people sins unintentionally by violating one of the LORD’s commands, 
does what is prohibited, and incurs guilt, 28 or if someone informs him about the sin he has 
committed, then he is to bring an unblemished female goat as his offering for the sin that he has 
committed. 29 He is to lay his hand on the head of the sin offering and slaughter it at the place of the 
burnt offering. 30 Then the priest is to take some of its blood with his finger and apply it to the horns 
of the altar of burnt offering. He is to pour out the rest of its blood at the base of the altar. 31 He is to 
remove all its fat just as the fat is removed from the fellowship sacrifice. The priest is to burn it on 
the altar as a pleasing aroma to the LORD. In this way the priest will make atonement on his behalf, 
and he will be forgiven. 
 
32 “Or if the offering that he brings as a sin offering is a lamb, he is to bring an unblemished female. 33 
He is to lay his hand on the head of the sin offering and slaughter it as a sin offering at the place 
where the burnt offering is slaughtered. 34 Then the priest is to take some of the blood of the sin 
offering with his finger and apply it to the horns of the altar of burnt offering. He is to pour out the 
rest of its blood at the base of the altar. 35 He is to remove all its fat just as the fat of the lamb is 
removed from the fellowship sacrifice. The priest will burn it on the altar along with the food offerings 
to the Lord. In this way the priest will make atonement on his behalf for the sin he has committed, 
and he will be forgiven.”  

 
Say: “Let’s recap what was involved in the animal sacrifice from these verses.” 
Share and discuss the following: 

• The animal must be an unblemished female goat or lamb. What does unblemished mean 
and why was this important? (God deserves only the best sacrifice. The animal was to be 
without broken bones, defects, or spots.) 

• The person had to lay their hand on the animal’s head and slaughter it. Why the head? 
(This symbolized transferring the sins of the people onto the animal.) 

• The blood had to be poured out at the base of the altar.  
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• The fat had to be removed and burned on the altar. Why just the fat? (The blood and fat 
were the Lord’s because they were not consumable by the priests.) 

 
Ask: “Can you imagine living in the day and time when you had to sacrifice an animal for your 
sins?” 
 
Ask students to repeat the word “atonement” with you, and then share this definition of the word: 
reparation or price for sin; to cover our sin. Point out that once our sin is atoned for, we can experience 
forgiveness. 
 
Say: “Sacrifice has a cost. In the Old Testament, it was the sacrificial lamb. In the New Testament, 
it was Jesus, the sacrificial Lamb. Let’s take a look at His act of sacrifice.” 
 
Mark 15:21-37  
Invite two students to read aloud Mark 15:21-30 and 31-37. 
 

21 They forced a man coming in from the country, who was passing by, to carry Jesus’s cross. He 
was Simon of Cyrene, the father of Alexander and Rufus. 
22 They brought Jesus to the place called Golgotha (which means Place of the Skull). 23 They tried to 
give him wine mixed with myrrh, but he did not take it. 
24 Then they crucified him and divided his clothes, casting lots for them to decide what each would 
get. 25 Now it was nine in the morning when they crucified him. 26 The inscription of the charge 
written against him was: The King of the Jews. 27 They crucified two criminals with him, one on his 
right and one on his left. 29 Those who passed by were yelling insults at him, shaking their heads, 
and saying, “Ha! The one who would destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days, 30 save yourself 
by coming down from the cross!”  
 
31 In the same way, the chief priests with the scribes were mocking him among themselves and 
saying, “He saved others, but he cannot save himself! 32 Let the Messiah, the King of Israel, come 
down now from the cross, so that we may see and believe.” Even those who were crucified with him 
taunted him. 33 When it was noon, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. 34 
And at three Jesus cried out with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lemá sabachtháni?” which is translated, 
“My God, my God, why have you abandoned me?” 35 When some of those standing there heard this, 
they said, “See, he’s calling for Elijah.” 36 Someone ran and filled a sponge with sour wine, fixed it on 
a stick, offered him a drink, and said, “Let’s see if Elijah comes to take him down.” 37 Jesus let out a 
loud cry and breathed his last. 

 
Put Yourself in Their Place  
Instruct students to put themselves in the place of the person(s) listed below who were at the crucifixion 
and discuss: What did they see? What did they experience? How did they feel? How did they react? 
What could they have done differently? 
 
Crowd 
Soldiers 
Criminals 
Chief Priests and Scribes 
 
Ask students to imagine experiencing the crucifixion firsthand. Ask: “What do you think might have 
been going through your mind? What might you be feeling?”  
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Ask: “What are some of the emotions, feelings, and thoughts that you think Jesus may have been 
experiencing?”  
 
Note: If you have questions about Jesus referring to God abandoning Him, use this context from the 
commentary.  

Jesus was feeling the full wrath of God against all the sins of mankind—past, present, and 
future. Jesus cried out in agony as He bore the sins of the world and was separated for the first 
time from His Father because of this sin. Jesus expressed horror at being separated from God 
and expressed the incredible pain of abandonment by God. Yet, in all of this pain and agony 
Jesus did not renounce His Father but submitted to His will. 

 
Say: “Think about if you were in Jesus’s place. He could have chosen to save Himself and NOT to 
die on the cross, but He made the decision to do this for us to show His love for us. Just like it 
was in a smaller scale in our opening activity, we have choices to make every day that are 
sacrifices.” 
 
Ask: “Why was Jesus’s crucifixion necessary?” Point back to the Leviticus discussion. 
 
Say: “We have atonement and forgiveness through Jesus’s sacrifice on the cross.”  
 
Say: “Each day of Bible study, we will talk about a person in Scripture and look at how Jesus is so 
much better. Abraham’s offering of Isaac was a great example of sacrifice, but the ultimate act of 
sacrifice is when Jesus died on the cross for our sins. Let’s make some additional comparisons 
between Isaac and Christ’s sacrifice.” Lead students to page 11 in their Camp Guide.  
 
Place a checkmark beside each statement that applies to Isaac and a star that applies to Jesus.  
 
Miraculous birth 
Loved by father 
Submitted to father 
Carried own wood 
3-day experience 
Ultimate sacrifice 
 
[Note: The first five should have a checkmark and star, while the last one only has a star.] 
 
 
APPLICATION 
 
Christ’s Sacrifice 
Say: “Let’s take a look at a demonstration of Christ’s sacrifice on our behalf.”  
 
Show the yellow sheet. Say: “God is holy, glorious, and perfect.” 
 
Show the black sheet. Say: “We are all sinners, and we cannot have a relationship with God 
because of this sin. We have fallen short of the glory of God.”  
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Show the red sheet. Say: “Atonement for our sin requires a blood sacrifice. But, we no longer have 
to do this with animal sacrifice or die ourselves.”  
 
Show the ram picture. Say: “The wages of sin is death. God sent a substitute for us, just like the 
ram was substituted for Isaac. He sent His only Son, Jesus to die in our place to fix fixes our sin 
problem. If we believe in the Lord Jesus, then instead of God seeing us black with sin . . .” 
 
Show the white sheet. Say: “. . . He sees us as pure, clean and righteous. One of God’s promises is 
that if we believe in Jesus, then we will be saved.” 
 
[Adapted from: https://www.futureflyingsaucers.com/abrahams-sacrifice-genesis-22-salvation-message/] 
 
Real Life Sacrifice – What Would You Do? 
Distribute one of the scenarios to each of the groups and instruct students to discuss their situation. 
Allow one or two groups to share at the end of discussion, as time permits. 
 
Scenario #1 
Jared has played soccer most of his life. He loves the sport. He has an opportunity to be part of a 
traveling soccer team. Being on this team would require him to be gone from home nearly every 
weekend, which would take him away from church and youth group. Discuss the possible responses 
and the sacrifice that is required to follow what God would want. 
 
Scenario #2 
Sally’s friends that she has had since middle school have gotten into boys, drinking, and partying. Sally 
is very uncomfortable with what her friends are doing. Discuss the possible responses and the sacrifice 
that is required to follow what God would want. 
 
Scenario #3 
Gage played football for his middle school and is currently playing as a freshman. His coach requires 
players to get to school by 6:00 a.m. for conditioning. This means that Gage has to get up even earlier 
than usual. Lately, he has been sleeping in until the last minute before he throws on his clothes, brushes 
his teeth, and heads out. This has cut into his quiet time with the Lord. Discuss the possible responses 
and the sacrifice that is required to follow what God would want. 
 
Scenario #4 
Amanda has an opportunity to go with some of her girlfriends on a day trip shopping. On the same day, 
her youth group has a chance to serve at the local food pantry distributing food to the needy families in 
the community. Discuss the possible responses and the sacrifice that is required to follow what God 
would want. 
 
What’s This Mean for Me? 
Discuss things that we, generally speaking, might have to sacrifice and give up to serve God better.  
 
Refer students to page 11 of their Camp Guide to answer the two questions found there:  
 

• Define sacrifice.  
• Have you accepted Jesus’s sacrifice for you?  Yes  No 
• What do you need to give up to accept Jesus for the first time or to live more sacrificially 

for Him in the days ahead? 
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KEY VERSE 
“He entered the most holy place once for all time, not by the blood of goats and calves, but by his own 
blood, having obtained eternal redemption” (Hebrews 9:12). 
 
Instruct students to stand in two circles—one for the guys and one for the girls. Within each circle, toss a 
ball to one student. Ask the student to say the first word of the verse before tossing the ball to another 
student, who then says the next word, and so on. Lead the students to put their hands behind their back 
once they have received the ball. This is to ensure no one receives the ball twice. Continue until the 
verse is completed. Once each group finishes, challenge them to repeat it again, as time permits.  
 
Call on a student to pray to dismiss the group.  
 
 
 
COMMENTARY 
 
GENESIS 22:1-14 
 
Genesis 22:1-8 
SUPPORTING IDEA: Spiritual growth depends on how we handle the tests and trials that come our 
way. 
 
22:1-2. Although the word does not appear in our text, obedience to the command of God forms the 
fabric of this chapter. It begins by pointing out that some time later God tested Abraham. Some 
translations use the word “tempt” and others use “prove.” In any case, Abraham’s faith in God’s 
absolute righteous judgment was put on the line. As Kidner expresses it, “Abraham’s trust was to be 
weighed in the balance against common sense, human affection, and life-long ambition; an act against 
everything earthly” (Kidner, 143). 
 
We wonder why verse 2 includes the phrase “your only son” when God had emphasized that He would 
bless Ishmael as well. Some commentators suggest a focus on the relationship that now existed 
between Abraham and Isaac. Others emphasize that this was the only son God was interested in at this 
point—the only one who could bring Abraham through the test that lay ahead. Certainly, Abraham never 
questioned whom God had selected for this horrible execution. 
 
Mount Moriah enters the text of Scriptures and grows in importance throughout the history of the Jews. 
It appears again in 2 Chronicles 3:1 during a crisis in David’s life. It became the location for the ancient 
temple. Today the area holds the famous Dome of the Rock built in AD 691, the third most holy place of 
Islam (after Mecca and Medina). 
 
Certainly, the word go would have been familiar to this pilgrim to whom God had issued that command 
many times. But this time it was a special journey for a special purpose; we cringe as we read the words 
even thousands of years later: Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering. 
 
Human sacrifice, common in ancient paganism, was wrong for the righteous people who belonged to 
the Lord. But here God’s command took precedence over human custom. We must keep in mind that 
Abraham had no contrary revelation about human sacrifice. 
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22:3-5. Abraham began what was about three days in the valley of the shadow of death. The fifty-mile 
trip northeast must have brought agony of heart as the donkey walked step after painful step toward that 
mountain. Two servants accompanied the father and son, but Abraham told them to stay back while 
“The boy and I will go over there.” He also told the servants he was going to worship. 
 
Abraham also told the servants, “We’ll come back to you.” This could hardly have been wishful thinking 
or carefully couched language to throw off any apprehension they might have had about this event. On 
the other hand, there is no evidence that Abraham knew God would provide a different kind of sacrifice 
and Isaac would be unharmed. In fact, we have no idea what was going on in Abraham’s mind unless we 
consult the inspired record of Hebrews 11:9: “[Abraham] considered God to be able even to raise 
someone from the dead; therefore, he received him back, figuratively speaking.” When God’s people act 
in faith, they never try to designate the method God will use to achieve the ends they believe He has 
promised. 
 
22:6-8. A typology of the ultimate sacrifice began to emerge as Isaac carried the wood for his own death 
up the mountain while Abraham carried the fire and the knife. But Isaac noticed there was something 
wrong with this picture. He asked about the sacrificial lamb, and Abraham replied with one of the great 
lines of the Old Testament: “God himself will provide the lamb.” 
 
How old was Isaac when this event took place? In verse 5 we see the English word boy, but the Hebrew 
word which it translates could mean anything from an infant (Exod. 2:6) to a young man (1 Chr. 12:28). 
Most scholars believe Isaac was a strong and healthy teenager at this point in his life, so he was capable 
of refusing or resisting the entire process. Therefore, we see the faith of both father and son as this 
scenario played out at Moriah. 
 
Genesis 22:9-14 
SUPPORTING IDEA: Abraham’s God asks of His people complete trust, obedience, and surrender of all 
human possessions, including life itself. Just as Abraham trusted God to find a way, we stand in the 
same position about every challenge we face in our lives. 
 
22:9-12. At any point in this awful journey, God could have stopped Abraham and said, “It is enough. I 
see your faith is sufficient.” But he did not. He allowed Abraham to go through the entire ritual of the 
sacrifice, including tying up the boy and placing him on the altar on top of the wood. Only when 
Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to slay his son did God stop him. How did he reply 
when he heard his name called from heaven? Exactly as he did in verse 1: “Here I am.” 
 
22:13-14. This passage captures the theme of the gospel of substitutionary atonement. Christ did not 
just die for the whole world; He died for each one of us. Isaac escaped death because God provided a 
ram that Abraham sacrificed as a burnt offering instead of his son. When our timid faith becomes tested 
faith, it can turn into triumphant faith. But it all begins with an acceptance of God’s substitutionary 
atonement. 
 
The key to the passage is verse 14. Abraham called this place Yahweh Yirʾeh— The Lord Will Provide. 
From that moment until the time Moses wrote these words, and well beyond that historic point, the site 
retained that name. Ross tells us, “This is the basis of a truth often repeated in the Old Testament: the 
Lord was to be worshiped in His holy mountain by the nation. . . . The Lord would see the needs of those 
who came before Him and would meet their needs. Thus in providing for them He would be ‘seen’ ” 
(Ross, 65).  
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[Kenneth O. Gangel (2013). Holman Old Testament Commentary. Broadman Holman. Retrieved from 
https://app.wordsearchbible.lifeway.com] 
 
LEVITICUS 4:27-35 
SUPPORTING IDEA: Each individual needed atonement and restoration to fellowship with God. 
 
4:27-35. The sin offering for the common Israelite consisted of an unblemished female goat or a lamb (v. 
32). The person was to lay his hand on the goat’s head and slaughter it as in other sin offerings. The 
remaining ritual followed the instructions for the male goat (vv. 22-26).  
 
[Glen S. Martin (2013). Holman Old Testament Commentary. Broadman Holman. Retrieved from 
https://app.wordsearchbible.lifeway.com] 
 
 
MARK 15:21-37  
SUPPORTING IDEA: Jesus endures crucifixion, so we would not have to face God’s punishment for our 
sin. 
 
15:21. According to the law, the guilty victim had to carry his cross, or at least the crossbeam, to the 
place of execution. Jesus was no exception. Jesus started out carrying the cross from Pilate’s hall (John 
19:16-17), but in his weakened state he was unable to carry it all the way to the execution site. The 
physical pain and psychological and emotional stress he felt is beyond description. 
 
Since Jesus could no longer carry the crossbeam, a certain man from Cyrene, Simon, the father of 
Alexander and Rufus, was passing by on his way in from the country, and they forced him to carry the 
cross. Simon may have become a Christian through this experience. In Romans 16:13 greetings are sent 
to a certain Rufus. It is possible this could be the same man mentioned by Mark. Mark probably 
mentioned these men because they were well known to the Roman church. Perhaps these “sons” 
became believers because of what happened to their “father” on the way to the place of crucifixion. 
 
15:22. Executions for the Romans and the Jews were held outside the city of Jerusalem (John 19:20). 
Golgotha is an Aramaic word that means The Place of the Skull. The place where Jesus was crucified 
could have gotten this name because it looked like a skull or there were many skulls there from the 
previous crucifixions. The location of “The Place of the Skull” is not known with certainty. 
 
15:23. The victims of crucifixion were customarily given a narcotic drink that would help deaden the pain 
(Prov. 31:6; Matt. 27:33-34). Jesus refused to drink this potion, choosing instead to stay fully conscious 
and experience the terrible sufferings of the crucifixion. 
 
15:24. Notice Mark’s phrase, “Then they crucified him.” Mark gives us just the facts. None of the Gospel 
writers go into great description about the crucifixion. Mark probably felt he did not need to because his 
Roman readers would understand the gruesome details of this method of execution. 
 
Sometimes the victim of crucifixion would not die for several days. Death was caused by exhaustion and 
suffocation. If the victim took too long to die, the Romans would break the victim’s legs to hasten the 
suffocation. In John’s Gospel the soldiers came to see if they needed to break Jesus’s legs to hasten His 
death, but they found He had already died (John 19:31-33). All of Jesus’s clothes, with the possible 
exception of a loincloth, were removed before He was nailed to the cross. The soldiers cast lots, the 
equivalent of throwing dice, to see who would get Jesus’s clothes. This was the fulfillment of the 
prophesy in Psalm 22:18. 
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15:25. Mark says that Jesus was crucified the third hour or about 9:00 a.m. This differs from John’s 
account (19:14), which says that Christ was crucified about the sixth hour or 12:00 noon. The difference 
between the two accounts can be attributed to different ways of calculating time. John was probably 
using the Roman time system that counted the hours from midnight to midnight. The sixth hour would 
then be 6:00 a.m. Mark was probably following the Jewish custom of counting hours from daybreak or 
6:00 a.m. The third hour would then be 9:00 a.m., according to Mark. 
 
Looking at the text closely, it appears that Jesus’s trial concluded about 6:00 a.m. (John) and that Jesus 
was crucified at 9:00 a.m. (Mark). During the intervening time, Jesus was taken from the court of Pilate, 
mocked by the Roman soldiers, led to Golgotha, and prepared for crucifixion (Lane, Mark, p. 567). 
 
15:26. It was customary for the person being executed to wear a message engraved on a board that 
indicated the crime he had committed. Over Jesus’s head was placed this message, The King of the 
Jews. Jesus was being crucified on the charge of high treason, since He claimed to be the king of the 
Jews. 
 
15:27. Jesus was placed between two robbers when He was crucified. These men were probably 
insurrectionists (15:7), and they may have been involved with Barabbas. 
 
15:28. This verse is not included in the NIV. Other translations tell us that Jesus’s hanging between two 
“thieves” (John 19:18) fulfilled prophecy (Isa. 53:12). Isaiah 53:12 is quoted in this verse for emphasis. 
 
15:29-30. Like hangings in the old west, crucifixion took place in a public location. Many people, out of 
curiosity, came out to the crucifixion site to watch. In this case, the crucifixion site was by a major 
thoroughfare that led into the city, since those who passed by hurled insults at Him. Notice the cruel 
mocking of the people. They threw the charges against Jesus in His face: “Ha! The one who would 
destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days. . ..” In essence, they were saying that if He could rebuild 
the temple then He ought to be able to save Himself. 
 
15:31-32. Adding insult to injury, the chief priests and the teachers of the law also mocked Jesus. These 
men were the spiritual leaders of the people. Instead of embracing Jesus as their long-awaited Messiah, 
they condemned Him to be crucified. The phrase, “He saved others, but he cannot save himself!” was 
meant to be sarcastic and cruel. Jesus did save others. He raised Lazarus from the dead. But in their 
mockery there was truth. Jesus could not save Himself, and save us, at the same time. He chose to save 
us. Praise God! 
 
The phrase, “Let the Messiah, the King of Israel,” is another way of mocking Jesus for His claim to be 
the Messiah. The religious leaders taunted Jesus and demanded that He demonstrate His power by 
coming down from the cross so they might see and believe. The criminals on each side of Jesus decided 
to join in on the insults, although according to Luke, one of them changed his mind (Luke 23:39-43). 
 
SUPPORTING IDEA: Jesus fulfills His mission through His death on the cross and separation from His 
Father. 
 
15:33. Matthew, Mark, and Luke report this event. The darkness lasted for three hours—from the time 
Jesus was crucified until the moment of His death. It was probably a solar eclipse. This miraculous 
darkening of the skies expressed the agony and grief of heaven over the death of the Son of God. Also, 
it is significant that this is happening during the Passover festival. The ninth plague in Egypt was a three-
day darkness followed by the last plague, the death of the firstborn (Exod. 10:22-11:9). The darkness at 
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Calvary was an announcement that God’s beloved Son, His firstborn, was giving His life for the sins of 
the world. 
 
15:34. Jesus made seven key statements when He hung on the cross. Mark records just one, “My God, 
my God, why have you abandoned me?” (See Ps. 22:1.) Jesus Christ was feeling the full wrath of God, 
His Father, against all the sins of mankind—past, present, and future. Jesus cried out in agony as He 
bore the sins of the world and was separated for the first time from His Father because of this sin. Jesus 
expressed horror at being separated from God, His Father. Jesus’s death on the cross fulfills the saying, 
“Cursed is everyone who is hung on a tree” (Deut. 21:23; Gal. 3:13). Jesus expressed the incredible pain 
of abandonment by God. Paul later said, “He made the one who did not know sin to be sin for us” (2 
Cor. 5:21). Yet, in all of this pain and agony Jesus did not renounce His Father but submitted to His will. 
Hallelujah, what a Savior! 
 
15:35. Some of the bystanders thought Jesus’s cry, “Eloi Eloi,” was a call for Elijah the prophet. Elijah 
was not only the forerunner of the Messiah, but he was also regarded as a deliverer of those in trouble. 
This shows the crowd’s ignorance and heartlessness as they taunted Jesus further by saying, “See, he’s 
calling for Elijah.” 
 
15:36. A person in the crowd ran to fill a sponge with wine vinegar and placed it on the end of a stick so 
Jesus could suck liquid from it. 
 
15:37. After six excruciating hours of torture Jesus uttered a loud cry and died. The fact that Jesus 
uttered a loud cry indicates that He did not die the ordinary death of one who was crucified. The victims 
of crucifixion usually had no strength left and often suffered complete exhaustion before dying. 
 
His loud cry was a shout of triumph and victory. Jesus willingly became our sacrifice for sin. Like a 
runner crossing the finish line to win the race, He shouted the victory.  
 
[Max Anders and Rodney Cooper (2012). HNTC Vol. 02: Mark. B&H Publishing Group. Retrieved from 
https://app.wordsearchbible.lifeway.com] 
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Day 2 — MATCHLESS FORGIVENESS 
 
OVERVIEW 
The Grand Narrative: Joseph and Jesus 
 
Scripture:  Genesis 37:3-4,18-28; 39:1-6; 41:46-49,53-57; 42:1-26; 45:1-14; John 

20:1-18 
Life Questions:   When were you reconciled to God through Christ, receiving  

forgiveness for your sins? Whom do you know who needs the 
forgiveness of Christ in his or her life? With whom do you need 
forgiveness and reconciliation?  

Key Verse:    2 Corinthians 5:18 
 
Joseph was abandoned and sold into slavery by his brothers, but God used that to provide for His 
people and worked through Joseph to show forgiveness to and reconcile with his brothers. Jesus came 
to earth to bring forgiveness. Through His resurrection from the dead, Jesus reconciled us to the Father, 
covering our sin and redeeming us so that we can have a relationship with the Father.   
 
Gather These Supplies: 

• Two buckets, two plastic spoons, pool noodle pieces (Note: The buckets can be substituted 
with boxes, plastic bins, etc) 

• Slips of colored paper—red, blue, green, and yellow 
• Notecards 
• Velcro strips 
• Sheets of paper 
• Pens 
• Camp Guides 
• Extra Bibles 

 
Prepare Ahead of Time: 

• Cut a pool noodle into 1” sections. Place two strips of tape on the floor to form two starting lines 
along with spoons. Place 8 pool noodle pieces behind one starting point and 15 at the other. At 
the opposite ends of the starting lines, place the two buckets.  

• Print each of the timeline points on a notecard:  
# 1 - Joseph received a special coat from his father and had dreams about his family.  
# 2 – Joseph was sold into slavery by his brothers due to their jealousy and hatred of him.  
# 3 - He was bought by Potiphar, found favor with him, and was put in charge of his household. 
# 4 - Joseph interprets a dream in prison, which leads to him interpreting a dream for Pharaoh. 
# 5 - God provided wisdom to Joseph, so he stored up grain for the years of famine.  
# 6 - Joseph opened the storehouses so people could come and get grain.  
# 7 - Joseph provided for and forgave his brothers and invited them to live close to him, a sign 
of reconciliation.  

• Place a Velcro strip on each timeline notecard.  
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• Cut slips of colored paper in equal amounts—red, blue, green, and yellow—one for each 
student. 

• Make four copies of this set of questions:  
o What is a definition of jealousy?  
o What did jealousy on the part of the brothers lead them to do? 
o How did Joseph’s brothers’ plot evolve?  
o What do you think made Reuben and Judah change their minds? 
o How do you think Joseph was feeling during this discussion among his brothers? 
o What ultimately happened to Joseph? 

• Make four copies of this set of questions:  
o How do you think Joseph felt when he first saw and recognized his brothers? 
o What are some possible reactions to someone doing you wrong? 
o How do we see God in the midst of this story? 

• Print a copy of each of the four scenarios:  
o Scenario #1  

A friend has become upset with you and is spreading rumors about you at school. As a 
result, your friend group has called you out on social media. Discuss the possible responses 
and the forgiveness steps that God would desire. 

o Scenario #2  
You stayed out past your curfew last night and lied to your parents about where you were 
and what time you got home. Discuss the possible responses and the forgiveness steps that 
God would desire. 

o Scenario #3  
God has been convicting you about going on an international trip with your church, and you 
have made all the excuses not to do it. Discuss the possible responses and the forgiveness 
steps that God would desire. 

o Scenario #4 
A couple years ago, you made some bad choices, and you cannot seem to let go of them 
and move on. This is resulting in you not feeling like God can use you, so you are not 
involved in serving at your church. Discuss the possible responses and the forgiveness 
steps that God would desire. 

• Print each word of 2 Corinthians 5:18 on a separate notecard:  
o “Everything is from God, who has reconciled us to himself through Christ and has given us 

the ministry of reconciliation” (2 Corinthians 5:18). 
 

 
MOTIVATION 
 
Don’t Drop the Ball 
Divide the group into two teams and assign starting lines to each. Ask each group to choose five 
students to line up behind their starting line.  
 
Give these directions:  

• When I say “go,” the first student in line will grab a pool noodle piece, place it on a plastic spoon 
and balance it, walking it to the other side where they will drop it into the bucket. You must hold 
the spoon at the end of the handle, and you may not touch the pool noodle piece at any time. If 
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someone drops the piece, holds or touches it, he must go back to the starting line and begin 
again. 

• Once a student has dropped the piece in the bucket, she will run back, tag the next student in 
line, and that student will do likewise.  

• Teams will get a point for each piece that makes its way into the bucket at the end of game play.  
 
Signal for teams to go. Allow 1 minute of play. Call time. Count the pieces in the buckets. Award the 
team with the most as the winner.  
 
Debrief this activity by asking the following questions:  
 

• What could you do differently to be more successful, if you played again? 
• If you personally dropped a piece, how did you feel? How did you feel toward your team? 

How did you respond? 
• If someone on your team dropped a piece, how did you honestly feel toward him/her? How 

did you respond? 
 

Say: “In life, we all mess up and drop the ball, because we are all sinners. Today, we will focus on 
forgiveness and reconciliation. Jesus made forgiveness possible through His sacrifice on the 
cross that we talked about yesterday, and He made reconciliation to the Father possible by 
arising from and overcoming death.”  
 
Ask a student to share one thing that stood out to him in today’s quiet time. Pray, asking the Lord to 
reveal Himself and His truths to the group.  
 
 
EXAMINATION 
Genesis 37:3-4,18-28 
 
Say: “Let me introduce you to the Old Testament character named Joseph. Joseph was the 11th 
of 12 sons of Jacob (also known as Israel) and his second wife Rachel. We are going to learn a lot 
about Joseph in today’s lesson.” 
 
Favoritism 
Lead students to turn to Genesis 37:3-10. Refer to verses 3-4 but do not read them aloud.  
 
Say: “Joseph was the favorite of his dad because he was born to him in old age.“  
 
Ask: 

• What evidence was there that he was Israel’s favorite? (Robe, a coat of many colors versus 
long sleeve robe) 

• How did his brothers respond? (They were jealous and hated him.) 
 
Refer back to the opening activity where you favored one team over the other one by giving that team 
more pool noodle pieces, which gave them an advantage. Ask each team how this impacted their game 
and how they felt about it.  
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Dreams 
Refer students to verses 5-10. Say: “In these verses, we see where Joseph, at the age of 17, had 
two dreams. One was where the sheaves bowed down to him, and one was where the sun and 
moon bowed down to him. The sheaves were his brothers. The sun and moon represented his 
mom and dad. He made his brothers aware of his dream, which caused even more hatred toward 
Joseph by his brothers.” 
 
Ask for a show of hands for those students who dream on a regular basis. Then, ask those students to 
keep their hands raised if they experience recurring dreams. Call on a student to share briefly.  
 
Say: “In Bible times, God gave His people dreams or the ability to interpret dreams in order to 
protect them from danger and fulfill His purposes.”  
 
Hand the first timeline card to a student and instruct him to read the statement, take a piece of tape, and 
place it to the timeline located on a focal wall. Timeline card # 1: Joseph received a special coat from his 
father and had dreams about his family.  
 
Jealousy and Hatred  
Say: “Let’s see how Joseph’s brothers handled their dad’s favoritism toward Joseph.” Call on two 
students to read aloud Genesis 37:18-28, with one reading five verses and the other reading six.  
 

18 They saw him in the distance, and before he had reached them, they plotted to kill him. 19 They 
said to one another, “Oh, look, here comes that dream expert! 20 So now, come on, let’s kill him 
and throw him into one of the pits. We can say that a vicious animal ate him. Then we’ll see what 
becomes of his dreams!” 21 When Reuben heard this, he tried to save him from them. He said, 
“Let’s not take his life.” 22 Reuben also said to them, “Don’t shed blood. Throw him into this pit 
in the wilderness, but don’t lay a hand on him”—intending to rescue him from them and return 
him to his father. 23 When Joseph came to his brothers, they stripped off Joseph’s robe, the 
long-sleeved robe that he had on. 24 Then they took him and threw him into the pit. The pit was 
empty, without water. 25 They sat down to eat a meal, and when they looked up, there was a 
caravan of Ishmaelites coming from Gilead. Their camels were carrying aromatic gum, balsam, 
and resin, going down to Egypt. 26 Judah said to his brothers, “What do we gain if we kill our 
brother and cover up his blood? 27 Come on, let’s sell him to the Ishmaelites and not lay a hand 
on him, for he is our brother, our own flesh,” and his brothers agreed. 28 When Midianite traders 
passed by, his brothers pulled Joseph out of the pit and sold him for twenty pieces of silver to 
the Ishmaelites, who took Joseph to Egypt. 

 
Divide the original two teams into four. Once the groups have formed, lead groups to discuss these 
questions: 
 

• What is a definition of jealousy? 
• What did jealousy on the part of the brothers lead them to do? (They hated Joseph and sold 

him to the Ishmaelites.) 
• How did Joseph’s brothers’ plot evolve? (They planned to kill him, then decided just to throw 

him in a pit, and finally ended up selling him.) 
• What do you think made Reuben and Judah change their minds? 
• How do you think Joseph was feeling during this discussion among his brothers? 
• What ultimately happened to Joseph? (He was sold and taken to Egypt.) 
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Pass the second timeline card to a student and instruct her to read the statement, take a piece of tape, 
and place it to the timeline located on a focal wall. Timeline card # 2: Joseph was sold into slavery by his 
brothers due to their jealousy and hatred of him.  
 
Genesis 39:1-6; 41:46-49,53-57 
 
Faithful 
Ask a volunteer to read aloud Genesis 39:1-6.  
 

1 Now Joseph had been taken to Egypt. An Egyptian named Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh and 
the captain of the guards, bought him from the Ishmaelites who had brought him there. 2 The 
LORD was with Joseph, and he became a successful man, serving in the household of his 
Egyptian master. 3 When his master saw that the LORD was with him and that the LORD made 
everything he did successful, 4 Joseph found favor with his master and became his personal 
attendant. Potiphar also put him in charge of his household and placed all that he owned under 
his authority. 5 From the time that he put him in charge of his household and of all that he 
owned, the LORD blessed the Egyptian’s house because of Joseph. The LORD’s blessing was on 
all that he owned, in his house and in his fields. 6 He left all that he owned under Joseph’s 
authority; he did not concern himself with anything except the food he ate. 

 
Discuss these questions as a large group: 
 

• What happened to Joseph after he arrived in Egypt? (Bought by Potiphar, an Egyptian officer 
of Pharaoh) 

• How does verse 3 describe Joseph? (The Lord was with him, and he became successful.) 
 
Say: “Joseph did not get just any job with Potiphar. He became his personal assistant, and he was 
in charge of his household.”  
 
Share this statement: “God has a plan and purpose, even in times of hardship and uncertainty.” 
Point out that when God is with us, we often find favor with others.  
 
Distribute the third timeline card to a student and instruct him to read the statement, take a piece of 
tape, and place it to the timeline located on a focal wall. Timeline card # 3: He was bought by Potiphar, 
found favor with him, and was put in charge of his household. 
 
Share:  
Potiphar’s wife attempted to seduce Joseph, but he refused her advances. Citing his garment as 
evidence, Potiphar’s wife falsely accused Joseph of having assaulted her. Joseph was sent to prison. 
But, while in prison, Joseph interpreted dreams. The next thing Joseph knew, he was interpreting 
Pharaoh’s dream. The dream was interpreted to mean seven years of abundance and seven years of 
famine in the land.  
 
Say: “Because Joseph could interpret Pharaoh’s dreams, he went further into Pharaoh’s service. 
He gave Joseph his signet ring and put him in charge of all of Egypt.” (Genesis 41:41-43). 
 
Distribute the fourth timeline card to a student and instruct him to read the statement, take a piece of 
tape, and place it to the timeline located on a focal wall. Timeline card # 4: Joseph interprets a dream in 
prison, which leads to him interpreting a dream for Pharaoh. 
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Say: “God used Pharaoh’s dream and Joseph interpreting it to help Joseph know what was 
coming and how to handle it. Joseph was in tune with God and His leading and provision. He was 
a faithful, God-honoring servant.” 
 
Say: “This is what faithfulness is all about—doing what you say you will do. God is always faithful. 
We are to remain faithful to Him.”  
 
Lead students to turn to page 17 in their Camp Guide to answer the following questions: 
 
God has been faithful to me by: 
 

________________________ 
 
________________________ 
 
________________________  
 

• Do you think others would describe you as a faithful, God-honoring servant? Why or why 
not?  

• When has there been a time that you experienced hardship but remained faithful? 
 
Wisdom from on High 
Share: “In verses 46-49 in Genesis 41, we see where Joseph entered Pharaoh’s service and 
traveled throughout Egypt. In the seven years of abundance, he gathered excess food and stored 
up grain for the years of famine. He was given wisdom from on high.”  
 
Ask the whole group: “Why is seeking and relying on the Lord’s wisdom and guidance so 
important?”  
 
Say: “We need God’s wisdom to help us in life every day.”  
 
Distribute the fifth timeline card to a student and instruct her to read the statement, take a piece of tape, 
and place it to the timeline located on a focal wall. Timeline card # 5: God provided wisdom to Joseph, 
so he stored up grain for the years of famine.  
 
Say: “In verses 53-57 of Genesis 41, we see where Joseph’s dream became reality—seven years 
of abundance and seven of famine. During the famine, Joseph opened the storehouses and sold 
grain to all Egyptians. Every land came to Joseph in Egypt to buy grain. Because Joseph listened 
to God, who granted him wisdom and favor, he saved the people from starvation.”  
 
Say: “While we may not have experienced a famine, we have all gone through the COVID-19 
pandemic.” Ask: “How has your dependence and reliance on the Lord changed during the months 
of the pandemic?”  
 
Distribute the sixth timeline card to a student and instruct her to read the statement, take a piece of 
tape, and place it to the timeline located on a focal wall. Timeline card #6: Joseph opened the 
storehouses so people could come and get grain.  
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Genesis 42:1-26; 45:1-14 
 
Forgiveness and Reconciliation 
Share this recap of Genesis 42:1-26: 
Jacob learned there was grain in Egypt and sent ten of his sons to buy it. When the brothers arrived in 
Egypt, they appeared before Joseph and bowed to him, which fulfilled the dream that Joseph had years 
before. Joseph recognized his brothers, but they did not recognize him. He treated them as strangers, 
accused them of being spies, and imprisoned them for three days. were not spies. He told them he 
would allow one to go back to get the youngest brother, but he ended up only keeping Simeon. Joseph 
gave orders to give them grain. The money they paid was put back in their bags. They loaded the grain 
and left. 
 
Ask two students to read aloud Genesis 45:1-14: 

1 Joseph could no longer keep his composure in front of all his attendants, so he called out, 
“Send everyone away from me!” No one was with him when he revealed his identity to his 
brothers. 2 But he wept so loudly that the Egyptians heard it, and also Pharaoh’s household 
heard it. 3 Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph! Is my father still living?” But they could not 
answer him because they were terrified in his presence. 4 Then Joseph said to his brothers, 
“Please, come near me,” and they came near. “I am Joseph, your brother,” he said, “the one you 
sold into Egypt. 5 And now don’t be grieved or angry with yourselves for selling me here, 
because God sent me ahead of you to preserve life. 6 For the famine has been in the land these 
two years, and there will be five more years without plowing or harvesting. 7 God sent me ahead 
of you to establish you as a remnant within the land and to keep you alive by a great 
deliverance. 8 Therefore it was not you who sent me here, but God. He has made me a father to 
Pharaoh, lord of his entire household, and ruler over all the land of Egypt. 9 “Return quickly to my 
father and say to him, ‘This is what your son Joseph says: “God has made me lord of all Egypt. 
Come down to me without delay. 10 You can settle in the land of Goshen and be near me—you, 
your children, and your grandchildren, your flocks, your herds, and all you have. 11 There I will 
sustain you, for there will be five more years of famine. Otherwise, you, your household, and 
everything you have will become destitute.”’ 12 Look! Your eyes and the eyes of my brother 
Benjamin can see that I’m the one speaking to you. 13 Tell my father about all my glory in Egypt 
and about all you have seen. And bring my father here quickly.” 14 Then Joseph threw his arms 
around his brother Benjamin and wept, and Benjamin wept on his shoulder. 

 
Give each student a slip of colored paper—red, blue, green, and yellow. Invite students to form groups 
based on their color of paper. Instruct groups to discuss: 
 

• How do you think Joseph felt when he first saw and recognized his brothers? 
• What are some possible reactions to someone doing you wrong? 
• How do we see God in the midst of this story? 

 
Share this truth: “God can redeem evil and use it for His good.”  
 
Point back to the original dream. Ask: “How did we see Joseph’s dream come true?” (The brothers 
bowed to Joseph when they came to buy grain.) 
Ask the large group:  
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• How would you define forgiveness? Allow for responses and then share this definition: It is 
freeing someone from the debt of whatever offense they committed against you. It is 
foregoing the right to get even. 
[https://meaningfulmama.com/character-building-object-lesson-about-forgiveness.html] 

• How would you define reconciliation? Allow for responses and then share this definition: the 
restoration of friendly relations. 

• What is the difference between forgiveness and reconciliation?  
 
Share: “Forgiveness focuses on the problem while reconciliation focuses on the relationship.” 
 
Ask: “Did Joseph forgive his brothers?” (At first, he was angry, but ultimately he did.)  “Did he 
reconcile with his brothers?” (Yes, he invited them to live near him.) 
 
Talk through the emotions he went through—mad, sad, hopeful, forgiving, and reconciled. 
 
Lead students to turn to page 18 in their Camp Guide to answer the following questions: 
 

• When have you forgiven someone?  
• Did you go the extra step to reconciliation?  
• Is it easier to forgive someone or to allow someone to forgive you? 

 
Distribute the seventh timeline card to a student and instruct her to read the statement, take a piece of 
tape, and place it to the timeline located on a focal wall. Timeline card #7: Joseph provided for and 
forgave his brothers and invited them to live close to him, a sign of reconciliation.  
 
John 20:1-18 
 
Reconciled with the Father 
Say: “We just saw a great example of forgiveness when Joseph forgave his brothers. Now, we 
discover the ultimate example of forgiveness and reconciliation when Jesus rose from the grave, 
overcoming death and allowing us to be forgiven and reconciled to God.”  
 
Call on a couple students to read aloud John 20:1-18.  
 

1 On the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came to the tomb early, while it was still dark. 
She saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. 2 So she went running to Simon Peter 
and to the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said to them, “They’ve taken the Lord out of 
the tomb, and we don’t know where they’ve put him!” 3 At that, Peter and the other disciple went 
out, heading for the tomb. 4 The two were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter 
and got to the tomb first. 5 Stooping down, he saw the linen cloths lying there, but he did not go 
in. 6 Then, following him, Simon Peter also came. He entered the tomb and saw the linen cloths 
lying there. 7 The wrapping that had been on his head was not lying with the linen cloths but was 
folded up in a separate place by itself. 8 The other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, then 
also went in, saw, and believed. 9 For they did not yet understand the Scripture that he must rise 
from the dead. 10 Then the disciples returned to the place where they were staying. 11 But Mary 
stood outside the tomb, crying. As she was crying, she stooped to look into the tomb. 12 She 
saw two angels in white sitting where Jesus’s body had been lying, one at the head and the 
other at the feet. 13 They said to her, “Woman, why are you crying?” “Because they’ve taken 
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away my Lord,” she told them, “and I don’t know where they’ve put him.” 14 Having said this, 
she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know it was Jesus. 15 
“Woman,” Jesus said to her, “why are you crying? Who is it that you’re seeking?” Supposing he 
was the gardener, she replied, “Sir, if you’ve carried him away, tell me where you’ve put him, 
and I will take him away.” 16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.” Turning around, she said to him in 
Aramaic, “Rabboni!” - which means “Teacher.” 17 “Don’t cling to me,” Jesus told her, “since I 
have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and tell them that I am ascending to 
my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.” 18 Mary Magdalene went and announced 
to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord!” And she told them what he had said to her. 

 
Point students to page 18 of their Camp Guide to answer the following questions: 
 
How do you think you may have responded to the empty tomb had you been with Mary? Circle 
your response.  
 

• I would have gone home and hidden out of fear.  
• I would have celebrated that Jesus had risen from the grave. 
• I would have cried thinking Jesus’s body had been stolen.  

 
What is the significance of the empty tomb to you today? 
 
Discuss as a large group:  
 

• What did Mary Magdalene find when she went to the tomb? (The tomb was empty.) 
• What might have been some of the initial thoughts or reactions to the empty tomb?  
• Who did Mary Magdalene encounter at the tomb? (Jesus addresses Mary Magdalene and 

talks to her.) 
• How did Mary Magdalene respond? (She ran and told the disciples.) 

 
Say: Like Mary, we are to share Jesus with others. Challenge students to look for times to share their 
stories and the message of the gospel in the days ahead.  
 
Ask: “What comparisons can you make between Joseph and Jesus?” Point students to page 19 in 
the Camp Guide to make these comparisons.  
 
Say: “Through His resurrection from the dead, Jesus reconciled us with the Father, covering our 
sin and redeeming us so that we can have a relationship with the Father and spend eternity in 
heaven with Him.” 
 
 
APPLICATION 
Play a few rounds of the game, Clumps. Call out a number and lead students to form groups of that 
number. Then, lead them to find as many things as they can that they have in common.  
 
Say: “One thing that we all have in common is that we are sinners. Everyone has done wrong and 
needs forgiveness from God, others, and themselves. Jesus died and rose again so that we can 
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be forgiven and reconciled to the Father. Let’s be forgiving people and take a step further to 
reconcile and mend broken relationships.” 
 
Real Life Forgiveness—What Would You Do?  
Distribute one of the scenarios to each of the groups and instruct students to discuss their situation. Ask 
one or two groups to share as time permits.  
 
Scenario #1  
A friend has become upset with you and is spreading rumors about you at school. As a result, your 
friend group has called you out on social media. Discuss the possible responses and the forgiveness 
steps that God would desire. 
 
Scenario #2  
You stayed out past your curfew last night and lied to your parents about where you were and what time 
you got home. Discuss the possible responses and the forgiveness steps that God would desire. 
 
 
Scenario #3  
God has been convicting you about going on an international trip with your church, and you have made 
all the excuses not to do it. Discuss the possible responses and the forgiveness steps that God would 
desire. 
 
Scenario #4 
A couple years ago, you made some bad choices, and you cannot seem to let go of them and move on. 
This is resulting in you not feeling like God can use you, so you are not involved in serving at your 
church. Discuss the possible responses and the forgiveness steps that God would desire. 
 
What’s This Mean to Me? 
Refer students to page 19 of their Camp Guide to answer the questions found there:  
 

• For what do you need to forgive yourself or someone else? 
• What mistakes and sins do you need to repent to God and ask for forgiveness over? 
• What next steps do you need to take? 

 
 
KEY VERSE 
“Everything is from God, who has reconciled us to himself through Christ and has given us the ministry 
of reconciliation” (2 Corinthians 5:18). 
 
Pass out the Key Verse Cards to students and tell them to hold their word card in front of them with the 
word showing.  
 
Guide students, (even those who did not get a card) to work together to put students in the proper order 
of the Key Verse. Time them to see how quickly they can get lined up. Go down the line and direct each 
student to say his word aloud. Lead students to recite the verse aloud a couple more times.  
 
Call on a student to pray to dismiss the group.  
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COMMENTARY 
 
Genesis 37:3-4 
SUPPORTING IDEA: Favoritism is always wrong and is especially harmful when displayed in a family.  
 
37:3. The Scripture states that Israel (the God-given name for Jacob; Gen. 32:28) loved Joseph more 
than any of his other sons. This is reminiscent of Jacob’s attitude toward his now-deceased wife Rachel 
(Gen 29:30). It is also reminiscent of the treatment of Jacob by his mother Rebekah (Gen. 25:28). The 
reason given for Jacob’s preferential treatment is that Joseph had been born to him in his old age. This 
was probably Jacob’s stated reason, but the facts bear out that since Joseph had been born, so had 
Benjamin. In fact, Jacob would live for many more years during which time Joseph would be in Egypt 
and then Jacob himself would live in Egypt. 
    
An evidence of Jacob’s bias toward Joseph is shown in the special robe that Joseph was given. There 
has been much discussion of what exactly made this robe unique. The NIV speaks of a richly 
ornamented robe. Traditionally, this robe has been seen as a brightly colored, striped robe. This 
interpretation is based on the Greek translation of the Hebrew Old Testament whose translators were 
probably unclear about the exact meaning. It is used again in 2 Samuel 13:18 of a “a long-sleeved robe, 
because this is what the king’s virgin daughters wore,” but this does not help in describing the actual 
robe, though it was obviously special. 
    
When the Hebrew term is compared to cognate Semitic terms, the translations given are either a coat or 
tunic with long sleeves (NRSV), or a richly embroidered tunic as in the NIV. Either way, the coat 
distinguished Joseph as the favorite son of Jacob. 
 
37:4. Combined with the earlier unfavorable report that Joseph had given to his father about them, the 
brothers despised Joseph because of their father’s special treatment. In fact, they could not speak a 
kind word to him. These words are in antithesis with the “bad report” (v. 2b) that Joseph had spoken of 
them.  
 
[Kenneth O. Gangel (2013). Holman Old Testament Commentary. Broadman Holman. Retrieved from 
https://app.wordsearchbible.lifeway.com] 
 
Genesis 37:18-28 
SUPPORTING IDEA: Through the jealousy and hatred of Joseph’s brothers, God delivers Joseph into 
Egypt.  
 
37:18-22. Joseph’s ten brothers (Benjamin was not part of the group) saw him in the distance. Referring 
to him as that dreamer, they decided to kill him. This reference to a dreamer may indicate that they were 
concerned about his dreams and therefore determined to act in such a manner as to prevent the 
possible fulfillment of the dreams. If so, they were acting in conscious rebellion against what they might 
have suspected was prophetic knowledge. 
    
Reuben, Jacob’s firstborn son (Gen. 29:32), apparently had second thoughts about this plan. He 
suggested that rather than taking an active role in killing Joseph, they should throw him into a cistern. 
The other brothers assumed that Joseph would then die “of natural causes” and their guilt would not be 
as severe over his death. 
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Later Reuben would remind his brothers of his warning about killing Joseph (Gen. 42:22). Reuben had 
plans to rescue Joseph and secretly restore him to his father (Gen. 37:22). This was probably not 
motivated by love but by a desire to make restitution to his father for his act of sleeping with his father’s 
concubine Bilhah (Gen. 35:22). 
 
37:23-27. Joseph was stripped of his robe that symbolized his special relationship with his father and 
thrown into the dry, empty cistern. As the brothers were eating, a caravan of Ishmaelites coming from 
Gilead approached. Traveling the east-west trade route that would now join the north-south trade route, 
these merchants used camels to carry their cargo of spices, balm, and myrrh. Without firstborn Reuben 
present, Judah acted as the ringleader of the brothers and suggested that they sell Joseph to the 
traders. This would not only release them of the guilt of killing him, but it would gain them a financial 
profit as well. 
 
37:28. Joseph was sold for twenty shekels of silver. In later times in Israel, this was the value of a young 
male who had been dedicated to the Lord and was being redeemed (Lev. 27:5).  
 
[Kenneth O. Gangel (2013). Holman Old Testament Commentary. Broadman Holman. Retrieved from 
https://app.wordsearchbible.lifeway.com] 
 
Genesis 39:1-6 
SUPPORTING IDEA: Joseph is shown to be a faithful, God-honoring servant.  
 
39:1. On his arrival in Egypt, Joseph was sold to a man named Potiphar, who worked for the pharaoh of 
Egypt. Potiphar is called the captain of the guard, which was a very responsible position.  
 
39:2-6a. Joseph rose through the various ranks of Potiphar’s servants to become the chief steward in 
Potiphar’s household. His rise in position was related to his relationship with the Lord. It is twice stated 
that the Lord was with Joseph and further that the Lord gave him success in everything he did. The fact 
that Joseph lived in the house of his Egyptian master would be significant when temptation came. 
    
Potiphar was blessed because of Joseph in keeping with the Abrahamic promise that “I will bless those 
who bless you” and “all the peoples on earth will be blessed through you” (Gen. 12:3). The blessing to 
Potiphar extended beyond what Joseph had immediate contact with to everything Potiphar had, both in 
the house and in the field. Because of this Joseph was in charge of everything. In the house Potiphar did 
not concern himself with anything except the food he ate.  
 
[Kenneth O. Gangel (2013). Holman Old Testament Commentary. Broadman Holman. Retrieved from 
https://app.wordsearchbible.lifeway.com] 
 
 
Genesis 41:46-49, 53-57 
A chronological note (v. 46) places Joseph at thirty years of age at this critical point in his life. 
Comparison with 37:2 shows that Joseph’s slavery and imprisonment must have lasted some 12 or 13 
years. Entered the service represents the Hebrew, “stood before” (Deut. 1:38; 1 Sam. 16:21). Joseph 
made a tour of the land of Egypt. 
    
Joseph’s dream is exactly fulfilled. Egypt enjoyed abundant food for seven years, and each year Joseph 
stored up of the abundance in the granaries of the cities throughout the land. The story means of course 
that normal needs were met and what was superfluous was stored, unless the proportion of verse 34, 
i.e., one-fifth, was really observed. 
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Joseph, now second in command in the land, married to an aristocratic wife as befitted his new rank, is 
now blessed with two sons, Manasseh and Ephraim. The first name means “making to forget,” but this 
does not mean that he forgot, or blotted out either the memory of his slavery or of his upbringing. It 
either means, as von Rad says, “to have something no longer” or better “was compensated for” or 
“received the comforting equivalent of,” i.e., a national rank for hardship, his own family for his father’s 
family. The second name, Ephraim, means to be fruitful, appropriate for a second son, and also 
descriptive of the land of Ephraim, i.e., northern Israel, where the tribes of Ephraim and Manasseh 
eventually settled. The sons are born during the period of plenty, so even Joseph’s family fortunes are in 
accord with his predictions. 
    
The circumstances of Joseph’s marriage should be contrasted with the marriages of the earlier favorite 
sons. Isaac was not allowed to leave the land when his wife was sought. Jacob flees from the land and 
finds his wife from the Haran branch of the family. Joseph is forcibly taken from Canaan to Egypt where 
he marries an Egyptian lady. 
    
Isaac and Jacob thus married within the patriarchal family, but Judah married a Canaanite woman (38:2), 
and also had sons from his Canaanite daughter-in-law. Thus in the royal Judah-Davidic house there is a 
strong Canaanite element. Joseph’s two sons by his Egyptian wife became the two principal tribes of 
northern Israel. Altogether Israel is eventually of very cosmopolitan origin, and the mixture of nationality 
in the tribes, in the royal house, as in the capital city, Jerusalem itself, are most marked (cf. Ezek. 16:3). 
Obviously if late Jewish influences were really responsible for the stories of the exclusive marriages of 
Isaac and Jacob, as it is sometimes claimed, such influences no longer applied in the story of Judah and 
Joseph. However, the better explanation is once again to be found in the strength and reliability of the 
traditions of the witnesses.    
Again, as Joseph had predicted, the seven years of plenty were followed by seven years of famine, and 
the famine occurred in all lands. This is the Old Testament way of saying, “The famine was pretty 
universal” (cf. 1 Kings 10:24; 18:10). Emergencies and shortages would inevitably occur in spite of 
precautions and plans. There is therefore no necessary inconsistency between verses 54 and 55. The 
thriftless and the nervous would inevitably complain, but Joseph had provided. The RSV correctly 
supplies storehouses in verse 56. 
    
Verse 57 is also the link, historical in itself, which provides the framework for the first visit of Joseph’s 
brethren to Egypt.  
 
[Clifton J Allen (2017). (p. 268). Broadman Bible Commentary: Genesis-Exodus. Retrieved from 
https://app.wordsearchbible.lifeway.com] 
 
 
Genesis 42:1-26 
SUPPORTING IDEA: God creates circumstances that bring Jacob’s sons into contact with Joseph, the 
brother whom they had sold into slavery. 
 
42:1-5. Jacob sent his ten oldest sons from Hebron in Canaan to Egypt to buy food. God created the 
circumstances that would cause Jacob's family to begin the process of moving to Egypt. The famine 
provided the impetus. It became known that there was grain in Egypt, so Jacob sent all his sons except 
Benjamin to obtain food. Jacob’s question, “Why do you keep looking at each other?” contrasts their 
lack of leadership with what their younger brother Joseph had exercised the last seven years as an 
Egyptian government official. 
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Benjamin, Joseph's full brother, was not sent to Egypt because his father Jacob was afraid that harm 
might come to him. What is unstated is the implication that perhaps his other sons could not be trusted 
with Joseph’s brother. Again Jacob was treating one son differently from the others. This action might 
have brought Joseph back to the minds of the brothers. 
 
42:6-13. Of all the places in Egypt to which Joseph’s brothers might have journeyed, and of all the 
people with whom they might have dealt, it was to Joseph that they came to purchase food. God’s 
sovereignty is clearly seen here. Even if Joseph stationed himself at the most likely storage city on the 
route from Canaan, and even if Joseph insisted on seeing anyone coming from Canaan, it is still amazing 
that this meeting took place with all the possible variables present. 
    
When the brothers arrived, they bowed down to him with their faces to the ground. This was a direct, 
though still partial, fulfillment of Genesis 37:10 where his father had asked Joseph, “Am I and your 
mother and your brothers really going to come and bow down to the ground before you?”  
Joseph’s initial recognition and treatment of his brothers is detailed in Genesis 42:7-17. He pretended to 
be a stranger and spoke harshly to them. This included accusing them of being spies. The reason for 
such treatment is never explained, but it is possible that Joseph was testing the character of his 336 
brothers. They told the truth when they replied, “We are all sons of one man. We are honest; your 
servants are not spies.” But their statement about honesty had to be limited to the purpose of their 
journey—not past history! 
    
Although the brothers encountered Joseph several times, they did not recognize him. Not until Joseph 
revealed his identity did they know who he was. As Joseph continued to accuse them of evil intent, they 
revealed more and more about themselves, including the fact that there were twelve brothers, the sons 
of one man, who lives in the land of Canaan. The youngest is now with our father, and one is no more. 
 
42:14-20. As a test Joseph declared that they would be thrown into prison and only one would be 
allowed to leave to bring the missing brother so he could learn if they were telling the truth. Of course, 
Joseph knew what they had told was the truth. It was a test to see if they would turn on one another as 
they did on him so many years before. He put them in custody for three days, probably so they would 
have time to come up with a plan and reveal to Joseph their true character. 
    
On the third day Joseph communicated once more with his brothers. He discreetly revealed to them his 
religious commitment when he said, “I fear God.” He amended his early request that they all remain, 
except one. Now he declared that all of them could return to their father, except one. A lone brother 
would remain to ensure that the missing brother Benjamin was brought to Egypt when they returned. 
 
42:21-23. The first hint that the brothers might acknowledge their sin of some twenty years ago occurred 
when they discussed Joseph’s proposal: “Obviously, we are being punished for what we did to our 
brother. We saw his deep distress when he pleaded with us, but we would not listen. That is why this 
trouble has come to us.” The brothers interpreted the latest event theologically but declared that they 
were reaping what they had sown (Gal. 6:7). Reuben, the oldest, tried to avoid some responsibility by 
reminding them of his suggestion. Joseph was able to understand this discussion, although the brothers 
assumed he could not. Because he knew what they were saying, he had to turn away to weep. 
 
42:24-26. Joseph required that Simeon remain behind as a hostage until the youngest brother Benjamin 
could return on the next trip. He may have chosen Simeon because of the attempt on Reuben’s part to 
spare his life before (Gen. 37:21-22). Simeon was the next oldest. He had Simeon bound before their 
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eyes. This may have reminded them again of what they did to Joseph some twenty years before when 
he was bound as a slave to prevent him from running away (Gen. 37:28).   
Joseph realized that the famine would last for seven years, so he knew the brothers would need to 
return. He placed their payment back in their food shipment and sent them home, knowing they would 
now be faced with a great dilemma. Should they return to the one from whom it appeared they had 
stolen?  
 
[Kenneth O. Gangel (2013). Holman Old Testament Commentary. Broadman Holman. Retrieved from 
https://app.wordsearchbible.lifeway.com] 
 
 
Genesis 45:1-14 
SUPPORTING IDEA: In an act filled with great emotion, Joseph finally reveals his true identity to his 
brothers. 
 
45:1-3. The urgent pleas by Judah on behalf of Benjamin and his father caused Joseph to break 
emotionally. Unable to restrain himself any longer, Joseph ordered his attendants out and revealed his 
true identity to his brothers: “I am Joseph! Is my father still living?” What a shock! He disclosed his 
identity in an atmosphere of such intense emotion that the weeping by Joseph was heard by his 
household and reported to Pharaoh’s household. First, Joseph wanted his brothers to know who he was 
and then he wanted to be reassured of his father’s welfare. He said nothing about his treatment by his 
brothers twenty-two years before. 
    
His brothers were terrified at his presence. All the gracious and generous treatment by Joseph was 
forgotten. Their minds could not comprehend what this revelation might mean since all they apparently 
could remember now was their brutal treatment of him. 
 
45:4-15. Joseph repeated his assertion that he was their brother Joseph. This time he added, “the one 
you sold into Egypt.” But this was done for confirmation purposes only. He went on to assure them that 
they were not to be distressed or angry with themselves for selling him into slavery. Joseph had 
interpreted the circumstances theologically. He realized that “God sent me ahead of you to preserve 
life.” Four times he would state that God was behind the events of his life. 
    
Joseph also revealed to his brothers the knowledge he had that the present famine would last for 
another five years. His brothers were reassured again that Joseph harbored no ill will toward them. He 
believed that God had overruled their evil plan in order to guarantee that the family of Israel would 
survive.  
    
He urged them to bring their father Jacob back with them and to make plans to live in Egypt. Joseph, in 
anticipation of his brothers’ repentance, had already made plans for where they could live (Goshen) so 
they could be near him. In order to encourage Jacob to make the move, even at his advanced age, he 
was to be told about all the honor accorded me [Joseph] in Egypt. Part of the Abrahamic covenant, 
especially the promise of a great name, was being fulfilled in Jacob’s son Joseph, because “God has 
made me lord of all Egypt” (see Ps. 105:16-22). 
    
Embracing first his brother Benjamin and then all the brothers, Joseph then kissed them all and wept for 
joy. Afterward his brothers talked with him, and Joseph explained his unbelievable journey of the last 
twenty-two years.  
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[Kenneth O. Gangel (2013). Holman Old Testament Commentary. Broadman Holman. Retrieved from 
https://app.wordsearchbible.lifeway.com] 
 
 
John 20:1-18 
SUPPORTING IDEA: What sights awaited these two running men and one struggling woman? She saw 
the Lord; they found strips of linen and reacted with hesitation and uncertainty. Surely it was obvious 
that no grave robbers had been in this tomb; the orderly scene evidenced God’s hand in delivering His 
Son from death. When John went in, he believed. He perceived the reality of the resurrection for the first 
time. 
 
20:1-2. We know from Matthew’s account that Mary Magdalene was not alone on this visit (Matt. 28:1). 
If we follow the flow of Matthew’s text from 27:55 through the burial and resurrection, it would appear 
that “the other Mary” refers to Jesus’s mother who had already taken a secondary place before the 
resurrection, hardly elevated in the New Testament to the worship many afford her today. 
    
Luke tells us it was early. This word refers to the last of the watches, probably between 3:00 and 6:00 
p.m. John did not give us the details available in the other Gospels, but used the word blepo (saw), 
indicating that Mary Magdalene glanced at the tomb. Consider the larger report from Luke 24:1-8: 
    

1 On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, they came to the tomb, bringing the 
spices they had prepared. 2 They found the stone rolled away from the tomb. 3 They went in but 
did not find the body of the Lord Jesus.4 While they were perplexed about this, suddenly two 
men stood by them in dazzling clothes. 5 So the women were terrified and bowed down to the 
ground. “Why are you looking for the living among the dead?” asked the men. 6 “He is not here, 
but he has risen! Remember how he spoke to you when he was still in Galilee, 7 saying, ‘It is 
necessary that the Son of Man be betrayed into the hands of sinful men, be crucified, and 
rise on the third day’?” 8 And they remembered his words. 

    
Startled, Mary ran to the disciples. John mentions Peter by name while implying he was the other 
recipient of this message. Luke tells us her report was rejected (24:11), so unbelieving were the disciples 
regarding Jesus’s promise to rise again. Mary’s fear and frustration must have propelled her back to the 
disciples’ hiding place. We find it interesting that she recorded her findings to the person who had 
betrayed the Lord at the fire of the enemy. With no thought of a miraculous resurrection, Mary must have 
entertained all kinds of possibilities, none of which seemed to her a happy outcome. 
    
Two questions surface in these verses. First, we wonder why John mentioned only one woman when we 
know Mary was not alone in her visit to the garden. Some speculate that Mary made two trips, one alone 
and another bringing other women with her. Others suggest that the women came together, but Mary 
became separated from them in the darkness and was alone when she saw Jesus. 
    
This kind of conjecture is interesting, but not helpful. John must have known exactly who was there and 
also what the synoptic Gospel writers had written. But his focus and mission did not consider some 
details important, so he centered on the one woman who spoke with Jesus and who was also named 
first in all the synoptic accounts. 
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The second question has to do with the need for additional spices after the efforts of Nicodemus and 
Joseph. Once again, speculation is our only option and we wonder whether the women even knew of 
what had been done on that terrible night of the crucifixion. “More probably,” says Morris, “in view of the 
lateness of the hour and the nearness of the Sabbath, Nicodemus was not able to use all the spices he 
had brought in the way he intended. Something remained to complete the process of burial, and the 
women came to do this” (Morris, p. 831). 
 
20:3-5. This passage talks a lot about running. Mary ran back to the disciples. Although John made it 
sound as though they immediately dashed off to the tomb upon hearing her report, Luke gives a slightly 
different picture: “But these words seemed like nonsense to them, and they did not believe the women. 
Peter, however, got up and ran to the tomb” (Luke 24:11-12a). 
    
All this is quite interesting since in first-century Palestinian culture, grown men did not run. In fact, the 
only other literal New Testament use apart from these verses appears in Matthew 28:8, describing the 
same event. The disciples had walked hundreds, maybe thousands, of miles with the Lord for three and 
one-half years. Now an empty tomb accelerated their pace. 
    
John was certainly younger than Peter, and he may have been faster. He reached the tomb first and 
looked at the strips of linen. The text uses the same word for saw that appears in verse 1 describing 
Mary. Like Mary, John did not enter the tomb. We sense a certain hesitation and uncertainty, perhaps 
even fear. What lay beyond in that darkness? What horror might they find in the shadows of the burial 
cave? John was the only disciple to have seen the crucifixion, so we need not wonder at his 
unwillingness to look at that broken body again. 
 
20:6-7. Whether motivated by shame or just acting according to character, Peter plunged into the 
darkness. We assume one of the men carried some kind of lantern or torch. The text says that Peter saw 
what John had seen and in addition, the burial cloth. But the word changes to one with a slightly 
different meaning, perhaps best translated as “noticed” rather than “looked at.” 
    
Notice that the burial cloth was folded up by itself. This was obviously an intentional act on the part of 
someone. All the evidence at the tomb itself that Super Sunday supports every claim the disciples made 
about the resurrection as well as the record of the four Gospel writers. 
    

How clearly Peter must have remembered this night years later at the home of Cornelius: 39 “We 
ourselves are witnesses of everything he did in both the Judean country and in Jerusalem, and 
yet they killed him by hanging him on a tree. 40 God raised up this man on the third day and 
caused him to be seen, 41 not by all the people, but by us whom God appointed as witnesses, 
who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42 He commanded us to preach to the 
people and to testify that he is the one appointed by God to be the judge of the living and the 
dead.43 All the prophets testify about him that through his name everyone who believes in him 
receives forgiveness of sins” (Acts 10:39-43). 

 
20:8-9. So three of Jesus’s followers saw the empty tomb, but John was not finished with his report. He 
wanted his readers to know that after Peter entered the tomb, John himself finally found enough courage 
to follow him. Now we have yet another use of the English verb saw and yet a third Greek word 
appearing in the original text. This time John uses a word that means “to perceive with understanding.” 
That is why our text reads that John saw and believed. [Max Anders and Kenneth O. Gangel (2012).] 
But lest readers of this Gospel get the wrong idea about the quality of the disciples’ faith at this point, 
John appended a parenthesis telling us that neither he nor the rest of the disciples yet understood the 
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connection between scriptural prophecy and the resurrection. That would await Jesus’s post-
resurrection teaching followed by the infilling with the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. 
    
What Scripture might John have had in mind when he wrote verse 9? Quite possibly Isaiah 53:10-12 or 
even Psalm 16:10. What did he actually believe if he did not understand the biblical background of 
resurrection? Perhaps the best option in the text is to conclude that John believed Jesus was alive but 
could not figure out why or what would happen next. That fits well with the great surprise of the disciples 
at post-resurrection appearances. Nevertheless, once they understood, the message of the living Savior 
permeated their preaching throughout the next thirty years. This had been for them—and for us—a 
genuine Super Sunday. 
    
Morris has this observation: “It is clear from the New Testament that the early Christians saw the 
resurrection as foretold in the Old Testament. But this verse shows plainly that it was belief in the 
resurrection that came first. The believers did not manufacture a resurrection to agree with their 
interpretation of prophecy. They were first convinced that Christ was risen. Then they came to see a 
fuller meaning in certain Old Testament passages” (Morris, p. 835). 
 
SUPPORTING IDEA: How beautiful to learn that though the cross may have killed faith and hope, it 
could not destroy love. Jesus told Mary not to hold on to the past. Now there would be a new 
relationship, and she would be the first witness to other disciples that Jesus was alive. 
 
20:10-12. The phrase “you will be my witnesses” or “we are witnesses” does not appear in this chapter 
of John, but the Lord used it in Acts 1:8 and we see it repeated in Acts 2:32; 3:15; 5:32; 10:39. In all four 
of those passages, it is always spoken by Peter, and the context always describes the crucifixion and 
resurrection. 
    
But here the primary witness was not Peter but Mary. Peter and John had left, but Mary stayed at the 
tomb and John offered this loving and passionate account of the first post-resurrection appearance of 
our Lord. 
    
Mary wept as we would over the loss of a dear friend. Then suddenly two angels appeared, and a 
fascinating conversation took place. We know from Luke’s record that Mary had been cured of demon 
possession (Luke 8:2) and also had helped support the Lord financially. We must not confuse her with 
the prostitute of Luke 7 or with Mary the sister of Martha and Lazarus. Empty tomb or not, her grief was 
unbearable—so deep that she could not take her eyes off the grave to perceive the living Lord. 
    
No Bible reader is surprised to find angels at the empty tomb. From the birth of Jesus (Luke 1:11,26) to 
the announcement of the Holy City (Rev. 22:8-9) we find angels announcing God’s plan. They not only 
heralded the resurrection and showed up at the ascension; they even prophesied the second coming 
(Acts 1:11). One of the major duties assigned these “ministering spirits” was to appear at crucial times 
and places to announce God’s plan to individuals or groups. This is the only place where John 
mentioned angels in his Gospel. 
    
Tenney points out: “No description is given of the angels. When angels appear in the Bible, they are 
usually recognized by their powers rather than by any significant difference from human form. Mary did 
not respond to them in any unusual way, possibly because her eyes were clouded with tears, or because 
she was preoccupied with the loss of Jesus’s body. The sole feature noted in the text is that angels were 
clothed in white” (Tenney, EBC, p. 190). 
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20:13-14. John records that Mary saw Jesus. She noticed a person standing there, but she had no idea 
who it was. Many interpreters have wondered about this passage. How could she not recognize Jesus? 
Certainly, there are many plausible explanations. 
    
She had experienced deep trauma; her eyes had filled with tears; it was still dark; she was very 
confused. But perhaps most important, she had not considered the resurrection a possibility. So, the 
idea that she might be talking to a living Christ never occurred to her. She was looking for a body; she 
did not expect a resurrection. 
 
20:15-16. Mary finally asked the person she thought to be the gardener where the body might be so she 
could retrieve it. Then Jesus spoke her name and tragedy turned to triumph. The early words of verse 16 
remind us of John 10:4 where Jesus said that the sheep “know his voice.” This first appearance to a 
woman shows us the grace and openness of the gospel. This historic narrative describes what really 
happened. Jesus did not show Himself to Peter and John but spoke first to Mary. So much for gender 
discrimination in the Bible. 
    
Hughes notes, “It is highly significant that Christ appeared first to a woman and that this appearance is 
recorded by all four Gospels. It was not only to a woman, one who in that culture had been oppressed, 
but to a person who had known great sin. What a great comfort this should be to us. Christ always 
comes first to the poor in spirit” (Hughes, p. 160). 
 
20:17-18. Many ideas have been put forth to explain the words, “Don’t cling to me.” But such conjecture 
is unnecessary, since Jesus told us this statement was connected with His ascension. The people who 
love Jesus on earth—beginning with Mary—must learn to live without the physical support of His 
presence. 
    
Dods states the idea eloquently: “There must be no more kissing of His feet, but homage of a sterner, 
deeper sort; there must be no more sitting at table with Him, and filling the mind with His words, until 
they sit down with Him in the Father’s presence. Meanwhile His friends must walk by faith, not by 
sight—by their inward light and spiritual likings; they must learn the truer fidelity that serves an absent 
Lord; they must acquire the independent and inherent love of righteousness which can freely grow only 
when relieved from the over-mastering pressure of a visible presence, encouraging us by sensible 
expressions of favour, guaranteeing us against defeat and danger” (Dods, vol. 2, p. 361). 
    
Mary thus witnessed the resurrection, and her first act upon leaving Jesus was a report to the disciples. 
It is difficult to know from John’s account whether this report or the one in verse 2 was rejected by the 
disciples. But for whatever reason, the women who believed the reality of the empty tomb could not 
convince the other disciples what had happened. 
    
The lesson we must learn here centers in the rock-solid unbelief of Jesus’s closest friends. We shall 
learn in a few verses that all reports of a risen Lord failed to convince the one absent disciple (Thomas) 
that Jesus had made a second appearance. The disciples had no faith in a resurrection.  
 
[Max Anders and Kenneth O. Gangel (2012). HNTC Vol. 04: John. B&H Publishing Group. Retrieved from 
https://app.wordsearchbible.lifeway.com] 
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Day 3 — MATCHLESS OBEDIENCE 
 
OVERVIEW 
The Grand Narrative: Abraham and Jesus 
Scripture:    Genesis 11:31–12:9; Genesis 15:1-21; Luke 4:1-13 
Life Questions:  How have you been obedient to God’s leading in your life? How can you 

remain faithful to Him in the future? 
Key Verse: John 14:23 

 
Abraham followed God’s plan and left his life as he knew it to relocate his family to Canaan. Even though 
Abraham was old with no children, because of his obedience, God established a covenant with him that 
his descendants would become a great nation. Jesus was obedient to God’s leading in His life. When 
Satan tempted Him in the desert, He remained true to God. And, He resolved to live a perfect life on 
earth, to die on the cross, and to be raised again for the salvation of all mankind. We must be obedient 
and remain faithful to God’s work in our lives. 
 

 
Gather These Supplies: 

• Velcro strips 
• Five large sheets of paper 
• Markers 
• Sheets of white paper 
• Pens 
• Sticky notes 
• Three Temptations of Jesus Poster 
• Key Verse Poster  
• Camp Guides 
• Extra Bibles 

 
Prepare Ahead of Time: 

• Make four copies of the Speedy Simon Says Commands list:  
o Pat your head and rub your belly. 
o Run in place. 
o Do jumping jacks. 
o Spin in circles. 
o Whistle. 
o Stand on one foot. 
o Hop in place like a kangaroo.  
o Clap your hands as fast as you can. 
o Pretend to play your favorite sport.  
o Snap your fingers.  
o Act like you are sweeping the floor.  
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o Put your hands on your hips and nod your head up and down. 
o Twist from side to side.  
o Make a funny face.  

• Print each of the timeline points on a notecard:  
# 1 - Terah took his son Abram, his grandson Lot (Haran’s son), and his daughter-in-law Sarai, 
his son Abram’s wife, and they set out together from Ur of the Chaldeans to go to the land of 
Canaan. But when they came to Haran, they settled there.  
# 2 - God made Abram a promise. Abram did as the Lord told him, left Haran and settled in 
Canaan. 
#3 - Abram prepared an offering, and God established a covenant with Abram.  
Abram’s descendants would experience 400 years of enslavement in Egypt. God would send 
Moses to deliver them. They would eventually get to the promised land. 
#4 - Abram’s descendants would experience 400 years of enslavement in Egypt. God would 
send Moses to deliver them. They would eventually get to the promised land. Add Velcro strips 
to each timeline notecard.  

• Place a Velcro strip on each timeline notecard.  
• Print each of these activities on a separate slip of paper: bake a cake, mow the yard, wash a 

load of clothes, walk from where you are back to your room. 
• Draw your family tree to use as an example. Make it simple with siblings, parents and 

grandparents.  
• Make four sets of these questions for groups: 

o What is temptation?  
o What are ways that teenagers are tempted? 
o What are some possible responses to temptation? 

• Print a copy of each of the four scenarios:  
o Scenario #1 

Your parents are out for dinner and a movie. You have agreed to stay home and take care of 
the dog who has recently had surgery. Your friend invites you to a last-minute get together 
at his house. 1) You go but leave in time to make it back home before your parents get out 
of the movie; or 2) You stay home and do what you agreed to do. Discuss the possible 
responses and outcomes of each option. 

o Scenario #2 
Coach tells you to come early each morning to do conditioning exercises before school. You 
were up late working on homework and really want to sleep in the next morning instead of 
working out. 1) You skip out on conditioning and make up an excuse which could result in 
running laps; or 2) You go on and give conditioning your best effort. Discuss the possible 
responses and the risks involved in each one. 

o Scenario #3 
You are running late to school and are in a hurry. 1) You speed and drive recklessly; or 2) 
You show up late and pay the consequences. Discuss the possible responses and 
outcomes of each option. 

o Scenario #4 
Your teacher gave an assignment to be completed at home with specific instructions not to 
use the internet or other tools such as a calculator in completing the assignment. 1) You do 
as instructed and test your own knowledge; or 2) You consult the internet and use other 
resources to help you cheat. Discuss the possible responses and outcomes of each option. 
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MOTIVATION 
Speedy Simon Says 
Designate each corner of the room as one of these eye colors: brown, blue, green, and hazel. Lead 
students to move to the corner of the room that matches their eye color. Make groups equal in size, as 
best you can.  
 
Invite each group to select a leader. Say: “We are going to participate in an activity now that will 
require you to listen and do what you are told. It is a variation of the classic game of Simon Says. 
It’s called Speedy Simon Says.”  
 
Call leaders to the side for some brief instructions. Distribute the list of commands below to leaders. 
Give them permission to make up their own, reasonable commands, if needed. Make sure they 
understand this is played as normal Simon Says but in speed rounds to make it more difficult for 
students to follow. The goal is to get out as many as possible.  
  

● Pat your head and rub your belly. 

● Run in place. 

● Do jumping jacks. 

● Spin in circles. 

● Whistle. 

● Stand on one foot. 

● Hop in place like a kangaroo.  

● Clap your hands as fast as you can. 

● Pretend to play your favorite sport.  

● Snap your fingers.  

● Act like you are sweeping the floor.  

● Put your hands on your hips and nod your head up and down. 

● Twist from side to side.  

● Make a funny face.  
 
Say: “The goal is to play the game Simon Says, but to do it as quickly as possible. If you begin to 
perform a task commanded without the words, ‘Simon Says,’ you are out.”  
 
After one minute of play, congratulate those still in the game and discuss the following: 
 

• How did having to follow commands make you feel? 
• What role did listening play in the game? 
• If you got out, how did you respond? 
• If you were in the last group, how did that make you feel? 
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Say: “While most of us do not like being told what to do, as followers of Christ, we are to listen 
and follow His leading. Today, we focus on obedience.” 
 
Ask a student to share one thing learned in Quiet Time this morning. Pray to begin the examination time, 
asking God to reveal Himself and His truths to the group.  
 
 
EXAMINATION 
 
Genesis 11:31–12:9  
 
Trust and Obey 
Say: “Raise your hand if you have ever tried to train a dog to do tricks or if you’ve seen a dog 
trainer get a dog to do this—to sit, stay, lie down, heel, and even shake hands.” Ask: “How do 
trainers make this happen?”  
 
Say: “Obedience training with a dog takes time and patience. Usually, as long as a dog is healthy, 
feels loved, and is treated well, it is happy to do exactly what it was asked to do. That doesn’t 
mean it was easy. It takes much repetition and patience (and treats) in training dogs.” 
 
Ask rhetorically: “What about you—is it easy or hard for you to do what you’ve been told to do?” 
 
Point students to page 25 in their Camp Guide to answer these questions: 
 
Define obedience.  
Who are authority figures in your life? Circle all that apply.  
 
parents coach  teacher youth pastor   police  school 
resource officer principal boss 
 
How do you respond to their authority? Place an x beside those actions not to 
take and a checkmark beside those actions that are appropriate to take.  
 
 __respect them   
 
__ignore them   
 
__do what they say   
 
__do what you want  
 
 
Say: “Now we are going to take a look at Abram, later known as Abraham, and find out how he 
obeyed and followed God.” Refer day to Day 1 when we talked about Abraham and Isaac. Point out 
that today’s passages take place before the first session.  
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Distribute the first timeline card to a student and instruct her to read the statement, take a piece of tape, 
and place it to the timeline located on a focal wall. Timeline card #1:  
Terah took his son Abram, his grandson Lot (Haran’s son), and his daughter-in-law Sarai, his son 
Abram’s wife, and they set out together from Ur of the Chaldeans to go to the land of Canaan. But when 
they came to Haran, they settled there.  
 
Call on a student to read aloud Genesis 12:1-9.  
 
Genesis 12:1-9 

1 The LORD said to Abram: Go from your land, your relatives, and your father’s house to the land 
that I will show you. 2 I will make you into a great nation, I will bless you, I will make your name 
great, and you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, I will curse anyone who 
treats you with contempt, and all the peoples on earth will be blessed through you. 4 So Abram 
went, as the LORD had told him, and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when 
he left Haran. 5 He took his wife, Sarai, his nephew Lot, all the possessions they had 
accumulated, and the people they had acquired in Haran, and they set out for the land of 
Canaan. When they came to the land of Canaan, 6 Abram passed through the land to the site of 
Shechem, at the oak of Moreh. (At that time the Canaanites were in the land.) 7 The LORD 
appeared to Abram and said, “To your offspring I will give this land.” So he built an altar there to 
the LORD who had appeared to him. 8 From there he moved on to the hill country east of Bethel 
and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east. He built an altar to the LORD 
there, and he called on the name of the LORD. 9 Then Abram journeyed by stages to the Negev. 

 
Distribute the second timeline card to a student and instruct him to read the statement, take a piece of 
tape, and place it to the timeline located on a focal wall. Timeline card #2: God made Abram a promise. 
Abram did as the Lord told him, left Haran and settled in Canaan.  
 
Give each of the four groups one of these activities: bake a cake, mow the yard, wash a load of clothes, 
walk from where you are back to your room. Distribute a large sheet of paper and markers to groups and 
lead them to prepare step-by-step instructions to follow. After a short time, guide groups to trade their 
tear sheet with another group. Instruct groups to check for any steps that were left out. Allow groups to 
share briefly.  
 
Ask: “What instructions did God give to Abram?” (Leave his homeland and life as he knew it to move 
to Canaan.) 
 
Say: “Obeying God sounds pretty simple. You just follow God’s directions, right? But, obeying God 
is more than following directions like baking a cake. Obeying God can be hard. When obedience 
starts to cost us, we often start wavering in our faith.”  
 
Ask: “What did Abram’s obedience cost him?” (He had to leave his home, comfort, and familiarity.) 
 
Say: “Whatever the cost, Abram was true to his faith in God. And, people of true faith remain 
committed to God even if He does not deliver them from challenging circumstances.” 
Lead students to turn to page 26 in their Camp Guide to answer these questions: 

• When was a time you obeyed God even when it was not an easy thing to do?  
• What did that obedience cost you? 
• What rewards, if any, were you able to see because of your faithfulness and obedience to 

God?  
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Ask: “What promise did God make to Abram?” (He would make him into a great nation and make his 
name great.)  
 
Say: “God's promise to Abram broadly unfolds into three general areas—land, descendants, and 
blessing. These were really big promises, especially to a man who did not have children.” 
 
Ask:  

• “What thoughts do you think may have gone through Abram’s mind?” 
• “What promises from God found in Scripture can we claim today?” (He loves us; He 

provides for us, etc.) 
• “How did Abram respond?” (Verse 4: So Abram went, as the LORD had told him.) 

 
Say: “Abram did what the Lord asked. He obeyed God’s directions. It appears that he did not 
question or ponder but just did it. And, he was seventy-five years old when he responded to the 
call of God and left Haran. Back in those days, this was about mid-life. This is proof that God can 
and wants to use us no matter our age.”  
 
Lead students to turn to page 26 in their Camp Guide to answer these questions: 
 

• Circle how you would respond if the Lord asked you to leave everything you have (family, 
friends, school, etc). Now, draw a box around how you should respond as a follower of 
Christ.  

 
Go     wait     hesitate     say no     ignore it  

 
• If God is wanting you to do something for Him, should age matter? Why or why not? 

 
Ask: “What did Abram do in verses 7 and 8?” (He built an altar.) 
 
Share: “Altars were built as 1) a remembrance of what the Lord had done 2) a witness for God and 
3) for worship. Once Abram decided to obey the Lord, he built two altars—one altar where the 
Lord spoke to him and one in Bethel.”  
 
Ask: “Why is worship important after God provides direction and calling?” 
 
Say: “Abram chose to praise God for his leading and direction. The altars he built also served as 
the first witness of the true God in the land of Canaan and as evidence that the land was being 
claimed for God.”  
 
Point students to page 27 in their Camp Guide to answer these questions: 
 

• Where are the places the Lord has placed you?  
• To whom do you need to be a witness in these places?  
• How can you be a witness where you are for the Lord? 
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Genesis 15:1-21 
 
Covenant 
Show the sample family tree that you have drawn. Tell them that they are about to draw their family tree. 
Distribute paper and pen to each student. Instruct students to list their name and the names of siblings, 
parents, grandparents, and any other family members. Then, lead them to draw a tree around the names 
of the people in their families. Lead students to hold up their family trees for everyone to see.   
 
Say: “We are about to hear how God made a covenant with Abraham that he would be the father 
of many nations of people. His family would become so large that we could never fit the names of 
all of them on all of our papers put together. His family would even include Jesus.” 
 
Ask: “What is a covenant?” Use this definition from Britannica: a covenant is a binding promise of far-
reaching importance in the relations between individuals, groups, and nations. 
 
Ask: “What are some examples of modern-day covenants?” (Marriage, ordination, trade agreements/ 
treaties, peace treaties, land buying contracts, employment contracts) 
 
Say: “Covenant is a word that appears many times in the Bible. We are about to read one of the 
places where the word covenant appears in the Old Testament.” Call on a couple of students to 
read aloud Genesis 15:1-18. 
 

1 After these events, the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: Do not be afraid, Abram. I 
am your shield; your reward will be very great. 2 But Abram said, “Lord GOD, what can you give 
me, since I am childless and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3 Abram continued, 
“Look, you have given me no offspring, so a slave born in my house will be my heir.” 4 Now the 
word of the LORD came to him: “This one will not be your heir; instead, one who comes from 
your own body will be your heir.” 5 He took him outside and said, “Look at the sky and count the 
stars, if you are able to count them.” Then he said to him, “Your offspring will be that numerous.” 
6 Abram believed the LORD, and he credited it to him as righteousness. 7 He also said to him, “I 
am the LORD who brought you from Ur of the Chaldeans to give you this land to possess.” 8 But 
he said, “Lord GOD, how can I know that I will possess it?” 9 He said to him, “Bring me a three-
year-old cow, a three-year-old female goat, a three-year-old ram, a turtledove, and a young 
pigeon.” 10 So he brought all these to him, cut them in half, and laid the pieces opposite each 
other, but he did not cut the birds in half. 11 Birds of prey came down on the carcasses, but 
Abram drove them away. 12 As the sun was setting, a deep sleep came over Abram, and 
suddenly great terror and darkness descended on him. 13 Then the LORD said to Abram, “Know 
this for certain: Your offspring will be resident aliens for four hundred years in a land that does 
not belong to them and will be enslaved and oppressed. 14 However, I will judge the nation they 
serve, and afterward they will go out with many possessions. 15 But you will go to your ancestors 
in peace and be buried at a good old age. 16 In the fourth generation they will return here, for the 
iniquity of the Amorites has not yet reached its full measure.” 17 When the sun had set and it was 
dark, a smoking fire pot and a flaming torch appeared and passed between the divided animals. 
18 On that day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying, “I give this land to your offspring, 
from the Brook of Egypt to the great river, the Euphrates River. 

 
Distribute the third timeline card to a student and instruct him to read the statement, take a piece of 
tape, and place it to the timeline located on a focal wall. Timeline card #3: Abram prepared an offering, 
and God established a covenant with Abram.  
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Point out that Abram and his family have been in Canaan for ten years at this point.  
 
Ask: “What was Abram experiencing?” (Fear and doubt) 
 
Say: “Doubts. Abram had them. We all have them. Having doubt does not mean being disobedient, 
but it can lead to it if we do not give our doubts to the Lord and let Him change our heart.”  
 
Ask: “How does the Lord handle Abram’s doubting?” (Gives assurance. He refers to Himself as 
Abram’s shield and then gives Abram the covenant.) 
Say: “God promised and now He enters into a covenant with Abraham.” Ask: “Do people always 
keep their covenants?” (No. Divorce is an example.) Say: “God will never break a covenant. He is 
faithful and will not fail you.”  
 
Say: “Abram’s reward for his obedience was great. His offspring would be too many to count, he 
would have a long life, and he would experience peace at the end of his life. If we are faithful, the 
Lord will reward us, but not in material things. When we are faithful in small things, He gives us 
bigger assignments. Of course, heaven is our reward but so is an abundant life on earth.”  
 
Call on a student to reread Genesis 15:6.  
 
Share: “Abram's response in this verse forms the centerpiece of the gospel. Here we see the first 
use of the verb ‘believe’ in the Bible. It teaches us what faith means—believing God. We must put 
our faith in Christ and believe in Him as the Son of God to be saved from our sins.  
 
Encourage any students who have not placed their faith in Christ and believed in Him to make that 
decision today and talk with their group leader or an adult from their group.  
 
Say: “In Genesis 15:13, God warns Abram that the journey is not going to be easy. Distribute the 
fourth timeline card to a student and instruct him to read the statement, take a piece of tape, and place it 
to the timeline located on a focal wall. Timeline card #4: Abram’s descendants would experience 400 
years of enslavement in Egypt. God would send Moses to deliver them. They would eventually get to the 
promised land.  
 
Say: “As followers of Christ, there are no guarantees that life will be easy. God is always faithful 
and does what He says He will do.”  
 
Discuss: When difficult times come, how can we face them and remain faithful to God?  
 
Luke 4:1-13 
Tempted 
Move around the room, assigning each student an O, B, E or Y. Lead students to find others with the 
same letter to form four new groups. Give each group the following questions to discuss: 
 

• What is temptation?  
• What temptations do teenagers face today? 
• What are some possible responses to temptation? 

 
After a few minutes of discussion, ask groups to share their definition of temptation.  
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Say: “We are going to see from Jesus’s example how He obeyed through temptation.”  Call on 
students to read aloud Luke 4:1-13.  
 

1 Then Jesus left the Jordan, full of the Holy Spirit, and was led by the Spirit in the wilderness 2 
for forty days to be tempted by the devil. He ate nothing during those days, and when they were 
over, he was hungry. 3 The devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God, tell this stone to become 
bread.” 4 But Jesus answered him, “It is written: Man must not live on bread alone.” 5 So he took 
him up and showed him all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time. 6 The devil said to 
him, “I will give you their splendor and all this authority, because it has been given over to me, 
and I can give it to anyone I want. 7 If you, then, will worship me, all will be yours.” 8 And Jesus 
answered him, “It is written: Worship the Lord your God, and serve him only.” 9 So he took him 
to Jerusalem, had him stand on the pinnacle of the temple, and said to him, “If you are the Son 
of God, throw yourself down from here. 10 For it is written: He will give his angels orders 
concerning you, to protect you, 11 and they will support you with their hands, so that you will not 
strike your foot against a stone.” 12 And Jesus answered him, “It is said: Do not test the Lord 
your God.” 13 After the devil had finished every temptation, he departed from him for a time. 

 
Say: “Just before this passage, Jesus was baptized, and the Holy Spirit had just descended on 
Him.” 
 
Ask: “Why do you think the desert and temptations were the first things for Jesus after baptism?” 
 
Point to the Three Temptations of Jesus poster. Say: “Let’s look at the three temptations and Jesus’s 
responses, one at a time.”  
 

• Turn stone to bread: “Man does not live on bread alone” (Deuteronomy 8:3). 
• Give him all the kingdoms of the world: “Fear the LORD your God, worship him . . . Do not follow 

other gods” (Deuteronomy 6:13-14). 
• Throw yourself off and angels protect you: “Do not test the LORD your God” (Deuteronomy 6:16). 

 
Say: “Jesus responded to each of the temptations by quoting Scripture.” Ask rhetorically: “Do you 
know Scripture well enough to use it in times of temptation when you do not have your Bible in 
front of you?”  
 
Refer students to page 27 in their Camp Guide to answer these questions: 

• How are you currently being tempted? 
• How does it make you feel to know that God is with you in the temptations that you face? 
• How can you be obedient in the midst of temptation? 

 
Say: “Jesus was in the desert by Himself, isolated from others. Discuss: “How can living in 
isolation be harmful?” Say: “Often, temptation comes in isolation.”  
 
Discuss as a large group the benefits to living in community with other believers.  
 
Share: “Jesus was obedient to God’s leading in His life. When Satan tempted Him in the desert, He 
remained true to God. And, He resolved to live a perfect life on earth, to die on the cross, and to 
be raised again for the salvation of all mankind.  We must be obedient and remain faithful to God’s 
work in our lives.” 
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Ask: “What comparisons can we make between Abraham and Jesus?” Point students to page 28 in 
their Camp Guide for this exercise.  
 
 
APPLICATION 
Say: “We have talked about several aspects of obedience today. We will end our discussion with 
our motivations for obedience.” Ask students to shout out some of these motivations (fear, obligation, 
to make yourself feel good, to do the right thing, etc.) 
 
Read aloud John 14:21: “The one who has my commands and keeps them is the one who loves me. 
And the one who loves me will be loved by my Father. I also will love him and will reveal myself to 
him.” 
 
Ask: “According to this verse, why should we obey?” (Out of love for God) 
 
Say: “We are to obey God and those who have authority over us out of our love for God.” Ask 
students to consider the depth of their love for God and how their actions reflect this.  
 
Real Life Obedience—What Would You Do? 
Give each group one of the scenarios below to discuss the possible responses and outcomes of each.  
 
Scenario #1 
Your parents are out for dinner and a movie. You have agreed to stay home and take care of the dog 
who has recently had surgery. Your friend invites you to a last-minute get together at his house. 1) You 
go but leave in time to make it back home before your parents get out of the movie; or 2) You stay home 
and do what you agreed to do. Discuss the possible responses and outcomes of each option. 
 
Scenario #2 
Coach tells you to come early each morning to do conditioning exercises before school. You were up 
late working on homework and really want to sleep in the next morning instead of working out. 1) You 
skip out on conditioning and make up an excuse which could result in running laps; or 2) You go on and 
give conditioning your best effort. Discuss the possible responses and outcomes of each option. 
 
Scenario #3 
You are running late to school and are in a hurry. 1) You speed and drive recklessly; or 2) You show up 
late and pay the consequences. Discuss the possible responses and outcomes of each option. 
 
Scenario #4 
Your teacher gave an assignment to be completed at home with specific instructions not to use the 
internet or other tools such as a calculator in completing the assignment. 1) You do as instructed and 
test your own knowledge; or 2) You consult the internet and use other resources to help you cheat. 
Discuss the possible responses and outcomes of each option. 
 
 
What’s This Mean for Me? 
Refer students to page 28 of their Camp Guide to answer the questions found there:  
 

• How is the Lord working in your life and how do you need to respond in obedience?  
• What is keeping you from obeying?  
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• What steps will you take toward obedience? 
 
 
KEY VERSE 
“Jesus answered, ‘If anyone loves me, he will keep my word. My Father will love him, and we will come 
to him and make our home with him.’ ” (John 14:23). 
 
For this activity, refer to the Key Verse Poster. Practice reading the verse aloud once together and then 
use sticky notes to cover up a couple of the words. Practice reading the verse again, followed by 
covering up another couple words with sticky notes. Continue this pattern until the entire verse is 
covered and students are saying the verse from memory.  
 
Call on a student to pray to dismiss the group.  
 
 
 
COMMENTARY 
 
Genesis 11:27-32 
SUPPORTING IDEA: This recounting of Abram’s family will introduce us to many characters who will 
play important roles in the coming narrative. 
 
11:27-32. The phrase “these are the family records of Terah” is the sixth toledot of Genesis. It describes 
what became of Terah, especially through his son Abram. Each individual named becomes important in 
the succeeding stories, with the exception of Iscah, Abram’s nephew through his brother Haran. 
Abram’s name means “exalted father,” but it would later be changed to Abraham, which means “father 
of a great number” (Gen. 17:5). 
 
Besides the mention of the names of individuals, certain relationships are recorded that are necessary 
for understanding succeeding stories. Lot was Abram’s nephew by means of Abram’s now-dead brother 
Haran. Haran’s daughter Milcah became the wife of her uncle, Abram’s brother, Nahor. Abram married 
Sarai, whose name means “my princess.” Later her name was changed to Sarah, which means 
“princess” (of the nation; Gen. 17:15-16).  
 
In addition to names and relationships, certain historical facts are recorded that prove important later on. 
Haran died in Ur of the Chaldeans, in the land of his birth. Perhaps because of the death of Haran, his 
son Lot was sheltered first by his grandfather Terah (Gen. 11:31) and after his death by Abram (Gen. 
12:5), while the daughter Milcah was married by her uncle Nahor (Gen. 11:29). 
 
While it is impossible to be dogmatic about the location of Ur of the Chaldeans, it was likely a site on the 
Euphrates River in modern southern Iraq (some 220 miles southeast of Baghdad) rather than a location 
in northern Mesopotamia that is sometimes suggested. Ur was a place of idol worship in which Abram 
and his family participated (Josh. 24:2,14). Judging from archeological remains, this city’s most 
prosperous and literate time was during Abraham’s sojourn there. King Ur-Nammu, who may have lived 
at the same time as Abram, is famous for a law code. 
 
It is also recorded that Terah took his son Abram, his grandson Lot son of Haran, and his daughter-in-
law Sarai . . . and together they set out from Ur of the Chaldeans to go to Canaan. But when they came 



BIBLE STUDY LEADER GUIDE 
 
 
 
 

 
 

51 
 

to Haran, they settled there. The apparent contradiction between Terah’s leadership and Abram’s 
response to the Lord’s call (Gen. 12:1) will be dealt with in the next chapter. In English the term Haran is 
not only the name of Terah’s now-dead son but the name of a place. But in Hebrew the initial letter of 
the two names is different, the first being a common “h” while the place starts with a letter with a ch 
sound. 
 
Haran, the place, was located in northwestern Mesopotamia between the main Euphrates River and a 
tributary to the east known as the Habor River. It was a well-known caravan city in the nineteenth 
century BC, but by the next century the Amorites ruled it. Haran, like Ur, was a place of idolatry, 
especially worship of the pagan moon god. 
 
Also to be noted is the fact that Sarai was barren; she had no children. Because procreation was 
expected and even demanded in this society, the sterility of Sarai will be the focus of a couple of later 
narratives, especially in light of the promises Abram will receive about his descendants. 
 
Finally, Terah lived 205 years, and he died in Haran. The next recorded event will be God’s call of Abram 
and the promises from God to Abram. This chapter begins with man’s attempt to unify humankind and 
ends with God’s provision to unify all humans in blessing with Abraham’s descendants.  
 
[Kenneth O. Gangel (2013). Holman Old Testament Commentary. Broadman Holman. Retrieved from 
https://app.wordsearchbible.lifeway.com] 

 
Genesis 12:1-9 
SUPPORTING IDEA: Abram forsook everything he had known all his life to begin all over again in a new 
world, a challenge that probably required greater faith than that of Moses.  
 
12:1. The story of Abraham, recorded in Genesis 12-25, begins with the first three verses of chapter 12. 
We need to understand the geography involved in Abram’s call. He was born in Ur about 2166 BC as the 
“Old Akkadian” age had just finished and the Sumerians, former rulers of the Mesopotamian world, had 
come back into power. This offers us one of those important historical pegs on which to hang our 
understanding of Abram’s era since we can link him with the famous Hammurabi. 
 
William Sanford LaSor fits Abraham into the old “Babylonian civilization at a time when it was at one of 
its peaks of cultural and political splendor. . . . Abraham came out of an area which for a long period of 
time—for four, five, or six hundred years—had had a high level of civilization with writing, with fine cities, 
with highly developed arts, beautiful gems and carvings and very well-established law codes and legal 
systems; all of these things were his, plus a highly developed religious system” (LaSor, 16-17). 
 
This is quite different from our understanding of a desert nomad who made his way across the wide 
spaces of the Fertile Crescent. But we notice the past tense of the first verb in chapter 12, “the Lord had 
said.” According to Acts 7:2, Abram’s call came while he was still in Mesopotamia, before the family trip 
to Haran. We must assume, therefore, that he always knew that the years he spent in that cradle of 
northern Syria were only a temporary stop in God’s ultimate plan for his life. 
We can see why God had to separate this new leader from his cultural surroundings. He had designed a 
new nation apart from the Sumerians and the Babylonians, opposed to their idol worship and cultural 
practices bathed in paganism. To make that possible, God selected one man and his family and took 
them away. Let’s not forget that Abram was seventy-five years old when he responded to the call of God 
and left Haran. 
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12:2-3. Abram stepped out in faith as Hebrews 11:8 clearly reminds us. But when God calls us to 
personal sacrifice, He compensates by great promises of blessing. These verses offer God’s promise to 
Abram which broadly unfolds into three general areas—land, descendants, and blessing. These two 
verses center on the blessing and offer a sevenfold promise. Although they are clear in the text, it may 
be worth listing them separately. 
 

I will make you into a great nation. 
I will bless you. 
I will make your name great. 
You will be a blessing. 
I will bless those who bless you. 
Whoever curses you I will curse. 
All peoples on earth will be blessed through you. 

 
This blessing theme began in Genesis 1:28, appeared again in 9:1, and we shall see it throughout the 
narrative of Abraham and his descendants (12:1-3; 13:15-16; 15:5, 18; 17:6-8; 22:17-18; 25:11; 26:2-4; 
27:27-29; 49:28). Peter used the seventh promise in his great sermon in Acts 3, and Paul wrote about it 
in Galatians 3. Griffith Thomas captured the principle in two brief sentences: “God never places burdens 
on His people’s shoulders without giving them power to respond. God’s biddings are His enablings” 
(Thomas, Genesis, 116). 
 
12:4-5. We cannot tell from the text whether Lot continued with Abram because he sensed something of 
God’s vision for the future or whether Abram had simply become a new father figure in the absence of 
Lot’s father, Nahor. Possibly Lot was traveling on Abram’s faith, a faith that responded immediately. 
 
At seventy-five Abram was still a middle-aged man. Nor was he from a poor family, since we gather that 
this move involved a great deal of luggage (tents, garments, flocks, herds) and many people (children, 
relatives, slaves). The text shows us a pilgrim who refused to be bound to a comfortable lifestyle simply 
because he had acquired and accumulated the things of this world. 
 
12:6-7. Abram headed east and south through Syria into Canaan. So Abram came south to Shechem 
and stopped at the site of the great tree of Moreh. Canaanite peoples worshiped a local deity at this 
famous shrine developed around a large tree mentioned again in Genesis 35:4 and Judges 9:6,37. 
 
Geography is always important as we follow Abram. But in these verses we begin to sense the pagan 
opposition he would face. Maybe Abram felt a sense of his minority faith in alien surroundings, so God 
stated: “To your offspring I will give this land.” This is the second of four references to the land in this 
chapter. 
 
Here Abram built his first altar to the Lord, who had appeared to him. Here we have the first witness to 
the true God in the land of Canaan that was inhabited by the sons of Ham. We are not told how God 
appeared to Abram, but this was not an unusual experience for the patriarch of faith. 
Notice that God gave the land not just to Abraham but to his offspring. Galatians 3:16 provides a 
fascinating commentary on this promise: “The promises were spoken to Abraham and to his seed.” The 
Scripture does not say, “and to seeds,” meaning many people, but “and to your seed,” meaning one 
person, who is Christ. Obviously the gift included Isaac, Jacob, and thousands of others who possessed 
the land in Abraham’s name and to a limited extent, still do. But the link between Abram and Christ 
forms the very foundation of the Jewish nation and its relationship to God. 
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12:8-9. Apparently Abram lived two other places in Canaan before his next international trip—first at 
Bethel and then down in the southern regions of the Negev. Bethel lay just north of Jerusalem, and it 
became a very important town in the history of Israel. In fact, only Jerusalem is mentioned more often 
than Bethel in the Old Testament. Continuing to establish God’s claim on the land, Abram built a second 
altar in Shechem, a location that will reappear frequently throughout the Old Testament. Why Canaan? 
LaSor offers a plausible answer. It was a land in association with the rest of the world of its day; it was 
the land bridge connecting the world of that day, namely: Asia Minor and the Hittite Empire, 
Mesopotamia and the Babylonian and Sumerian civilizations, and Egypt. To get from one to the other, 
you had to go through Canaan (LaSor, 23).  
 
[Kenneth O. Gangel (2013). Holman Old Testament Commentary. Broadman Holman. Retrieved from 
https://app.wordsearchbible.lifeway.com] 

 
Genesis 15:1-21 
SUPPORTING IDEA: All the victories and wealth in the world seem insignificant without a family, 
particularly a son.  

 
15:1. When we read that the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, we think of prophetic 
language. Indeed, Abraham is later called a prophet. But in these verses his credentials are established 
in a vision, offering a word that appears only here and in Numbers 24. Sailhamer says: 
 

Such an introduction to the events of this chapter is intended to show that the events recorded 
in chapter 15 are, in fact, those that Abraham saw in the vision (Jacob, in loc.). Thus, like 
prophetic visions elsewhere in Scripture, there may be more than a little symbolic value to the 
events. This is especially likely to be true of the visual display that Abraham saw in v. 17 
(Sailhamer, 127). 

 
Was Abram shaken by the events of chapter 14? Certainly, fighting a battle and dealing with two very 
different kings was a variation from sitting under the oaks at Hebron, but this vision seems to be 
preparatory rather than therapeutic. The phrase “do not be afraid” is a major message throughout the 
Scriptures (Luke 1:13, 30). Elsewhere in Scripture, shield represents the guardianship of a king (Deut. 
33:29; 2 Sam. 22:3; Ps. 7:10), so God solidified His promise to protect Abram and to make him even 
more prosperous than he already was. 
 
15:2-3. Abram pleaded with God about the emptiness of his life: What can you give me since I remain 
childless? He had been in Canaan for ten years but still had seen no evidence of the promise of offspring 
(12:2, 7). Abram had already made plans for his estate and, in accordance with the laws of his time, 
determined to bequeath his inheritance to Eliezer of Damascus . . . a servant in my household. Ross 
says: 
 

His concern was expressed by a marvelous word play on his household servant’s origin: this 
Eliezer of Damascus ( Dammeseq) is the possessor-heir (ben meseq, lit., ‘son of possession’) of 
my estate 136 (15:2). It is as if Abram were stressing to God that ‘the omen is in the nomen’—a 
mere servant would become his heir (Ross, 55). 

 
15:4-5. But Abram’s impatience was cut short by the Lord’s response. Eliezer would not be the heir. 
God promised that Abram would have a son “who comes from your own body.” Even if Abram had 
already adopted Eliezer in some official ceremony, the servant’s rights would be negated by the birth of 
a son. 
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Not one son, but thousands upon thousands. Imagine the pitch-black darkness of a desert night. Abram 
could have seen thousands of stars. Isaac would be the son of promise (Gal. 4:28), and his descendants 
would multiply in Egypt. But ultimately, every believer in Jesus Christ fits into this promise to Abram (Gal. 
3:29). This promise appears twice again, in Genesis 22:17 after the offering of Isaac and in Deuteronomy 
1:10 at the entrance into Canaan. Paul mentions it in Romans 4:18, and Hebrews 11:12 tells about its 
fulfillment. 
 
15:6. Abram’s response in this verse forms the centerpiece of the gospel. Here we see the first use of 
the verb “believe” in the Bible. It teaches us what faith means—believing God. So Paul could say that 
Abram was the father of all who believe (Rom. 4:11). Some interpreters even suggest that Genesis 15:6 
records Abram’s conversion experience. 
 
Genesis 15:6 is so important that the New Testament writers quoted it several times. It appears in whole 
or in part three times in the fourth chapter of Romans (4:3,22-23), as well as in Galatians 3:6 and James 
2:23. In Romans 4:23-25, Abram’s faith is compared with our faith in the death and resurrection of 
Christ. In other words, his faith in what God had told him up to that point is placed on the same level as 
our faith in what God has told us and revealed to us through Christ. In Galatians 3:6-7 we learn that 
believers in general are children of Abraham. James 2:23 also quotes Genesis 15:6 as proof that faith 
apart from works is dead. If we do not prove our faith by working for Christ and living as He wants us to 
live, our faith is not worth much. It is as good as dead (see Lightfoot, 161). 
 
SUPPORTING IDEA: God speaks again, affirming Abram’s call and reestablishing the promise of the 
land. 
 
15:7-11. Abram appealed for some guarantee, some human way of knowing that God would deliver on 
His promise. He managed to accept the promise of a son, but the land still seemed questionable. God’s 
program for Abram was on schedule, but at the age of 85, the patriarch was getting a little nervous 
about the fulfillment of the promises. We have no previous Old Testament record of this ritual, although 
sacrifices were common. The experience foreshadows a variety of sacrificial procedures that Israel 
would practice after the deliverance from Egypt. Some interpreters also see in these verses an early 
foundation for the cross. 
 
SUPPORTING IDEA: Sometimes we experience delays in the fulfillment of God’s promises, but this only 
reflects our finite understanding of the divine plan. 
 
15:12-14. As the sun set, Abram fell into a deep sleep. His discussion with God had been tiring and 
demanding. But what do we make of this thick and dreadful darkness? Some interpreters suggest 
Abram still had emotional turmoil over the predatory birds that attacked the carcasses of his sacrifice. 
Others look ahead in the text and see the dreariness of Egypt. Abram had not yet held his first son, and 
he learned that his offspring would be slaves for four hundred years. The word “mistreated” appears 
again in Exodus 1:11-12 to describe Egyptian oppression. 
We best count the four hundred years from the time of Jacob’s entry into Egypt (c. 1876 BC) to the 
exodus dated c. 1446 BC. Ross observes, “Apparently, then, Genesis 15:13 and Acts 7:6 with their 
references to 400 years, are using rounded figures and that makes a good bit of sense” (Ross, 55). 
When Abram’s nation did end its term of slavery, they would come out with great possessions, a 
reminder of the way Abram himself had left Egypt (13:2, 6). Egypt learned through history that when the 
Israelites paid a visit, the tail-lights were always more attractive than the headlights. 
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15:15-16. Abram would not be a part of this slavery since he would be buried at a good old age. This is 
the first time Abram had heard that he would not participate personally in God’s promise of the land. 
Since his fathers were not buried in Canaan as Abram was, we assume he would be at peace with them 
in Sheol, the place of departed righteous spirits. His people would return in the fourth generation, a 
reference back to the four hundred years of slavery. By that time the sin of the Amorites would have 
reached its full measure. 
 
From Canaanite literature, we have learned that the worshipers of many of the Canaanite deities 
participated in such degraded practices as atrocities in warfare and promiscuity in sexual matters—all in 
the name of religion. God is merciful, but His long-suffering and forbearance are not granted to people 
indefinitely. When stubborn disobedience passes the point of no return, God punishes the sinner. 
 
15:17-21. During all this, presumably after God had revealed the future of Israel in relation to Egypt and 
Canaan, a smoking firepot with a blazing torch appeared and passed between the pieces. This 
symbolized the presence of God (Exod. 3:2; 14:24; 19:18; Acts 2:3-4). Then the Lord cut a covenant with 
Abram that identified the precise boundaries of the land. 
 
The western boundary would be an Egyptian river just south of the Gaza strip, possibly near the present 
site of El Arish (assuming the Mediterranean Sea as well), and the eastern boundary, the Euphrates. This 
included all the land that belonged to ten people groups (10:15-18), signifying completeness of God’s 
gift to Abram. Scholars have calculated this territory in different ways, most agreeing that it exceeded 
300,000 square miles.  
 
[Kenneth O. Gangel (2013). Holman Old Testament Commentary. Broadman Holman. Retrieved from 
https://app.wordsearchbible.lifeway.com] 
 
 
Luke 4:1-13 
SUPPORTING IDEA: Testing people who minister for Him is God’s way of preparing them to minister. 
He wants to give them experience in relying on Scripture and experiencing Him rather than on human 
qualifications, methods, and abilities. 
 
4:1-2. John the Baptist disappears, and Jesus takes center stage. The One coming to baptize with the 
Spirit and with fire (3:16) and acknowledged by the dove-appearing Spirit (3:22), now followed the Spirit 
into ministry. His first stop was the desert, a place of isolation and desolation, outside the urban life of 
the city, outside the cultivated life of the farm country. It was on the stony, barren slopes of the Judean 
mountains toward the Dead Sea and lower Jordan River valley. Here robbers and revolutionaries 
gathered. Civilized people avoided the wilderness. But here Jesus followed the Spirit in faith. The stay 
proved long and arduous—forty days without family, friends, fellowship, or food. Only one other person 
ventured into the desert with Jesus: the devil, Mr. Temptation himself. Jesus faced the slandering, 
tempting adversary for over a month with no physical resources. He had to depend on spiritual strength. 
Jesus did not fast because this was a religious requirement. Only the Day of Atonement called for 
national fasting in Israel (Lev. 16:29,31; 23:27,32; Num. 29:7), although Israel apparently developed other 
fast days (Jer. 36:6; Zech. 7:5). Other fasts were special occasions of national need (1 Sam. 14:24). 
People in grief, repentance, and intercession might also fast (Num. 30:13; 1 Kgs. 21:27; Ps. 35:13). 
Jesus fasted to devote full time to God’s business and God’s presence rather than devote time to 
satisfying His personal needs. Ministry and devotion took top priority over physical hunger and self-
satisfaction. 
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Later, Jesus would teach people to make fasting an intensely personal relationship with God, hiding all 
signs of it from the outside world (Matt. 6:17). Facing the devil is certainly the time to fast, to face God as 
intensely as possible at the same time the devil faces you. So as Israel wandered forty years in the 
wilderness for disobeying God, so Jesus stayed forty days in the wilderness in complete obedience to 
God. 
 
4:3. Satan’s first test: “Prove you are the Son of God. Serve yourself; show divine power. You are hungry 
and you have the right to eat. Pick up one of the many rocks lying around here in the desert and let God 
turn it to bread so you can eat. Surely He will supply your every need." 
 
4:4. Jesus’s answer: “The Bible has a better answer. Look at Deuteronomy 8:3. A person needs 
something much more substantial than bread. God supplies my needs. He knows that my need now is 
something much better than bread. I need power from Him to enter the ministry of kingdom good news. 
He is giving me what He knows I need, not what you try to trick me into thinking I need. I will listen to 
God’s Word, not your word. I will serve God, not self.” 
 
4:5-7. Satan’s second test: “Build the kingdom the quick way—serve me. God wants you to establish 
the kingdom of God. Easily enough done. Come up here a minute. What do you see spreading out below 
you? You can see forever, can’t you? Looks like every kingdom and nation in the world spreading out 
before your eyes.” Note that Matthew places this temptation as the last one and situates it on a high 
mountain. Luke skips this detail. Location makes no difference. Purpose makes all the difference. 
 
Satan makes a startling claim: he has all earthly glory and authority to give away to whomever he wants. 
The Bible makes great claims for him, too. He is “the prince (“ruler,” NRSV) of this world” (John 12:31; 
14:30; 16:11). “The whole world is under the control of the evil one” (1 John 5:19). He can give it away 
(Rev. 13:2). Such power is only temporary and delegated power. Satan faces ultimate defeat. God’s 
kingdom will rule the world. 
 
Jesus must choose between a temporary, worldly kind of power with earthly glory or an eternal kind of 
power with God’s glory. The decision is difficult because the methods are so different. God’s method 
leads to preparation in the desert, a preparation to a cross-carrying ministry. Satan’s method leads to a 
high place with a vision of the whole world. God’s method demands death. Satan’s method calls for high 
living—with one catch. 
 
So, if you worship me, it will all be yours. What a tempting trade! Could the god of this age blind the Son 
of God (see 2 Cor. 4:4)? What is wrong with one moment of worship for full-time authority over the 
world? One-time worship reveals something much deeper. It shows devotion to selfish interests, hunger 
for personal power, willingness to doubt God’s way and go Satan’s way, a starting point on a path that 
has no way back to worship God. 
 
4:8. Jesus’s answer: “The Bible again has a better answer. Deuteronomy 6:13 says to worship God and 
no one else. That means every minute of my time is devoted to the worship and service of God. No time 
left for you, Satan. I will do it God’s way, even if it is the way of the cross. Nothing you have to give is 
worth giving up my experience and relationship with the Father. He has ultimate power. He alone loves 
me and cares for me. He alone deserves my worship. I will listen to Scripture, not to you. I will serve 
God, not Satan.” 
 
4:9-11. Satan’s third test: “Show the world who you are. Prove to them in one instant how much power 
you have, what you can do for them. Let God serve you one time. You serve Him all the time. I will show 
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you how. Come with me to holy Jerusalem, certainly the city of God’s kingdom. Stand up here on the 
highest point of the temple. Look down on the beautiful holy city at your feet. They will really be at your 
feet in a minute if you just listen to me. Scripture tells you how to do it. Read Psalm 91:11-12. Surely this 
passage was talking about Messiah. God will take care of His Messiah. He does not want you even to 
stub your toe. Jump right down. God is faithful. He will rescue you in midair. Everyone will see. All will fall 
at your feet. Your ministry mission will be accomplished. I will help a little. Just quickly jump off and wait 
for God to help.” 
 
4:12. Jesus’s answer: “You must read the Bible in its context and find its governing principles. 
Deuteronomy 6:16 gives one: ‘Do not put God to the test.’ You are the tempter, the one who puts people 
to the test. God is not a tempter, nor is He to be tempted. I will trust God to do things His way. We will 
work on the ministry of kingdom good news like He wants to. Your way is slick and sassy. It makes great 
marketing sense. One problem: It is not God’s way. I will serve God and never ask Him to serve me. 
Worshiping God is not a trade-off—give me this and I will give you that. Worshiping God is total devotion 
to Him no matter the cost. I will serve Him even to the cross. I will never serve you. I will never ask God 
to serve Me. I will never do things your way. I will follow God’s way.” 
 
4:13. Satan is not constantly on the job with us. He comes and goes. He strikes when we are most 
vulnerable. Then he goes on to other pursuits. He knew Jesus had gotten the best of him this time. 
“Okay, so I will try again,” Satan said. Continued temptation is fruitless against a person who has been 
strengthened by previous rejections of temptation. Let him get into another crisis point. See how strong 
he is then. Perhaps that will be the opportune time.  
 
[Max Anders and Trent C. Butler (2012). HNTC Vol. 03: Luke. B&H Publishing Group. Retrieved from 
https://app.wordsearchbible.lifeway.com] 
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Day 4 — MATCHLESS RISK (6-Day Camp) 
 
The Grand Narrative: Esther and Jesus 
Scripture:  Esther 2:5-10,15-18; 5:1-8; 8:1-13; Luke 4:31-36; Luke 19:45-48  
Life Questions:   What does taking a risk for Christ look like? How can you  

muster the courage to act when the situation is risky? 
Key Verse:   2 Timothy 1:7 

 
Out of boldness and courage, Esther was willing to take risks for her people, the Jews, by becoming 
queen and approaching the king on behalf of her people. Jesus went against the status quo, tradition, 
and the religious leaders in order to spread the gospel. We must take risks to share and live out Christ. 

 
Gather These Supplies: 

• Velcro strips 
• Notecards 
• Three large sheets of paper 
• Markers 
• Pool noodle pieces from day 2 (Note: You may need more) 
• Pens 
• Scissors 
• Wide rubber bands 
• Steps to Following God’s Direction Poster 
• Extra Bibles 
• Camp Guides 

 
Prepare Ahead of Time: 

• Using masking tape, create two squares on the floor, each measuring 2’X2’. Space them around 
the room.  

• Use the pool noodle pieces from day 2 and place an equal number in each of the two squares.   
• Write the following on three separate notecards: 1) Mr. or Ms. High School competition; 2) Music 

competition similar to “American Idol”; 3) Variety show competition similar to “America’s Got 
Talent.” 

• Copy and cut apart the seven summary points: 
# 1 - Mordecai discovered a plan where someone was going to assassinate the king, and Esther 
told the king on Mordecai’s behalf.  
# 2 - Haman, a person in high position with the king, wanted everyone to bow to him. Mordecai 
refused. Haman found out Mordecai was a Jew, and he was filled with anger. So, he planned to 
kill the Jews.  
# 3 - Haman went to the king and let the king know the Jews were doing what they wanted to do 
and not obeying the king’s laws. Haman let the king know that they must be stopped.  
# 4 - The king approved a royal decree: destroy, kill, and annihilate all the Jewish people and 
plunder their possessions. The king used his signet ring. This was a big deal. Once made, he 
was the only one who could undo it.  
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# 5 - Mordecai found out and was in anguish. The Jewish people were mourning. Esther found 
out from servants, and she was upset because she was a Jew. She sent someone to Mordecai 
to find out details, and he shared everything with her. She saw an actual copy of the decree. 
Mordecai advised her to go before the king.  
# 6 - Esther knew that going before the king when not called would be a death sentence. 
Mordecai responded: If you keep silent at this time, relief and deliverance will come to the 
Jewish people from another place, but you and your father’s family will be destroyed. Who 
knows, perhaps you have come to your royal position for such a time as this.  
# 7 - Esther asked the Jewish people to fast and pray for three days. After that, she planned to 
go before the king, even if she died. 

• Place a Velcro strip on each timeline notecard.  
• Make three copies of these questions for group discussion: 

o Why were people selling items in the temple and making it a marketplace? 
o Why did Jesus become angry? 
o Was this an OK response from Him? 
o What risks did Jesus take by running people out of the temple? 
o Were the risks worth it? 
o Why did the religious leaders want to kill Jesus? 

• Print a copy of each of the three scenarios:  
o Scenario #1 

You find yourself at a party where drinking alcohol is happening. Will you 1) go against the 
crowd and not drink; or 2) give into peer pressure and join in? 

o Scenario #2 
A new student is attending your school, and you overhear her being bullied by a group of 
popular girls. Will you 1) stand up for the girl being bullied by telling the girls to leave her 
alone and then let a teacher know; or 2) ignore the situation as if it wasn’t happening.  

o Scenario #3 
You have an opportunity to serve with a homeless ministry in your community. You have 
never done anything like this before and will be out of your comfort zone. Will you 1) take a 
risk and help make a difference in the lives of the people at the shelter; or 2) make up an 
excuse not to go. 

 
 
MOTIVATION 
Divide your group into two teams. Assign each team a square on the floor.  
 
Instruct each team to select a square defender. Lead this student to stand inside the square on the floor 
while others grab the paper balls.  
 
Give these instructions:  

• When I signal “begin,” the square defenders in the taped squares must defend it from the pool 
noodle pieces that other participants are trying to toss inside the square. 

• The square defender must stay inside the square. Other students who are tossing the pieces 
must be at least 2-3 feet (depending on the size of your room—3 feet is preferable) away from 
the square.  

• The square defender may knock a piece away from the square, but once it lands inside, the 
piece is counted as a point.  
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• At the end of a one-minute round, award the defender with the lowest number of pieces inside 
the square as the winner.  

 
Debrief:  
For the defenders: “How difficult was this task? What would you do differently?”  
For the other students: “What thoughts were going through your mind as you threw the pool noodle 
pieces?”  
“What might the pieces being thrown represent in our lives?”  
“What does it look like to defend something or someone?” 
“What risks are associated with taking a stand and defending something?” 
 
Say: “Today in Bible Study we will learn about Esther, who was willing to risk her life to defend 
and save her people. We will also look at two instances where Jesus took risks to do the right 
thing. We will learn that sometimes in life we will have to take risks and do what’s right even while 
we’re feeling afraid. Taking a risk means trusting God’s strength and promises to be with us when 
things are hard.”  
 
Ask a student to share one thing learned in Quiet Time this morning. Pray to begin the examination time, 
asking God to reveal Himself and His truths to the group.  
 
 
EXAMINATION 
 
Esther 2:5-10,15-18 
 
Unexpected Favor 
Instruct students to turn to the Book of Esther in their Bibles.  
 
Share this context leading up to our first passage: Vashti was the queen of Persia and the first wife of 
Persian King Ahasuerus. She angered the king because she refused to go to the king at his command 
(1:12). This was a really big deal that caused Vashti to lose her royal position. The king made a decree 
that another woman would take Vashti’s place as queen (1:19) This started the search for a new queen.  
 
Move around the room and assign one of the following names to each student: Esther, Mordecai, Hegai. 
Instruct students to get with others with the same name to form three groups. Give each group a sheet 
of butcher paper and a marker.  
 
Instruct groups to read Esther 2:5-10 as a group and make a list on the paper of as many things about 
their person as they can find in the Scripture passage.  

5 In the fortress of Susa, there was a Jewish man named Mordecai son of Jair, son of Shimei, 
son of Kish, a Benjaminite. 6 Kish had been taken into exile from Jerusalem with the other 
captives when King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon took King Jeconiah of Judah into exile. 7 
Mordecai was the legal guardian of his cousin Hadassah (that is, Esther), because she had no 
father or mother. The young woman had a beautiful figure and was extremely good-looking. 
When her father and mother died, Mordecai had adopted her as his own daughter. 
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8 When the king’s command and edict became public knowledge and when many young women 
were gathered at the fortress of Susa under Hegai’s supervision, Esther was taken to the palace, 
into the supervision of Hegai, keeper of the women. 9 The young woman pleased him and gained 
his favor so that he accelerated the process of the beauty treatments and the special diet that 
she received. He assigned seven hand-picked female servants to her from the palace and 
transferred her and her servants to the harem’s best quarters. 10 Esther did not reveal her 
ethnicity or her family background, because Mordecai had ordered her not to make them known. 

Invite one person in each group to share what they learned about their person.  
 
Say: “Esther was brought to the palace to be a part of the search for a new queen. Through quiet 
submission, she gained the favor of all who knew her, including Hegai who gave her accelerated 
beauty treatments, a special diet, and servants.” Ask: “How was this an advantage for Esther?” 
 
Ask: “What is meant by ‘to find favor with someone’?” (Favor=approval, support, goodwill, kindness 
beyond what was due or usual, preference) 
 
Say: “The Jews were under oppression because the Babylonians had taken Judah into exile. 
Esther did not reveal her ethnicity or her family background because Mordecai had ordered her 
not to make them known. Perhaps Mordecai felt that the king would not even consider Esther for 
queen, if he knew she was a Jew.”  
 
Chosen 
Give each group one of the following notecards: 1) Mr. or Ms. High School competition; 2) Music 
competition like “American Idol”; 3) Variety show competition similar to “America’s Got Talent”. 
 
Say: “You are to pretend that your group are the judges for the competition noted on your card. 
You are to determine the criteria that you would use to choose the winner. Turn your sheet of 
butcher paper over and note these criteria.” Allow groups a brief time to share after a couple minutes. 
 
Say: “We are about to see who is chosen as the of Queen of Persia.” Invite a student to read aloud 
Esther 2:15-18.  
 

15 Esther was the daughter of Abihail, the uncle of Mordecai who had adopted her as his own 
daughter. When her turn came to go to the king, she did not ask for anything except what Hegai, 
the king’s eunuch, keeper of the women, suggested. Esther gained favor in the eyes of everyone 
who saw her. 16 She was taken to King Ahasuerus in the palace in the tenth month, the month 
Tebeth, in the seventh year of his reign. 17 The king loved Esther more than all the other women. 
She won more favor and approval from him than did any of the other virgins. He placed the royal 
crown on her head and made her queen in place of Vashti. 18 The king held a great banquet for 
all his officials and staff. It was Esther’s banquet. He freed his provinces from tax payments and 
gave gifts worthy of the king’s bounty. 

 
Discuss as a large group: 

• What did Esther do when it was her turn to go to the king? (She did not ask for anything 
except what Hegai suggested.) 

• What did the king do upon crowning Esther queen? (He held a great banquet, freed his 
provinces from tax payments, and gave gifts worthy of the king’s bounty.) 
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Point out that the time between Vashti’s exit as queen to the point that Esther was crowned queen was 
about three years.  
 
Say: “Esther’s rise to queen was not her own doing but was a divine appointment and from being 
obedient to her cousin and God.” Point back to day three and the discussion about obedience. 
Compare it to how Esther submitted to Mordecai’s and God’s authority over her life.  
 

Esther 5:1-8 

Taking a Risk 
Distribute each summary card to a different student and invite them to read their summary point aloud in 
numerical order and tape them to the timeline as they are read.  
 
# 1 - Mordecai discovered a plan where someone was going to assassinate the king, and Esther told the 
king on Mordecai’s behalf.  
 
# 2 - Haman, a person in high position with the king, wanted everyone to bow to him. Mordecai refused. 
Haman found out Mordecai was a Jew, and he was filled with anger. So, he planned to kill the Jews.  
 
# 3 - Haman went to the king and let the king know the Jews were doing what they wanted to do and 
not obeying the king’s laws. Haman let the king know that they must be stopped.  
 
# 4 - The king approved a royal decree: destroy, kill, and annihilate all the Jewish people and plunder 
their possessions. The king used his signet ring. This was a big deal. Once made, he was the only one 
who could undo it.  
 
# 5 - Mordecai found out and was in anguish. The Jewish people were mourning. Esther found out from 
servants, and she was upset because she was a Jew. She sent someone to Mordecai to find out details, 
and he shared everything with her. She saw an actual copy of the decree. Mordecai advised her to go 
before the king.  
 
# 6 - Esther knew that going before the king when not called would be a death sentence. Mordecai 
responded: If you keep silent at this time, relief and deliverance will come to the Jewish people from 
another place, but you and your father’s family will be destroyed. Who knows, perhaps you have come 
to your royal position for such a time as this.  
 
# 7 - Esther asked the Jewish people to fast and pray for three days. After that, she planned to go before 
the king, even if she died. 
 
This or That 
Designate an imaginary line in the middle of the classroom. Tell students they are about to play “This or 
That.” They must choose between the two options you give them and move to the side of the room that 
matches their choice.  
 
Skittles or M&Ms 
Read the book or watch the movie 
Summer or winter 
Beach or mountains 
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Playing the game or watching from the stands 
Be super strong or be super fast 
Be your own boss or work for someone else 
Math or English 
  
Call on a different student to read aloud Esther 5:1-8.  
 

1 On the third day, Esther dressed in her royal clothing and stood in the inner courtyard of the 
palace facing it. The king was sitting on his royal throne in the royal courtroom, facing its 
entrance. 2 As soon as the king saw Queen Esther standing in the courtyard, she gained favor 
with him. The king extended the gold scepter in his hand toward Esther, and she approached 
and touched the tip of the scepter. 3 “What is it, Queen Esther?” the king asked her. “Whatever 
you want, even to half the kingdom, will be given to you.” 4 “If it pleases the king,” Esther replied, 
“may the king and Haman come today to the banquet I have prepared for them.” 5 The king said, 
“Hurry, and get Haman so we can do as Esther has requested.” So the king and Haman went to 
the banquet Esther had prepared. 6 While drinking the wine, the king asked Esther, “Whatever 
you ask will be given to you. Whatever you want, even to half the kingdom, will be done.” 7 
Esther answered, “This is my petition and my request: 8 If I have found favor in the eyes of the 
king, and if it pleases the king to grant my petition and perform my request, may the king and 
Haman come to the banquet I will prepare for them. Tomorrow I will do what the king has 
asked.” 

 
Discuss these questions as a large group: 

• What was Esther risking by going to the king uninvited? (death– 4:11b) 
• What did taking this stand require of Esther? (bravery, courage, obedience) 
• How did the king respond? (Again, Esther found favor and the king said she could have 

whatever she asked.) 
 
Say: “Just like you had to make choices in playing “This or That,” Esther had to make a choice, 
but of a much grander nature. She had to choose between preserving her own life and going 
before the king to save the lives of the Hebrews. Esther had to be brave and have courage to take 
this risk. Being obedient to God and others often takes bravery and courage on our part.”  
 
Refer students to page 33 of their Camp Guide to answer the questions found there.  
 

• What risks have you taken in your life?  
 

Circle any of the ones you listed that were for God.  
 

• Why is being willing to take a risk for God’s purposes vital in the life of a believer?  
 

Esther 8:1-13 

Taking Another Risk 
Share the summary of the Scriptures between the last passage read in chapter 5 and chapter 8 as 
outlined below: 
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-Mordecai was honored by the king for revealing the death plot against the king.  
-Esther had a feast for the king and Haman. The king told her whatever she asked that he would do.  
-Esther asked the king to spare her life and her people’s lives against Haman’s plot to destroy them.  
-The king had Haman executed, being hanged on the gallows that Haman had made for Mordecai  
-The king gave Hamans’ estate to Esther, and she put Mordecai in charge of it.  
 
Give each group a section of the verses of Esther 8:3-13 to read (Group 1 - verses 3-6; Group 2 – 
verses 7-10; Group 3 - verses11-13). Then, ask one student from each group to share a one-statement 
summary. 

3 Then Esther addressed the king again. She fell at his feet, wept, and begged him to revoke the 
evil of Haman the Agagite and his plot he had devised against the Jews. 4 The king extended the 
gold scepter toward Esther, so she got up and stood before the king. 5 She said, “If it pleases 
the king and I have found favor with him, if the matter seems right to the king and I am pleasing 
in his eyes, let a royal edict be written. Let it revoke the documents the scheming Haman son of 
Hammedatha the Agagite wrote to destroy the Jews who are in all the king’s provinces. 6 For 
how could I bear to see the disaster that would come on my people? How could I bear to see 
the destruction of my relatives?” 

7 King Ahasuerus said to Esther the queen and to Mordecai the Jew, “Look, I have given 
Haman’s estate to Esther, and he was hanged on the gallows because he attacked the Jews. 8 
Write in the king’s name whatever pleases you concerning the Jews, and seal it with the royal 
signet ring. A document written in the king’s name and sealed with the royal signet ring cannot 
be revoked.” 9 On the twenty-third day of the third month—that is, the month Sivan—the royal 
scribes were summoned. Everything was written exactly as Mordecai commanded for the Jews, 
to the satraps, the governors, and the officials of the 127 provinces from India to Cush. The edict 
was written for each province in its own script, for each ethnic group in its own language, and to 
the Jews in their own script and language. 10 Mordecai wrote in King Ahasuerus’s name and 
sealed the edicts with the royal signet ring. He sent the documents by mounted couriers, who 
rode fast horses bred in the royal stables. 

11 The king’s edict gave the Jews in each and every city the right to assemble and defend 
themselves, to destroy, kill, and annihilate every ethnic and provincial army hostile to them, 
including women and children, and to take their possessions as spoils of war. 12 This would take 
place on a single day throughout all the provinces of King Ahasuerus, on the thirteenth day of 
the twelfth month, the month Adar. 13 A copy of the text, issued as law throughout every 
province, was distributed to all the peoples so the Jews could be ready to avenge themselves 
against their enemies on that day. 

 
Say: “Esther took another risk and approached and addressed the king a second time. Ask: “How 
do you think Esther taking a risk before the King the first time prepared her for this second time?”  
  
Say: When we are willing to take a risk, that step may be preparing us for a bigger risk in the 
future. God used Esther to save His people, the Jews, and He wants to use YOU for His purposes, 
too.”  Ask student to reflect on the following: How is God using you today? How might He want to use 
you in the future? 
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Say: “Esther used the authority she was given for a higher purpose (to save her people) and not 
for her own gain. She advocated for others when she was comfortable in the palace with 
everything she needed. These are really important actions to remember if you ever find yourself in 
a position of authority or leadership.”  

Luke 4:31-36 

Going Against Culture 

Say: “Now, let’s take a look at a couple of examples where Jesus took a risk.” Call on another 
student to read aloud Luke 4:31-36.  

31 Then he went down to Capernaum, a town in Galilee, and was teaching them on the Sabbath. 
32 They were astonished at his teaching because his message had authority. 33 In the synagogue 
there was a man with an unclean demonic spirit who cried out with a loud voice, 34 “Leave us 
alone! What do you have to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I 
know who you are—the Holy One of God!” 35 But Jesus rebuked him and said, “Be silent and 
come out of him!” And throwing him down before them, the demon came out of him without 
hurting him at all. 36 Amazement came over them all, and they were saying to one another, “What 
is this message? For he commands the unclean spirits with authority and power, and they come 
out!” 

Ask: “What action did Jesus take that was considered going against the culture of His day?” (He 
healed a man on the Sabbath.) 

Say: “Jesus healed a man with a demonic spirit on the Sabbath, which was against the Jewish 
law. He used His authority over the evil spirit for the kingdom.” Ask: “What risks did Jesus take in 
healing on the Sabbath?” (Being arrested, death, His reputation, not being allowed to teach in the 
synagogue again) 
 
Share: “Jesus was different from the religious leaders of the time. He was willing to go against the 
cultural norms. He showed favor to those who needed it.” Ask: “To whom are we more likely to 
show favor?” (popular, cool, likable, etc.) Say: “Jesus showed favor to the marginalized people, 
outcasts, not popular, the sick and needy. He was not concerned with the Mosaic Law. He came 
to fulfill the law.” 
 
Refer students to page 34 of their Camp Guide: 
 

• What are you doing because culture tells you to do it?  
• What are you doing because Scripture tells you to do it?  

 
Fill in the columns.  
 
 
Are you living by culture or Scripture?  
 
Living out Scripture is risky in a world that is living by flesh and not Spirit. Stepping out of the norm and 
status quo involves risk.  
 



BIBLE STUDY LEADER GUIDE 
 
 
 
 

 
 

66 
 

Allow a short time for students to share what they wrote in their guides.  
 
Luke 19:45-48 
 
Taking a Stand 
Invite a student in each group to read aloud Luke 19:45-48 to their group. 

45 He went into the temple and began to throw out those who were selling, 46 and he said, “It is 
written, my house will be a house of prayer, but you have made it a den of thieves!” 47 Every day 
he was teaching in the temple. The chief priests, the scribes, and the leaders of the people were 
looking for a way to kill him, 48 but they could not find a way to do it, because all the people were 
captivated by what they heard. 

Distribute question cards to groups and lead them to discuss the questions: 
• Why were people selling items in the temple and making it a marketplace? (During various 

religious feasts, people were allowed to sell items in the temple spaces and exchange their 
money for a currency to use to pay temple tax.) 

• Why did Jesus become angry? (The temple had become a marketplace instead of a place of 
worship. No one was focused on God.) 

• Was this an OK response from Him? (Jesus’s anger was justified and not selfish.) 
• What risks did Jesus take by running people out of the temple? (Reputation, imprisonment, 

not being allowed in the temple in the future, death, etc.)  
• Were the risks worth it? (Yes. He was able to return to teaching the disciples and people.) 
• Why did the religious leaders want to kill Jesus? (They were threatened by Jesus.) 

 
Walk through each question and allow for a brief discussion. Say: “The temple had become a 
marketplace. Jesus could not take His Father’s house being used in that way. He took a stand to 
reclaim the temple for its real purpose. He was willing to take risks whenever and wherever to 
extend the love and grace of God.”  
 
Lead groups to discuss these questions: 
 

• When was a time when you had to stand up for someone else or for a cause?  
• What were the risks involved? 
• What were the results? 

 
Now, lead students to match the comparisons between Esther and Jesus on page 34 in their Camp 
Guide: 
 
Esther 

1. Esther was willing to lay down her life so that the people could be saved. 
 

2. Esther saved the Jews. 
 

3. Esther became Queen of Persia. 
 

4. Esther put her position of royalty on the line to save Israel.  
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Jesus 
A. Jesus surrendered His position in heaven to rescue humanity.  
 
B. Jesus laid down His life for mankind. 
 
C. Jesus is the King of Kings. 
 
D.  Jesus saves mankind. 

 
[Answers: 1B, 2D, 3C, 4A] 
 
 
APPLICATION 
Refer to the Steps for Following God’s Direction Poster. Challenge students to focus on the three steps 
to take when God is working in their lives and calling them to a certain task. (Be brave. Take risks. Trust 
God.) Give each student a wide rubber band and pen. Lead them to print the three steps on their rubber 
band. Then, instruct them to pull the rubber band on their wrist like a bracelet to wear as a reminder. 
Recite the three steps together in unison.  
 
Challenge students to look for smaller, everyday risks they can take now that will help to prepare them 
for bigger risks ahead.  
 
Real Life Risks—What Would You Do? 
Distribute one of the scenarios to each of the groups and instruct students to discuss their situation, the 
possible responses, and the risks involved in each one.  
 
Scenario #1 
You find yourself at a party where drinking alcohol is happening. Will you 1) go against the crowd and 
not drink; or 2) give into peer pressure and join in? Discuss their situation, the possible responses, and 
the risks involved in each one.  
 
Scenario #2 
A new student is attending your school, and you overhear her being bullied by a group of popular girls. 
Will you 1) stand up for the girl being bullied by telling the girls to leave her alone and then let a teacher 
know; or 2) ignore the situation as if it wasn’t Discuss their situation, the possible responses, and the 
risks involved in each one. happening.  
 
Scenario #3 
You have an opportunity to serve with a homeless ministry in your community. You have never done 
anything like this before and will be out of your comfort zone. Will you 1) take a risk and help make a 
difference in the lives of the people at the shelter; or 2) make up an excuse not to go. Discuss their 
situation, the possible responses, and the risks involved in each one. 
 
What’s This Mean for Me? 
Refer students to page 35 of their Camp Guide to answer the questions found there:  
 

• How have you taken risks this week in the following areas?  
 

Bible Study Group: 
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Recreation (Centrifuge): 
 

Ministry Site (MFuge): 
 

Decisions you have made: 
 
 

• What risks are you willing to take when you get home? 
 
 
KEY VERSE 
“For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but one of power, love, and sound judgment” (2 Timothy 1:7). 
 
Lead students in the following rhythm activity. Repeat it several times.  
 
“For God” snap, snap 
“Has not given us” clap, clap 
“A spirit of fear” slap lap, slap lap 
“But one of power” stomp feet, stomp feet 
“Love” snap, snap 
 “and sound judgment” clap, clap 
 
For the last time, lead students to recite the verse from memory without the actions.  
 
Call on a student to pray to dismiss the group.  
 
 
 
COMMENTARY 
 
Esther 2:5-10,15-18 
 
SUPPORTING IDEA: All the beautiful young women of the kingdom were gathered at Susa. Among 
them was Esther, an unknown woman from an unimportant people. Yet, through quiet submission she 
gained the admiration and support of all who knew her, including the king.  
 
2:5-6. Xerxes crossed from chapter 1 to chapter 2 an essentially unchanged man, maintaining his self-
indulgent and grandiose charm. But chapter 2 introduces the true protagonist: Esther. Essential to her 
person-hood, her behavior, her wisdom, and success was her Jewishness. 
 
Before Esther’s entry into the story, however, we learn first of Mordecai, her uncle, who lived in the 
citadel of Susa. His residence in the citadel suggests he held an official government job. Mordecai was a 
Jew of the tribe of Benjamin whose ancestors had been carried into exile from Jerusalem by 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon at the same time Jehoiachin king of Judah was taken away. 
 
2:7. This Jewish man had a cousin named Hadassah, who was lovely in form and features. Like many 
Jews in captivity, his cousin had both a Jewish and a Gentile name. Hadassah, her Jewish name, means 
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“myrtle”; Esther was either Babylonian or Persian in origin. Esther had neither father nor mother, so 
Mordecai had raised her as his own daughter, quite possibly adopting her. 
 
2:8-9. After communicating Xerxes’s edict throughout the realm, many girls were brought to the citadel 
of Susa and put under the care of Hegai. In autocratic governments, individual consent or willingness 
plays no role in the operations of the state. These girls were brought, regardless of how they or their 
families felt, and placed in the harem under the care of the king’s eunuch. Esther also was taken to the 
king’s palace. At this point Esther was one of hundreds of women gathered by the king’s emissaries. 
 
Hegai was in charge of the harem and was able to make certain decisions. From among all the girls, 
Esther pleased him. Hegai hurried to begin her beauty treatments. Each girl went through a twelve-
month regimen of beautification before Xerxes considered her (Esth. 2:12). It seems that, in order for 
Esther to make her appearance as soon as possible, Hegai lost no time in starting the process. 
 
Hegai assigned to Esther seven maids selected from the king’s palace. Either Esther was given more 
maids than all the others, or her maids were of superior ability. In addition, he moved Esther and her 
maids into the best place in the harem. As one who understood Xerxes, Hegai detected in Esther a 
woman who could please the king. 
 
2:10-11. Esther kept her Jewish nationality a secret because Mordecai had forbidden her to reveal it. 
Esther’s attitude was in stark contrast to Vashti’s willfulness; Mordecai’s familial authority distinguished 
itself from Xerxes’s domestic helplessness. One ruled by relationship, the other by decree. 
 
Mordecai probably wanted to protect Esther from possible anti-Jewish sentiments, the type he 
experienced from Haman. His sense of concern and responsibility for Esther also drove him to walk each 
day back and forth near the courtyard of the harem to find out how Esther was. This does not imply that 
he saw Esther or spoke with her. But as an official within the walls of the citadel, Mordecai knew where 
to get the latest gossip or information.  
 
2:15. Against this background, Esther’s turn came. Unlike those who had gone before, Esther asked for 
nothing other than what Hegai . . . suggested. She maintained a sense of modesty and propriety by 
refusing to mimic Gentile habits. She continued her submission to those over her, relying on the 
knowledge and guidance of Hegai. In addition, the author suggests that Esther went to the king in 
understated simplicity, allowing her natural beauty and gentle manner to commend her. 
 
2:16. The author next placed the events in context. It was the tenth month of the seventh year of 
Xerxes’s reign. That means Esther’s entry into the king’s favor occurred between December and 
January, 479/478 BC. About four years had passed since Vashti was dethroned; Xerxes spent those 
years warring unsuccessfully against Greece. 
 
2:17. Hegai’s intuitions proved right: the king was attracted to Esther more than to any of the other 
women. So he made her queen instead of Vashti. 
 
2:18. After Esther’s selection, the king gave a great banquet . . . for all his nobles and officials. The 
contrasts are again striking. Contrary to the opening banquets designed to elevate and display the 
glories of Xerxes, this banquet was given in honor of his queen. Unlike the previous segregated feasts of 
Xerxes and Vashti, this celebration included Esther, suggesting marital harmony rather than schism.  
 
[Max Anders, Knute Larson and Kathy Dahlen (2012). HOTC Vol. 09: Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther. B&H Publishing Group. Retrieved 
from https://app.wordsearchbible.lifeway.com] 
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Esther 5:1-8 
SUPPORTING IDEA: Esther exhibited intelligence and an extraordinary perception of her situation and 
the people with whom she was dealing. 
 
5:1-2. On the third day Esther put on her royal robes. In accordance with her own command, Esther and 
her maids had been observing a strict fast, but on the third day she ended it in order to appear before 
the king. In every way Esther followed court etiquette. She dressed appropriately because no one with 
symbols of mourning could enter the palace complex. The environment of the king was carefully 
controlled; sadness and distress were not allowed. She also understood the man with whom she dealt; 
she knew that he was attracted to beauty. 
 
Esther stood in the inner court of the palace, in front of the king’s hall. The arrangement of the palace 
rooms and buildings has faded with antiquity, but apparently she stood in an interior court that was 
visible from the king’s throne room. Since Xerxes was sitting on the throne, it seems that he was 
occupied in official business, or perhaps he was between sessions with his officials and nobles. 
 
When he saw Queen Esther standing in the court, he was pleased with her. The same expression used 
here was used in Esther 2:9 when Esther impressed the king’s eunuch Hegai. It carries the sense of 
earning favor or winning approval. Most likely, when the king looked up from his throne, he was struck 
by Esther’s beauty. Xerxes was a man driven by pleasure, appetites, and self-indulgence. It was enough 
that Esther’s beauty was stunning; he held out to her the gold scepter that was in his hand. 
 
She had passed through the first danger. As we learned in Esther 4:11, the gold scepter represented life. 
As expected in Persian protocol, Esther approached and touched the tip of the scepter—a sign of 
respect and honor. 
 
5:3-4. Xerxes asked, What is it, Queen Esther? What is your request? The king knew this was not a 
social call; Esther risked her life in coming before him unbidden. Xerxes also realized that a weighty 
matter was on her mind, an issue requiring his intervention. Then, with the offhanded extravagance we 
have come to expect from the king, he offered her up to half the kingdom. Everything in Xerxes’s speech 
to this point was given in the parlance of the court. The bestowal of half his kingdom was not to be taken 
seriously. It simply indicated the favor with which she was received at that point. 
 
Following court etiquette, Esther replied, “May the king and Haman come today to the banquet I have 
prepared for them.” Banquets were the socially acceptable platform for discussing negotiations or 
serious issues. Esther was behaving properly. The inclusion of Haman allowed for her eventual public 
revelation of his wickedness. 
 
5:5a. Bring Haman at once, the king ordered. Everything about the will of the king was done quickly, not 
because it was urgent, but simply because his word was imperial edict. In the king’s own words, the 
urgency was also so that we may do what Esther asks. Here the narrator included some irony because 
Esther’s true desire was not the banquet but Haman’s exposure. 
 
5:5b-6. The king and Haman attended Esther’s banquet. As they were drinking wine, the king said, 
“Whatever you ask will be given to you.” In Near Eastern culture no serious discussions were conducted 
while eating. Once the meal was finished and they entered the more relaxed atmosphere of drinking 
wine, then important issues were allowed. Xerxes opened the negotiations by repeating his formulaic 
speech. 
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5:7-8. Many scholars wonder why Esther pursued such an apparently evasive strategy in responding to 
the king when it seems he was ready to grant whatever she asked. But Xerxes’s repetitive question was 
not an agreement but a request of his own . . . that she disclose her petition. Frederic W. Bush sees in 
Esther’s response a stratagem that captured the king’s curiosity and secured her success. He translates 
Esther’s opening remark as an enticing question, “My wish and my request?” (Bush, p. 407). She 
followed this with a formality drawn from court propriety, her language rich in respect and social grace: 
“If I have found favor in the eyes of the king.” 
 
This time, however, her request was not just to attend another banquet. She rephrased the invitation in 
order to secure her success: “If it pleases the king to grant my petition and perform my request, may the 
king and Haman come to the banquet I will prepare for them.” 
 
By deciding to attend the second banquet, the king publicly agreed in advance to honor whatever the 
queen asked. In this way Esther circumvented Xerxes from seeking advice from his counselors or nobles 
about her petition. If Xerxes and Haman would come to the banquet then, confident her request would 
be granted, she promised to answer the king’s question. And so, as D. J. Clines notes, Esther made it 
appear that she would be doing the king a favor, rather than the other way around. 
 
[Max Anders, Knute Larson and Kathy Dahlen (2012). HOTC Vol. 09: Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther. B&H Publishing Group. Retrieved 
from https://app.wordsearchbible.lifeway.com] 
 
 

Esther 8:1-13 
Supporting Idea: Esther approached and addressed the king a second time. The king handed over his 
authority to Esther and Mordecai. An edict was written and sent to all provinces that gave the Jews the 
right to defend themselves from any enemy they might face.  

 
8:1-2. It was quite according to the practices of the ancient Near East that a winner took over the 
property of a loser, so the king gave Haman’s house to Esther. We are not informed as to how she could 
use it since she normally should be within the outer walls of the castle. Even a queen was part of the 
harem. A definite irony seems intended in this that the Jewess Esther received the executed Haman’s 
house instead of Haman getting the spoils from all the annihilated Jews. But it is more than irony; it is 
the eternal justice of the unnamed covenant God of Israel, who also is the God of the universe. 
 
Mordecai was presented to the king by Esther. The king took off his signet ring and gave it to Mordecai. 
It should probably be understood as an indication that a man who so well could handle the delicate 
matters of a relative must also be an able minister of the king. Esther could now for the first time show 
her gratefulness toward him and give him all the things of Haman’s home to underline the proverb: “Man 
predicts, but God prevails.” 
 
8:3-8. In spite of Esther’s personal victory over Haman, the royal edict contrived by him against the Jews 
stood firm. The tension in this section is created by the tradition that royal edicts are irrevocable, as the 
king stated in v. 8. 
 
Esther therefore pleaded with the king again to make him change the edict. Her female logic sees no 
problem in making royal edicts and then revoking his orders. The king, however, felt that he could not; it 
never had been done. He on his side pleaded with Esther that he had given her revenge over Haman. 
Almost in the fashion of Pilate, this ruler finally washed his hands of the affair and gave Esther the full 
authority to handle the matter as she saw fit, as long as the edict was permitted to stand. 
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8:9-14. Having been given the permission, Esther again summoned the royal secretaries on the 23rd of 
Sivan. The exact dates are meant to enhance the credibility of the narrative. A new edict was dictated by 
Mordecai to the satraps of all the 127 provinces and again in the native tongue of the different areas. A 
copy of the edict was sent also to all the Jews in their script and language. This means that they were 
becoming important and were given an identity of their own. Again the message went out into all the 
country. The edict did not revoke the previous one, but it did give the Jews permission to defend 
themselves and to slay any group that might attack them, even to plunder their goods on the date 
originally set for Haman’s pogrom, the 13th of Adar. In this roundabout way the “law of the Medes and 
the Persians” was permitted to retain its reputation for immutability.  
 
[Clifton J Allen (2017). (p. 17). Broadman Bible Commentary: Esther-Psalms. Retrieved from 
https://app.wordsearchbible.lifeway.com] 

 
Luke 4:31-36 
Supporting Idea: Jesus healed a man possessed with an unclean spirit on the Sabbath, which was 
against the law of that day.  
 
4:31–32. The reference to Capernaum as a “city in Galilee” both speaks of its relative size and 
importance and recalls the summary of Jesus’ itinerancy in the region of Galilee in 4:14–15. As the 
Nazareth-account was a programmatic instance of Jesus’ activity in Galilee, so the narration of his 
Capernaum ministry illustrates and develops the nature of his ministry. The content of Jesus’ teaching is 
not indicated, but the parallels between vv 15–16 and vv 31–32 imply that Jesus’ message in 
Capernaum was analogous to that in Nazareth. Here, however, the reason for their astonishment is 
specifically related to their recognition that his word carried authority. No hint in the text points to a 
particular mode of argumentation; rather, Jesus’ authority is grounded in the power of the Spirit (4:14).  
 
4:33–35. Luke does not stop to puzzle over the presence of a demonized man in the synagogue but is 
more concerned with communicating the evil influence at work in this man. For this reason, he employs 
a clumsy phrase, combining “spirit,” “unclean,” and “demon.” “Spirit,” of course, has already been used 
with reference to the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of the Lord (e.g., 4:1, 14, 18), so additional adjectives are 
needed here to negate any possible confusion between the spirits at work in the narrative. “Demons,” on 
the other hand, might refer to divinities in a more neutral or positive way in the Greco-Roman world, 
even if in Second Temple Judaism they were diabolical agents of ruin. By using all three terms in this 
one instance, then, Luke can specify for his audience his own vocabulary for evil spirits.  
   At the prompting of the demon, the man may have shouted, “Ha!”—a spontaneous interjection (NIV, 
TEV, NAB). More probably, we should follow the NRSV: “Let us alone!” This reading is encouraged by 
the appearance of the same verb in v 41. Hence, in spite of their demands, Jesus would not let the 
spirits alone, and especially would not let them vocalize their awareness of his identity (vv 35, 41). The 
demon intensifies its request to be left alone by its hostile and defensive assertion of the lack of any 
common ground between itself and its kind on the one hand, and Jesus on the other: “What have you to 
do with us?” The chasm between the work of the demonic and that of Jesus is highlighted further by the 
appellation of Jesus as the Holy One of God, a title that recalls Jesus’ divine origins (1:35) and identifies 
him as one in God’s service.         
   Who is the “us” to whom the demon refers? It is possible to find here a dissolution of the boundaries 
between the demon and the man it is controlling, with the demon assuming that to destroy it would 
necessitate the destruction of the man as well. In light of the programmatic nature of the story of testing 
(4:1–13), situating Jesus’ ministry in the context of struggle with the diabolic (cf. 22:28), it is evident that 
a more expansive reading is called for here. That is, in attacking this one unclean spirit, the Spirit-
empowered Jesus has initiated a ministry of “release” constituting an onslaught against all the forces of 
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evil (cf., e.g., 3:16; 11:14–23; 13:16). This view gains further support from the ongoing exorcistic activity 
of Jesus’ followers in the book of Acts, and from the broader understanding, shared by Luke, that the 
coming of the messianic age spelled the demise of the rule of Satan. “Have you come to destroy us?” 
the demon inquires of Jesus. Yes!  
   Jesus’ command of silence is, in part, a measure aimed at exerting control over the demon; Jesus’ 
rebuke is in this case an assault against the spirit’s original defensive posture. Indeed, not only had the 
spirit ordered Jesus to let them alone, but, through asserting knowledge of Jesus’ name and origins, it 
had also attempted to gain control over Jesus. Additionally, Jesus’ command may be an attempt to 
avoid further acclamation by an agent of evil, lest Jesus thus be seen as working in league with an 
unclean spirit. It is not that what the demon says is erroneous, but (1) that it is said by one whose 
awareness of Jesus’ status as God’s holy agent leads not to acceptance but to defensiveness, and (2) 
that within the Lukan narrative Jesus has only begun the process of identifying more fully the character 
of his mission. Phrases like “Holy One of God,” “Son of God,” and “Messiah” (vv 34, 41) can and should 
be understood with reference to Jesus’ ministry to those oppressed by Satan, but there is more, 
including the suffering and exaltation of Jesus, that must be taken into account before an authentic 
acclamation will be possible. The spirit’s response, throwing the man down before them, may appear to 
be an act of violence, but Luke explicitly disallows such a reading by his conclusion, “without having 
done him any harm.” The picture is rather of the complete acquiescence of the demon and his delivering 
the man over to Jesus. The demon’s work is ended; the man is free of its influence and restored to his 
people.  
 
4:36–37. The synagogal responses to Jesus’ encounter with the demon parallel the response to his 
teaching. Both expressions of the good news, exorcism and teaching, are “words with authority,” and 
both elicit responses of wonder and amazement. In Luke, these are at best neutral reactions; although 
“amazement” may suggest a reaction to a manifestation of divine power, in Luke such reactions may or 
may not lead to faith. Just as the reference to the “power” with which Jesus rebukes the demons is 
reminiscent of Luke’s report that Jesus returned from his testing in the wilderness “in the power of the 
Spirit” (4:14), so the escalation of his popularity throughout the region recalls the summary statement in 
4:14–15. In the present text, however, these “village stories” will have served to advance Jesus’ 
authoritative status and to restore the formerly demonized man to his position in the community.  
 
Green, Joel B. 1997. The Gospel of Luke. The New International Commentary on the New Testament. Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. B. 
Eerdmans Publishing Co. 

 
Luke 19:45-48 
SUPPORTING IDEA: The rejected king of glory condemned the gory business of the temple and 
restored God’s place of worship to its rightful glory. 
 
19:45. Having viewed the temple from the Mount of Olives, Jesus finally entered the city. For Luke, the 
first appearance in the city comes in the temple, the place where God’s Messiah would be expected to 
appear. Did he find worship of God and praise for the grace and mercy of the saving Lord? Oh, no! He 
found secular business in the sacred precincts. The religious establishment had cornered the market on 
sacrificial lambs and birds and on changing money into the coins that were acceptable for temple 
offerings and purchases. The Pharisees and Saduccees placed wealth above obedience. Jesus had to 
get rid of this. His Father’s house must be pure and holy. Exit businessmen. Enter worshipers. 
 
19:46. What authority did Jesus have for such actions? He had Scripture on His side. Isaiah 56:7 and 
Jeremiah 7:11 combine to show God’s intent and the Jewish leaders’ result. God established the temple 
as the place where His presence could be experienced and witnessed by the people. There His people 
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could converse with Him in prayer. Out of this conception of the temple grew the book of Psalms with its 
prayers for all kinds of life situations. 
 
But legalism had set in. Jewish rabbis established interpretations of laws and interpretations of 
interpretations. To be sure of obeying the law of sacrifice, a person felt obliged to purchase an animal at 
the temple. Other similar activities increased until commerce replaced conversation with God. The 
temple not only had commerce; it had a commercial monopoly. As usual with monopolies, prices rose to 
outrageous heights. Jesus described such monopolistic, price-gouging commerce as robbery. God 
could not stand for this. Exit commercial activities and animal stalls. Enter the royal king to reclaim His 
house for prayer and worship. The king had come not only to seek and to save the lost. He had come to 
save the temple from the thieves who occupied it. 
 
SUPPORTING IDEA: Jesus maintained control of his future even as the Pharisees plotted His death and 
the crowds stood spellbound waiting for his moment of action. 
 
19:47. The cleansed house of prayer became Jesus’s classroom. Here He taught the disciples and the 
crowds about God’s kingdom. The Jewish leaders ignored His teaching. They had one goal—to destroy 
Him. They revealed their true nature as people who opposed and rejected the one who visited them in 
the name of the Lord. 
 
 19:48. The power block’s plotting could not succeed. It was not yet God’s time. God used the power of 
popular appeal to keep the religious leaders at bay. The people hung on every word of Jesus, 
spellbound by His authority and His unique style of teaching. The religious leaders dared not cause an 
uproar among the people. Then Rome would interfere. They would lose all power just as Jesus had 
predicted. So the stage was set. When and how would the passion predictions of the Messiah come 
true? In what way would this be a victory for the religious establishment? In what way would it be a 
victory for the sovereign plan of God to seek and to save the lost? How would the disciples react? How 
would the crowd respond?  
 
[Max Anders and Trent C. Butler (2012). HNTC Vol. 03: Luke. B&H Publishing Group. Retrieved from 
https://app.wordsearchbible.lifeway.com] 
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Day 4 — MATCHLESS RISK/CLOSING MORNING 
(5-Day Camp) 
 
The Grand Narrative: Esther and Jesus 
Scripture:  Esther 2:5-10,15-18; 5:1-8; 8:1-13; Luke 4:31-36 
Life Questions:   What does taking a risk for Christ look like? How can you  

muster the courage to act when the situation is risky? 
Key Verse:   2 Timothy 1:7 

 
Out of boldness and courage, Esther was willing to take risks for her people, the Jews, by becoming 
queen and approaching the king on behalf of her people. Jesus went against the status quo, tradition, 
and the religious leaders in order to spread the gospel. We must take risks to share and live out Christ. 

 
Gather These Supplies: 

• Velcro strips 
• Notecards 
• Three large sheets of paper 
• Markers 
• Pool noodle pieces from day 2 (Note: You may need more) 
• Pens 
• Scissors 
• Wide rubber bands 
• Steps to Following God’s Direction Poster 
• Extra Bibles 
• Camp Guides 

 
Prepare Ahead of Time: 

• Using masking tape, create two squares on the floor, each measuring 2’X2’. Space them around 
the room.  

• Use the pool noodle pieces from day 2 and place an equal number in each of the two squares.   
• Write the following on three separate notecards: 1) Mr. or Ms. High School competition; 2) Music 

competition similar to “American Idol”; 3) Variety show competition similar to “America’s Got 
Talent.” 

• Copy and cut apart the seven summary points: 
# 1 - Mordecai discovered a plan where someone was going to assassinate the king, and Esther 
told the king on Mordecai’s behalf.  
# 2 - Haman, a person in high position with the king, wanted everyone to bow to him. Mordecai 
refused. Haman found out Mordecai was a Jew, and he was filled with anger. So, he planned to 
kill the Jews.  
# 3 - Haman went to the king and let the king know the Jews were doing what they wanted to do 
and not obeying the king’s laws. Haman let the king know that they must be stopped.  
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# 4 - The king approved a royal decree: destroy, kill, and annihilate all the Jewish people and 
plunder their possessions. The king used his signet ring. This was a big deal. Once made, he 
was the only one who could undo it.  
# 5 - Mordecai found out and was in anguish. The Jewish people were mourning. Esther found 
out from servants, and she was upset because she was a Jew. She sent someone to Mordecai 
to find out details, and he shared everything with her. She saw an actual copy of the decree. 
Mordecai advised her to go before the king.  
# 6 - Esther knew that going before the king when not called would be a death sentence. 
Mordecai responded: If you keep silent at this time, relief and deliverance will come to the 
Jewish people from another place, but you and your father’s family will be destroyed. Who 
knows, perhaps you have come to your royal position for such a time as this.  
# 7 - Esther asked the Jewish people to fast and pray for three days. After that, she planned to 
go before the king, even if she died. 

• Place a Velcro strip on each timeline notecard.  
 
 
MOTIVATION 
Divide your group into two teams. Assign each team a square on the floor.  
 
Instruct each team to select a square defender. Lead this student to stand inside the square on the floor 
while others grab the paper balls.  
 
Give these instructions:  

• When I signal “begin,” the square defenders in the taped squares must defend it from the pool 
noodle pieces that other participants are trying to toss inside the square. 

• The square defender must stay inside the square. Other students who are tossing the pieces 
must be at least 2-3 feet (depending on the size of your room—3 feet is preferable) away from 
the square.  

• The square defender may knock a piece away from the square, but once it lands inside, the 
piece is counted as a point.  

• At the end of a one-minute round, award the defender with the lowest number of pieces inside 
the square as the winner.  

 
Debrief:  
For the defenders: “How difficult was this task? What would you do differently?”  
For the other students: “What thoughts were going through your mind as you threw the pool noodle 
pieces?”  
“What might the pieces being thrown represent in our lives?”  
“What does it look like to defend something or someone?” 
“What risks are associated with taking a stand and defending something?” 
 
Say: “Today in Bible Study we will learn about Esther, who was willing to risk her life to defend 
and save her people. We will also look at two instances where Jesus took risks to do the right 
thing. We will learn that sometimes in life we will have to take risks and do what’s right even while 
we’re feeling afraid. Taking a risk means trusting God’s strength and promises to be with us when 
things are hard.”  
 
Ask a student to share one thing learned in Quiet Time this morning. Pray to begin the examination time, 
asking God to reveal Himself and His truths to the group.  
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EXAMINATION 
 
Esther 2:5-10,15-18 
 
Unexpected Favor 
Instruct students to turn to the Book of Esther in their Bibles.  
 
Share this context leading up to our first passage: Vashti was the queen of Persia and the first wife of 
Persian King Ahasuerus. She angered the king because she refused to go to the king at his command 
(1:12). This was a really big deal that caused Vashti to lose her royal position. The king made a decree 
that another woman would take Vashti’s place as queen (1:19) This started the search for a new queen.  
 
Move around the room and assign one of the following names to each student: Esther, Mordecai, Hegai. 
Instruct students to get with others with the same name to form three groups. Give each group a sheet 
of butcher paper and a marker.  
 
Instruct groups to read Esther 2:5-10 as a group and make a list on the paper of as many things about 
their person as they can find in the Scripture passage.  

5 In the fortress of Susa, there was a Jewish man named Mordecai son of Jair, son of Shimei, 
son of Kish, a Benjaminite. 6 Kish had been taken into exile from Jerusalem with the other 
captives when King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon took King Jeconiah of Judah into exile. 7 
Mordecai was the legal guardian of his cousin Hadassah (that is, Esther), because she had no 
father or mother. The young woman had a beautiful figure and was extremely good-looking. 
When her father and mother died, Mordecai had adopted her as his own daughter. 

8 When the king’s command and edict became public knowledge and when many young women 
were gathered at the fortress of Susa under Hegai’s supervision, Esther was taken to the palace, 
into the supervision of Hegai, keeper of the women. 9 The young woman pleased him and gained 
his favor so that he accelerated the process of the beauty treatments and the special diet that 
she received. He assigned seven hand-picked female servants to her from the palace and 
transferred her and her servants to the harem’s best quarters. 10 Esther did not reveal her 
ethnicity or her family background, because Mordecai had ordered her not to make them known. 

Invite one person in each group to share what they learned about their person.  
 
Say: “Esther was brought to the palace to be a part of the search for a new queen. Through quiet 
submission, she gained the favor of all who knew her, including Hegai who gave her accelerated 
beauty treatments, a special diet, and servants.” Ask: “How was this an advantage for Esther?” 
 
Ask: “What is meant by ‘to find favor with someone’?” (Favor=approval, support, goodwill, kindness 
beyond what was due or usual, preference) 
 
Say: “The Jews were under oppression because the Babylonians had taken Judah into exile. 
Esther did not reveal her ethnicity or her family background because Mordecai had ordered her 
not to make them known. Perhaps Mordecai felt that the king would not even consider Esther for 
queen, if he knew she was a Jew.”  
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Chosen 
Give each group one of the following notecards: 1) Mr. or Ms. High School competition; 2) Music 
competition like “American Idol”; 3) Variety show competition similar to “America’s Got Talent”. 
 
Say: “You are to pretend that your group are the judges for the competition noted on your card. 
You are to determine the criteria that you would use to choose the winner. Turn your sheet of 
butcher paper over and note these criteria.” Allow groups a brief time to share after a couple minutes. 
 
Say: “In Esther 2:15-18, we see where Esther went before the king and did not ask for anything 
except what Hegai suggested. The loved Esther more than any of the others and crowned her 
queen. He held a great banquet, freed his provinces from tax payments and gave gifts worthy of 
the king’s bounty.  
 
Point out that the time between Vashti’s exit as queen to the point that Esther was crowned queen was 
about three years.  
 
Say: “Esther’s rise to queen was not her own doing but was a divine appointment and from being 
obedient to her cousin and God.” Point back to day three and the discussion about obedience. 
Compare it to how Esther submitted to Mordecai’s and God’s authority over her life.  
 

Esther 5:1-8 

Taking a Risk 
Distribute each summary card to a different student and invite them to read their summary point aloud in 
numerical order and tape them to the timeline as they are read.  
 
# 1 - Mordecai discovered a plan where someone was going to assassinate the king, and Esther told the 
king on Mordecai’s behalf.  
 
# 2 - Haman, a person in high position with the king, wanted everyone to bow to him. Mordecai refused. 
Haman found out Mordecai was a Jew, and he was filled with anger. So, he planned to kill the Jews.  
 
# 3 - Haman went to the king and let the king know the Jews were doing what they wanted to do and 
not obeying the king’s laws. Haman let the king know that they must be stopped.  
 
# 4 - The king approved a royal decree: destroy, kill, and annihilate all the Jewish people and plunder 
their possessions. The king used his signet ring. This was a big deal. Once made, he was the only one 
who could undo it.  
 
# 5 - Mordecai found out and was in anguish. The Jewish people were mourning. Esther found out from 
servants, and she was upset because she was a Jew. She sent someone to Mordecai to find out details, 
and he shared everything with her. She saw an actual copy of the decree. Mordecai advised her to go 
before the king.  
 
# 6 - Esther knew that going before the king when not called would be a death sentence. Mordecai 
responded: If you keep silent at this time, relief and deliverance will come to the Jewish people from 
another place, but you and your father’s family will be destroyed. Who knows, perhaps you have come 
to your royal position for such a time as this.  
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# 7 - Esther asked the Jewish people to fast and pray for three days. After that, she planned to go before 
the king, even if she died. 
 
Call on a different student to read aloud Esther 5:1-8.  
 

1 On the third day, Esther dressed in her royal clothing and stood in the inner courtyard of the 
palace facing it. The king was sitting on his royal throne in the royal courtroom, facing its 
entrance. 2 As soon as the king saw Queen Esther standing in the courtyard, she gained favor 
with him. The king extended the gold scepter in his hand toward Esther, and she approached 
and touched the tip of the scepter. 3 “What is it, Queen Esther?” the king asked her. “Whatever 
you want, even to half the kingdom, will be given to you.” 4 “If it pleases the king,” Esther replied, 
“may the king and Haman come today to the banquet I have prepared for them.” 5 The king said, 
“Hurry, and get Haman so we can do as Esther has requested.” So the king and Haman went to 
the banquet Esther had prepared. 6 While drinking the wine, the king asked Esther, “Whatever 
you ask will be given to you. Whatever you want, even to half the kingdom, will be done.” 7 
Esther answered, “This is my petition and my request: 8 If I have found favor in the eyes of the 
king, and if it pleases the king to grant my petition and perform my request, may the king and 
Haman come to the banquet I will prepare for them. Tomorrow I will do what the king has 
asked.” 

 
Discuss these questions as a large group: 

• What was Esther risking by going to the king uninvited? (death– 4:11b) 
• What did taking this stand require of Esther? (bravery, courage, obedience) 
• How did the king respond? (Again, Esther found favor and the king said she could have 

whatever she asked.) 
 
Say: “Esther had to make a choice. She had to choose between preserving her own life and going 
before the king to save the lives of the Hebrews. Esther had to be brave and have courage to take 
this risk. Being obedient to God and others often takes bravery and courage on our part.”  
 
Refer students to page 33 of their Camp Guide to answer the questions found there.  
 

• What risks have you taken in your life?  
 

Circle any of the ones you listed that were for God.  
 

• Why is being willing to take a risk for God’s purposes vital in the life of a believer?  
 

Esther 8:1-13 

Taking Another Risk 
Share the summary of the Scriptures between the last passage read in chapter 5 and chapter 8 as 
outlined below: 
 
-Mordecai was honored by the king for revealing the death plot against the king.  
-Esther had a feast for the king and Haman. The king told her whatever she asked that he would do.  
-Esther asked the king to spare her life and her people’s lives against Haman’s plot to destroy them.  
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-The king had Haman executed, being hanged on the gallows that Haman had made for Mordecai  
-The king gave Hamans’ estate to Esther, and she put Mordecai in charge of it.  
 
Invite a student to read aloud Esther 8:3-6.. 

3 Then Esther addressed the king again. She fell at his feet, wept, and begged him to revoke the 
evil of Haman the Agagite and his plot he had devised against the Jews. 4 The king extended the 
gold scepter toward Esther, so she got up and stood before the king. 5 She said, “If it pleases 
the king and I have found favor with him, if the matter seems right to the king and I am pleasing 
in his eyes, let a royal edict be written. Let it revoke the documents the scheming Haman son of 
Hammedatha the Agagite wrote to destroy the Jews who are in all the king’s provinces. 6 For 
how could I bear to see the disaster that would come on my people? How could I bear to see 
the destruction of my relatives?” 

Say: “Esther took another risk and approached and addressed the king a second time. Ask: “How 
do you think Esther taking a risk before the King the first time prepared her for this second time?”  
 
Say: “The king gave Haman’s estate to Esther, and he issued a decree that gave the Jews in every 
city the right to assemble and defend themselves, to destroy, kill and annihilate every army hostile 
to them. Esther used the authority she was given for a higher purpose, to save her people, and not 
for her own gain. When we are willing to take a risk, that step may be preparing us for a bigger 
risk in the future. God used Esther to save His people, the Jews, and He wants to use YOU for His 
purposes, too.”   
 
Ask student to reflect on the following: How is God using you today? How might He want to use you in 
the future? 
 
 
Luke 4:31-36 

Going Against Culture 

Say: “Now, let’s take a look at a couple of examples where Jesus took a risk.” Call on another 
student to read aloud Luke 4:31-36.  

31 Then he went down to Capernaum, a town in Galilee, and was teaching them on the Sabbath. 
32 They were astonished at his teaching because his message had authority. 33 In the synagogue 
there was a man with an unclean demonic spirit who cried out with a loud voice, 34 “Leave us 
alone! What do you have to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I 
know who you are—the Holy One of God!” 35 But Jesus rebuked him and said, “Be silent and 
come out of him!” And throwing him down before them, the demon came out of him without 
hurting him at all. 36 Amazement came over them all, and they were saying to one another, “What 
is this message? For he commands the unclean spirits with authority and power, and they come 
out!” 

Ask: “What action did Jesus take that was considered going against the culture of His day?” (He 
healed a man on the Sabbath.) 
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Say: “Jesus healed a man with a demonic spirit on the Sabbath, which was against the Jewish 
law. He used His authority over the evil spirit for the kingdom.” Ask: “What risks did Jesus take in 
healing on the Sabbath?” (Being arrested, death, His reputation, not being allowed to teach in the 
synagogue again) 
 
Share: “Jesus was different from the religious leaders of the time. He was willing to go against the 
cultural norms. He showed favor to those who needed it.” Ask: “To whom are we more likely to 
show favor?” (popular, cool, likable, etc.) Say: “Jesus showed favor to the marginalized people, 
outcasts, not popular, the sick and needy. He was not concerned with the Mosaic Law. He came 
to fulfill the law.” 
 
Refer students to page 34 of their Camp Guide: 
 

• What are you doing because culture tells you to do it?  
• What are you doing because Scripture tells you to do it?  

 
Fill in the columns.  
 
Are you living by culture or Scripture?  
 
Living out Scripture is risky in a world that is living by flesh and not Spirit. Stepping out of the norm and 
status quo involves risk.  
 
Allow a short time for students to share what they wrote in their guides.  
 
Now, lead students to match the comparisons between Esther and Jesus on page 34 in their Camp 
Guide: 
 
Esther 

5. Esther was willing to lay down her life so that the people could be saved. 
 

6. Esther saved the Jews. 
 

7. Esther became Queen of Persia. 
 

8. Esther put her position of royalty on the line to save Israel.  
 

Jesus 
B. Jesus surrendered His position in heaven to rescue humanity.  
 
B. Jesus laid down His life for mankind. 
 
C. Jesus is the King of Kings. 
 
D.  Jesus saves mankind. 

 
[Answers: 1B, 2D, 3C, 4A] 
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APPLICATION 
Refer to the Steps for Following God’s Direction Poster. Challenge students to focus on the three steps 
to take when God is working in their lives and calling them to a certain task. (Be brave. Take risks. Trust 
God.) Give each student a wide rubber band and pen. Lead them to print the three steps on their rubber 
band. Then, instruct them to pull the rubber band on their wrist like a bracelet to wear as a reminder. 
Recite the three steps together in unison.  
 
Challenge students to look for smaller, everyday risks they can take now that will help to prepare them 
for bigger risks ahead.  
 
Real Life Risks—What Would You Do? 
Read and discuss the scenario below as a large group.   
 
Scenario 
A new student is attending your school, and you overhear her being bullied by a group of popular girls. 
Will you 1) stand up for the girl being bullied by telling the girls to leave her alone and then let a teacher 
know; or 2) ignore the situation as if it wasn’t Discuss their situation, the possible responses, and the 
risks involved in each one. happening.  
 
 
What’s This Mean for Me? 
Refer students to page 35 of their Camp Guide to answer the questions found there:  
 

• How have you taken risks this week in the following areas?  
 

Bible Study Group: 
 

Recreation (Centrifuge): 
 

Ministry Site (MFuge): 
 

Decisions you have made: 
 

• What risks are you willing to take when you get home? 
 
 
KEY VERSE 
“For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but one of power, love, and sound judgment” (2 Timothy 1:7). 
 
Lead students in the following rhythm activity. Repeat it several times.  
 
“For God” snap, snap 
“Has not given us” clap, clap 
“A spirit of fear” slap lap, slap lap 
“But one of power” stomp feet, stomp feet 
“Love” snap, snap 
 “and sound judgment” clap, clap 
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For the last time, lead students to recite the verse from memory without the actions.  
 
EVALUATIONS 
Distribute a student evaluation to each student. Give time for students to complete the evaluation. Then, 
collect the forms. You will need to take time to read through these at some point before evaluation 
meeting. ADs will collect all of these during this time.  
 
 
Take photos, as time permits. Call on a student to pray to dismiss the group.  
 
 
 
COMMENTARY 
 
Esther 2:5-10,15-18 
 
SUPPORTING IDEA: All the beautiful young women of the kingdom were gathered at Susa. Among 
them was Esther, an unknown woman from an unimportant people. Yet, through quiet submission she 
gained the admiration and support of all who knew her, including the king.  
 
2:5-6. Xerxes crossed from chapter 1 to chapter 2 an essentially unchanged man, maintaining his self-
indulgent and grandiose charm. But chapter 2 introduces the true protagonist: Esther. Essential to her 
person-hood, her behavior, her wisdom, and success was her Jewishness. 
 
Before Esther’s entry into the story, however, we learn first of Mordecai, her uncle, who lived in the 
citadel of Susa. His residence in the citadel suggests he held an official government job. Mordecai was a 
Jew of the tribe of Benjamin whose ancestors had been carried into exile from Jerusalem by 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon at the same time Jehoiachin king of Judah was taken away. 
 
2:7. This Jewish man had a cousin named Hadassah, who was lovely in form and features. Like many 
Jews in captivity, his cousin had both a Jewish and a Gentile name. Hadassah, her Jewish name, means 
“myrtle”; Esther was either Babylonian or Persian in origin. Esther had neither father nor mother, so 
Mordecai had raised her as his own daughter, quite possibly adopting her. 
 
2:8-9. After communicating Xerxes’s edict throughout the realm, many girls were brought to the citadel 
of Susa and put under the care of Hegai. In autocratic governments, individual consent or willingness 
plays no role in the operations of the state. These girls were brought, regardless of how they or their 
families felt, and placed in the harem under the care of the king’s eunuch. Esther also was taken to the 
king’s palace. At this point Esther was one of hundreds of women gathered by the king’s emissaries. 
 
Hegai was in charge of the harem and was able to make certain decisions. From among all the girls, 
Esther pleased him. Hegai hurried to begin her beauty treatments. Each girl went through a twelve-
month regimen of beautification before Xerxes considered her (Esth. 2:12). It seems that, in order for 
Esther to make her appearance as soon as possible, Hegai lost no time in starting the process. 
 
Hegai assigned to Esther seven maids selected from the king’s palace. Either Esther was given more 
maids than all the others, or her maids were of superior ability. In addition, he moved Esther and her 
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maids into the best place in the harem. As one who understood Xerxes, Hegai detected in Esther a 
woman who could please the king. 
 
2:10-11. Esther kept her Jewish nationality a secret because Mordecai had forbidden her to reveal it. 
Esther’s attitude was in stark contrast to Vashti’s willfulness; Mordecai’s familial authority distinguished 
itself from Xerxes’s domestic helplessness. One ruled by relationship, the other by decree. 
 
Mordecai probably wanted to protect Esther from possible anti-Jewish sentiments, the type he 
experienced from Haman. His sense of concern and responsibility for Esther also drove him to walk each 
day back and forth near the courtyard of the harem to find out how Esther was. This does not imply that 
he saw Esther or spoke with her. But as an official within the walls of the citadel, Mordecai knew where 
to get the latest gossip or information.  
 
2:15. Against this background, Esther’s turn came. Unlike those who had gone before, Esther asked for 
nothing other than what Hegai . . . suggested. She maintained a sense of modesty and propriety by 
refusing to mimic Gentile habits. She continued her submission to those over her, relying on the 
knowledge and guidance of Hegai. In addition, the author suggests that Esther went to the king in 
understated simplicity, allowing her natural beauty and gentle manner to commend her. 
 
2:16. The author next placed the events in context. It was the tenth month of the seventh year of 
Xerxes’s reign. That means Esther’s entry into the king’s favor occurred between December and 
January, 479/478 BC. About four years had passed since Vashti was dethroned; Xerxes spent those 
years warring unsuccessfully against Greece. 
 
2:17. Hegai’s intuitions proved right: the king was attracted to Esther more than to any of the other 
women. So he made her queen instead of Vashti. 
 
2:18. After Esther’s selection, the king gave a great banquet . . . for all his nobles and officials. The 
contrasts are again striking. Contrary to the opening banquets designed to elevate and display the 
glories of Xerxes, this banquet was given in honor of his queen. Unlike the previous segregated feasts of 
Xerxes and Vashti, this celebration included Esther, suggesting marital harmony rather than schism.  
 
[Max Anders, Knute Larson and Kathy Dahlen (2012). HOTC Vol. 09: Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther. B&H Publishing Group. Retrieved 
from https://app.wordsearchbible.lifeway.com] 
 
 
Esther 5:1-8 
SUPPORTING IDEA: Esther exhibited intelligence and an extraordinary perception of her situation and 
the people with whom she was dealing. 
 
5:1-2. On the third day Esther put on her royal robes. In accordance with her own command, Esther and 
her maids had been observing a strict fast, but on the third day she ended it in order to appear before 
the king. In every way Esther followed court etiquette. She dressed appropriately because no one with 
symbols of mourning could enter the palace complex. The environment of the king was carefully 
controlled; sadness and distress were not allowed. She also understood the man with whom she dealt; 
she knew that he was attracted to beauty. 
 
Esther stood in the inner court of the palace, in front of the king’s hall. The arrangement of the palace 
rooms and buildings has faded with antiquity, but apparently she stood in an interior court that was 
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visible from the king’s throne room. Since Xerxes was sitting on the throne, it seems that he was 
occupied in official business, or perhaps he was between sessions with his officials and nobles. 
 
When he saw Queen Esther standing in the court, he was pleased with her. The same expression used 
here was used in Esther 2:9 when Esther impressed the king’s eunuch Hegai. It carries the sense of 
earning favor or winning approval. Most likely, when the king looked up from his throne, he was struck 
by Esther’s beauty. Xerxes was a man driven by pleasure, appetites, and self-indulgence. It was enough 
that Esther’s beauty was stunning; he held out to her the gold scepter that was in his hand. 
 
She had passed through the first danger. As we learned in Esther 4:11, the gold scepter represented life. 
As expected in Persian protocol, Esther approached and touched the tip of the scepter—a sign of 
respect and honor. 
 
5:3-4. Xerxes asked, What is it, Queen Esther? What is your request? The king knew this was not a 
social call; Esther risked her life in coming before him unbidden. Xerxes also realized that a weighty 
matter was on her mind, an issue requiring his intervention. Then, with the offhanded extravagance we 
have come to expect from the king, he offered her up to half the kingdom. Everything in Xerxes’s speech 
to this point was given in the parlance of the court. The bestowal of half his kingdom was not to be taken 
seriously. It simply indicated the favor with which she was received at that point. 
 
Following court etiquette, Esther replied, “May the king and Haman come today to the banquet I have 
prepared for them.” Banquets were the socially acceptable platform for discussing negotiations or 
serious issues. Esther was behaving properly. The inclusion of Haman allowed for her eventual public 
revelation of his wickedness. 
 
5:5a. Bring Haman at once, the king ordered. Everything about the will of the king was done quickly, not 
because it was urgent, but simply because his word was imperial edict. In the king’s own words, the 
urgency was also so that we may do what Esther asks. Here the narrator included some irony because 
Esther’s true desire was not the banquet but Haman’s exposure. 
 
5:5b-6. The king and Haman attended Esther’s banquet. As they were drinking wine, the king said, 
“Whatever you ask will be given to you.” In Near Eastern culture no serious discussions were conducted 
while eating. Once the meal was finished and they entered the more relaxed atmosphere of drinking 
wine, then important issues were allowed. Xerxes opened the negotiations by repeating his formulaic 
speech. 
 
5:7-8. Many scholars wonder why Esther pursued such an apparently evasive strategy in responding to 
the king when it seems he was ready to grant whatever she asked. But Xerxes’s repetitive question was 
not an agreement but a request of his own . . . that she disclose her petition. Frederic W. Bush sees in 
Esther’s response a stratagem that captured the king’s curiosity and secured her success. He translates 
Esther’s opening remark as an enticing question, “My wish and my request?” (Bush, p. 407). She 
followed this with a formality drawn from court propriety, her language rich in respect and social grace: 
“If I have found favor in the eyes of the king.” 
 
This time, however, her request was not just to attend another banquet. She rephrased the invitation in 
order to secure her success: “If it pleases the king to grant my petition and perform my request, may the 
king and Haman come to the banquet I will prepare for them.” 
 
By deciding to attend the second banquet, the king publicly agreed in advance to honor whatever the 
queen asked. In this way Esther circumvented Xerxes from seeking advice from his counselors or nobles 
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about her petition. If Xerxes and Haman would come to the banquet then, confident her request would 
be granted, she promised to answer the king’s question. And so, as D. J. Clines notes, Esther made it 
appear that she would be doing the king a favor, rather than the other way around. 
 
[Max Anders, Knute Larson and Kathy Dahlen (2012). HOTC Vol. 09: Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther. B&H Publishing Group. Retrieved 
from https://app.wordsearchbible.lifeway.com] 

 
 
Esther 8:1-13 
Supporting Idea: Esther approached and addressed the king a second time. The king handed over his 
authority to Esther and Mordecai. An edict was written and sent to all provinces that gave the Jews the 
right to defend themselves from any enemy they might face.  

 
8:1-2. It was quite according to the practices of the ancient Near East that a winner took over the 
property of a loser, so the king gave Haman’s house to Esther. We are not informed as to how she could 
use it since she normally should be within the outer walls of the castle. Even a queen was part of the 
harem. A definite irony seems intended in this that the Jewess Esther received the executed Haman’s 
house instead of Haman getting the spoils from all the annihilated Jews. But it is more than irony; it is 
the eternal justice of the unnamed covenant God of Israel, who also is the God of the universe. 
 
Mordecai was presented to the king by Esther. The king took off his signet ring and gave it to Mordecai. 
It should probably be understood as an indication that a man who so well could handle the delicate 
matters of a relative must also be an able minister of the king. Esther could now for the first time show 
her gratefulness toward him and give him all the things of Haman’s home to underline the proverb: “Man 
predicts, but God prevails.” 
 
8:3-8. In spite of Esther’s personal victory over Haman, the royal edict contrived by him against the Jews 
stood firm. The tension in this section is created by the tradition that royal edicts are irrevocable, as the 
king stated in v. 8. 
 
Esther therefore pleaded with the king again to make him change the edict. Her female logic sees no 
problem in making royal edicts and then revoking his orders. The king, however, felt that he could not; it 
never had been done. He on his side pleaded with Esther that he had given her revenge over Haman. 
Almost in the fashion of Pilate, this ruler finally washed his hands of the affair and gave Esther the full 
authority to handle the matter as she saw fit, as long as the edict was permitted to stand. 
 
8:9-14. Having been given the permission, Esther again summoned the royal secretaries on the 23rd of 
Sivan. The exact dates are meant to enhance the credibility of the narrative. A new edict was dictated by 
Mordecai to the satraps of all the 127 provinces and again in the native tongue of the different areas. A 
copy of the edict was sent also to all the Jews in their script and language. This means that they were 
becoming important and were given an identity of their own. Again the message went out into all the 
country. The edict did not revoke the previous one, but it did give the Jews permission to defend 
themselves and to slay any group that might attack them, even to plunder their goods on the date 
originally set for Haman’s pogrom, the 13th of Adar. In this roundabout way the “law of the Medes and 
the Persians” was permitted to retain its reputation for immutability.  
 
[Clifton J Allen (2017). (p. 17). Broadman Bible Commentary: Esther-Psalms. Retrieved from 
https://app.wordsearchbible.lifeway.com] 
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Luke 4:31-36 
Supporting Idea: Jesus healed a man possessed with an unclean spirit on the Sabbath, which was 
against the law of that day.  
 
4:31–32. The reference to Capernaum as a “city in Galilee” both speaks of its relative size and 
importance and recalls the summary of Jesus’ itinerancy in the region of Galilee in 4:14–15. As the 
Nazareth-account was a programmatic instance of Jesus’ activity in Galilee, so the narration of his 
Capernaum ministry illustrates and develops the nature of his ministry. The content of Jesus’ teaching is 
not indicated, but the parallels between vv 15–16 and vv 31–32 imply that Jesus’ message in 
Capernaum was analogous to that in Nazareth. Here, however, the reason for their astonishment is 
specifically related to their recognition that his word carried authority. No hint in the text points to a 
particular mode of argumentation; rather, Jesus’ authority is grounded in the power of the Spirit (4:14).  
 
4:33–35. Luke does not stop to puzzle over the presence of a demonized man in the synagogue but is 
more concerned with communicating the evil influence at work in this man. For this reason, he employs 
a clumsy phrase, combining “spirit,” “unclean,” and “demon.” “Spirit,” of course, has already been used 
with reference to the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of the Lord (e.g., 4:1, 14, 18), so additional adjectives are 
needed here to negate any possible confusion between the spirits at work in the narrative. “Demons,” on 
the other hand, might refer to divinities in a more neutral or positive way in the Greco-Roman world, 
even if in Second Temple Judaism they were diabolical agents of ruin. By using all three terms in this 
one instance, then, Luke can specify for his audience his own vocabulary for evil spirits.  
   At the prompting of the demon, the man may have shouted, “Ha!”—a spontaneous interjection (NIV, 
TEV, NAB). More probably, we should follow the NRSV: “Let us alone!” This reading is encouraged by 
the appearance of the same verb in v 41. Hence, in spite of their demands, Jesus would not let the 
spirits alone, and especially would not let them vocalize their awareness of his identity (vv 35, 41). The 
demon intensifies its request to be left alone by its hostile and defensive assertion of the lack of any 
common ground between itself and its kind on the one hand, and Jesus on the other: “What have you to 
do with us?” The chasm between the work of the demonic and that of Jesus is highlighted further by the 
appellation of Jesus as the Holy One of God, a title that recalls Jesus’ divine origins (1:35) and identifies 
him as one in God’s service.         
   Who is the “us” to whom the demon refers? It is possible to find here a dissolution of the boundaries 
between the demon and the man it is controlling, with the demon assuming that to destroy it would 
necessitate the destruction of the man as well. In light of the programmatic nature of the story of testing 
(4:1–13), situating Jesus’ ministry in the context of struggle with the diabolic (cf. 22:28), it is evident that 
a more expansive reading is called for here. That is, in attacking this one unclean spirit, the Spirit-
empowered Jesus has initiated a ministry of “release” constituting an onslaught against all the forces of 
evil (cf., e.g., 3:16; 11:14–23; 13:16). This view gains further support from the ongoing exorcistic activity 
of Jesus’ followers in the book of Acts, and from the broader understanding, shared by Luke, that the 
coming of the messianic age spelled the demise of the rule of Satan. “Have you come to destroy us?” 
the demon inquires of Jesus. Yes!  
   Jesus’ command of silence is, in part, a measure aimed at exerting control over the demon; Jesus’ 
rebuke is in this case an assault against the spirit’s original defensive posture. Indeed, not only had the 
spirit ordered Jesus to let them alone, but, through asserting knowledge of Jesus’ name and origins, it 
had also attempted to gain control over Jesus. Additionally, Jesus’ command may be an attempt to 
avoid further acclamation by an agent of evil, lest Jesus thus be seen as working in league with an 
unclean spirit. It is not that what the demon says is erroneous, but (1) that it is said by one whose 
awareness of Jesus’ status as God’s holy agent leads not to acceptance but to defensiveness, and (2) 
that within the Lukan narrative Jesus has only begun the process of identifying more fully the character 
of his mission. Phrases like “Holy One of God,” “Son of God,” and “Messiah” (vv 34, 41) can and should 
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be understood with reference to Jesus’ ministry to those oppressed by Satan, but there is more, 
including the suffering and exaltation of Jesus, that must be taken into account before an authentic 
acclamation will be possible. The spirit’s response, throwing the man down before them, may appear to 
be an act of violence, but Luke explicitly disallows such a reading by his conclusion, “without having 
done him any harm.” The picture is rather of the complete acquiescence of the demon and his delivering 
the man over to Jesus. The demon’s work is ended; the man is free of its influence and restored to his 
people.  
 
4:36–37. The synagogal responses to Jesus’ encounter with the demon parallel the response to his 
teaching. Both expressions of the good news, exorcism and teaching, are “words with authority,” and 
both elicit responses of wonder and amazement. In Luke, these are at best neutral reactions; although 
“amazement” may suggest a reaction to a manifestation of divine power, in Luke such reactions may or 
may not lead to faith. Just as the reference to the “power” with which Jesus rebukes the demons is 
reminiscent of Luke’s report that Jesus returned from his testing in the wilderness “in the power of the 
Spirit” (4:14), so the escalation of his popularity throughout the region recalls the summary statement in 
4:14–15. In the present text, however, these “village stories” will have served to advance Jesus’ 
authoritative status and to restore the formerly demonized man to his position in the community.  
 
Green, Joel B. 1997. The Gospel of Luke. The New International Commentary on the New Testament. Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. B. 
Eerdmans Publishing Co. 

 
 
Luke 19:45-48 
SUPPORTING IDEA: The rejected king of glory condemned the gory business of the temple and 
restored God’s place of worship to its rightful glory. 
 
19:45. Having viewed the temple from the Mount of Olives, Jesus finally entered the city. For Luke, the 
first appearance in the city comes in the temple, the place where God’s Messiah would be expected to 
appear. Did he find worship of God and praise for the grace and mercy of the saving Lord? Oh, no! He 
found secular business in the sacred precincts. The religious establishment had cornered the market on 
sacrificial lambs and birds and on changing money into the coins that were acceptable for temple 
offerings and purchases. The Pharisees and Saduccees placed wealth above obedience. Jesus had to 
get rid of this. His Father’s house must be pure and holy. Exit businessmen. Enter worshipers. 
 
19:46. What authority did Jesus have for such actions? He had Scripture on His side. Isaiah 56:7 and 
Jeremiah 7:11 combine to show God’s intent and the Jewish leaders’ result. God established the temple 
as the place where His presence could be experienced and witnessed by the people. There His people 
could converse with Him in prayer. Out of this conception of the temple grew the book of Psalms with its 
prayers for all kinds of life situations. 
 
But legalism had set in. Jewish rabbis established interpretations of laws and interpretations of 
interpretations. To be sure of obeying the law of sacrifice, a person felt obliged to purchase an animal at 
the temple. Other similar activities increased until commerce replaced conversation with God. The 
temple not only had commerce; it had a commercial monopoly. As usual with monopolies, prices rose to 
outrageous heights. Jesus described such monopolistic, price-gouging commerce as robbery. God 
could not stand for this. Exit commercial activities and animal stalls. Enter the royal king to reclaim His 
house for prayer and worship. The king had come not only to seek and to save the lost. He had come to 
save the temple from the thieves who occupied it. 
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SUPPORTING IDEA: Jesus maintained control of his future even as the Pharisees plotted His death and 
the crowds stood spellbound waiting for his moment of action. 
 
19:47. The cleansed house of prayer became Jesus’s classroom. Here He taught the disciples and the 
crowds about God’s kingdom. The Jewish leaders ignored His teaching. They had one goal—to destroy 
Him. They revealed their true nature as people who opposed and rejected the one who visited them in 
the name of the Lord. 
 
 19:48. The power block’s plotting could not succeed. It was not yet God’s time. God used the power of 
popular appeal to keep the religious leaders at bay. The people hung on every word of Jesus, 
spellbound by His authority and His unique style of teaching. The religious leaders dared not cause an 
uproar among the people. Then Rome would interfere. They would lose all power just as Jesus had 
predicted. So the stage was set. When and how would the passion predictions of the Messiah come 
true? In what way would this be a victory for the religious establishment? In what way would it be a 
victory for the sovereign plan of God to seek and to save the lost? How would the disciples react? How 
would the crowd respond?  
 
[Max Anders and Trent C. Butler (2012). HNTC Vol. 03: Luke. B&H Publishing Group. Retrieved from 
https://app.wordsearchbible.lifeway.com] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



BIBLE STUDY LEADER GUIDE 
 
 
 
 

 
 

90 
 

CLOSING MORNING (6-Day) 
 
Quiet Time 
Instruct students to spend quiet time with the Lord as usual.  
 
Pull students together and allow a few students to share something they learned during their quiet times 
this week. Encourage students to continue a quiet time once they get home.  
 
Remind them of the 30-Day Devotional for sale in the camp store.  
 
Debrief and Recap Bible Study 
Refer to each day’s theme and allow students to share what was covered and what they learned. 
Encourage students to share how they can apply what they have learned.  
 
Mission Moment 
Ask students to share something they have learned about missions this week.  
 
Share Decisions 
Give students who made decisions at camp time to share, if they desire to do so. Celebrate with these 
students and lead in a time of prayer, thanking God for changing lives at camp this week.  
 
Complete Evaluations 
Distribute a student evaluation to each student. Give time for students to complete the evaluation. Then, 
collect the forms. You will need to take time to read through these at some point before evaluation 
meeting. ADs will collect all of these during this time.  
 
Take Group Photos 
Allow time for group photos to be taken and shared.  
 
Group Time 
Group students in small groups of three to share about their favorite part of camp. Invite these students 
to pray together.  
 
Play a Game (Optional) 
Play a game from the rec manual as time permits.  
 
Lead in Closing Prayer 
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BIBLE STUDY LEADER 101 
 
GENERAL TIPS  
1. Learn names. Find a way that works for you and do it. This doesn’t sound like much, but when you 
know their names, students feel you are interested in and care about them.  
 
2. Study the student information card. The questions really help in starting relationships. You may want 
to think of some more questions such as favorite toy, movie, worst date, proudest moment, etc.  
 
3. Do your best to hang out and talk with students during meals and hang time.  Granted, sometimes 
they will be preoccupied with others, but find times to talk with them.  
 
4. Be yourself. The Bible study materials, as written, are great, but allow it to take on your personality 
and teach it the way that is best suited to you.  
5. Love students but lead them. You will have times that you will want them to think you are the coolest, 
but make sure you lead them. Being a Bible study leader is not a popularity contest.  
 
6. Do not compare yourself or your group to others. Anytime we compare, we will always come out the 
loser. Focus on your students and your call to the job.  
 
7. Don’t focus on negatives, but believe you have a great group—because you do.  
 
8. Don’t give up when you have a tough group, or they don’t meet your expectations. They can and will 
be a great group if you lead them the way they need to be led. Study your group and meet them where 
they are.   
 
9. Pray, pray, and pray some more for your students. Pray over the seats before opening night. Pray 
over chairs in your Bible study room daily. Pray with students.  Pray!  
 
10. Don’t just hang out with the “fun kids,” “popular kids,” or “pretty kids” in your group. Try to build 
relationships with all of them. Some may not be responsive, but you may just be surprised if you try. 
 
C11. When you need help, ask for it. Other staffers and your leadership will be ready to help.  
 
12. Your Bible study may flop one day. Do your best to fix it.  
 
13. Allow the Holy Spirit to speak and teach through you. Pray for this each day.  
 
14. See Bible study as a time of worship and lead that way.  
 
15. Don’t stay up too late. Lack of sleep will eventually affect you in your Bible Study.  
 
16. Keep personal time with the Lord a priority throughout the summer.  
 
17. Be forgiving. They are kids.  
 
18. Look for students who need encouragement and encourage them.  
 
19. Build them as a group.  
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20.Challenge students to minister to one another.   
 
21. Help them search for why they are in this specific Bible Study group.  
 
 
CLASSROOM MANAGEMENT TIPS  
1. Set expectations from the beginning and hold students to that (especially day 1) to make the rest of 
the week easier. Be consistent from day to day.  
 
2. Tell students on opening night that Bible study is God’s time, to respect that and be prepared to listen 
to what He is saying.   
 
3. Do not be afraid to have students sit in a different area if they are being disruptive where they are.  
 
4. Allow rowdy/active students to be active. Forcing an active student to sit alone in silence will most 
likely cause a larger distraction.  
 
5. Be prepared! Do not procrastinate setting up for Bible study. If you are prepared, you will have 
confidence and in turn, Bible study will run smoother.  
 
6. Set the tone the first night and watch your own attitude and enthusiasm.  Students will feed off of 
you.  
 
7. On your Bible study outline, keep a maximum and minimum time for each section.   
8. Do not allow down time. In other words, know where you are going and move from one thing to the 
next with easy, smooth, and quick transitions.  
 
9. Learn names of students. They have more respect for you, and it is easier to stop a behavior that is a 
distraction.  
 
10. Know your material backward and forward so you are able to keep a flow of Bible Study regardless 
of time, tangents, etc.   
 
11. Do not yell over your students. Silence is your friend.  
 
12. Address disruptive behavior immediately. Pull students aside, make expectations clear.  
 
13. If your group is sleepy, lead them to stand and stretch or take a move break.  
 
14. Walk around during Bible study. Do not sit during group discussion time. Keep moving around from 
group to group.   
 
15. Keep your frustrations to yourself. Do not allow this to show.  
 
16. Give all students a note card to hold throughout Bible study if they are too nervous to ask questions 
out loud or if it is not pertinent at the time. 
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17. Establish a healthy learning environment from the beginning. Students must feel safe. They must feel 
comfortable to participate and ask questions. Students must feel like what you are teaching is relevant.  
 
18. Keep calm at all times. Do not panic. Never let them see you sweat.   
 
 
CLASSROOM DECORATING AND MAINTENANCE TIPS  
1. Classrooms should be neat, professional, colorful and distraction free. We want to create a learning 
environment where students can hear from the Lord and experience life change.   
 
2. Be aware of what your location wants you to use to hang items on the wall masking tape, painters 
tape, packing tape, sticky tack, push pins, etc. Do not use tape on walls that may pull off the paint. Do 
not use sticky tack if it will leave a greasy spot.   
 
3. When taping items to a wall, roll the tape and place on the back of the poster, butcher paper or 
whatever you are hanging. Tape should not be seen on the outside of the item being hung.   
 
4. When you cut an item to display, make sure you cut in straight lines.   
 
5. Handwriting should be neat and readable. Get someone who has good handwriting to write your 
posters, if you need to. It makes a big difference.   
 
6. Use color-coding. Pick one color to represent each day of Bible study and then make all of your 
posters, Bible study note cards, etc. match that color for the day.  This can help both you and students 
keep things straight.  
 
7. Use colored posters/butcher paper when you can, instead of white.  
 
8. Display your Bible study name in your room. Consider creating a signing wall.  Purchase a bed sheet 
or use butcher paper, write the Bible study name on it really big, then have students sign the sheet each 
week so you can take it home at the end of the summer.   
 
9. If you have activities that need to be written out each week for Bible study, write them ALL out during 
prep-time during Training Week. That way, all of your BS prep for the whole summer is done.  
 
10. Make sure you have a set place for everything. Don’t just keep markers in a pile on the floor, but 
have an actual place for them, etc. 
 
11. Include your students in keeping everything looking neat. Bible study isn’t over until everyone has 
helped get the classroom back in order.  
 
12. During reset each week, make sure you have all butcher paper pulled and labeled for each day. Also, 
make sure you have enough index cards, pens, etc. Don’t wait for each day to grab your supplies. Your 
week will be much smoother if everything is already set.  
 
13. Even after you have everything prepared, make sure you check your room before opening night. We 
are rarely the only activity on campus, so make sure that everything is ready to go where you left it.  
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14. Feel free to collect items to bring from home that are thematic, the color of your Bible study flag, or 
that relate to your Bible study name.   
 
15. Consider purchasing a 3-drawer plastic storage organizer to store your supplies.  
 
 
 
HOW TO DEAL WITH A DIFFICULT STUDENT 
Participants who are difficult may have other issues that are the root of their behavior. Please remember 
they are not acting up against you.  
  
Common Factors That Lead to Misbehavior: 

Fear of failure 
Fear of the unknown 
Poor self-esteem 
Displaced anger 
Attention seeking 
Loss of personal power 
Physiological factors – drugs, malnourishment, etc. 
 

Guidelines for Dealing with Difficult Participants: 
1. Reinforce the positive – when the participant does something right – praise him/her. 
2. Redirect challenging behavior.  
3. Be consistent/fair in your conduct and expectations. 
4. Respond to rational questions with rational responses and authoritative questions with authoritative 

responses. 
5. Always remain calm when participants misbehave. 
6. Avoid power struggles – redirect the structure/situation. 
7. Serve as a good role model – verbally/non-verbally consistent. 
8. Do not allow one belligerent participant to ruin the entire experience for the other participants. 

  
Techniques for Dealing with Difficult Participants: 
1. “Contracting” – establish reasonable, positive expectations. 
2. Rephrase the negative situation with a positive response. 
3. Establish clear, concise, truly enforceable limits. 
4. Ask questions such as: 

-What is the problem? 
-Why is this a problem? 
-What are your choices? 
-What are you going to choose to do? 

5. Allow natural consequences to teach if the participant's safety isn’t jeopardized. 
6. Seat disruptive participants close to you. 

  
Reporting Difficult Participants: 
1. Report difficult participants to your camp leadership. 
2. Camp leadership will lead and direct the situation from there. He/she will communicate with you, if 

your participation is needed. 
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Restraining a Participant: 
• Staffers should not restrain participants under any circumstances.   
• If a leader feels that an extreme circumstance warrants breaking with this policy for the safety and 

well-being of the participant, they will have to exercise independent judgment given the 
circumstances to do so.  

• Any time a participant exhibits behavior that causes a staffer to consider an exception to this policy, 
it is recommended the camp director contact the group leader and possibly the local police. The 
camp director should decide whether the participant should be sent home. 

 
 
 
 


